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ee GATT Negotiations Should End by 
1 


AU 2611112793 Paris AFP in English 1115 GMT 
26 Nov 93 


[Text] Geneva, Nov 26 (AFP}—Negotiations to reduce 
barriers to trade at the GATT would have to be completed 
by December 13 so that a decision on a draft overall 
agreement could be taken on December 15, GATT director 
general Peter Sutherland said here on Friday [26 
November]. 


The contracting parties to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) had agreed earlier that 
December 15 was the deadline for the success or failure 
of the seven-year-old negotiations. 


French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe had said on 
Thursday that the key date was now next Wednesday 
when EC and U.S. negotiators were to meet to discuss a 
preparatory agreement which EC ministers would need 
if they were to consider it at a meeting neat Thursday. 


GATT To Begin Fine-Tuning Final Trade Proposal 


OW 2611025993 Tokyo KYODO in English 0245 GMT 
26 Nov 93 


[Text] Geneva, Nov. 25 KYODO—The Uruguay Round 
of trade negotiations under the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) will enter the home stretch 
nexi week as work begins to draw up a revised final draft 
pact, sources close to the multilateral talks said Thursday 
[25 November]. 


GATT Director General Peter Sutherland told a Uru- 
guay Round meeting that the trade body will present a 
series of proposals for revision of the draft final pact. 
with an eye to concluding the round by the December 15 
deadline, the sources said. 


The draft pact was proposed two years ago by Suther- 
land's predecessor, Arthur Dunkel. 


The first proposal on the dispute-settlement mechanism 
and the proposed new multilateral trade organization. 
and other institutional issues will be presented to nego- 
tiating countries on Tuesday next week. 


The final revised draft is expected to be handed to each 
participating country on December 13 or 14, the sources 
said. 


With respect to market access, however, GATT may wait 
until the last minute while watching developments in 
agricultural negotiations between the United States and 
the European Community, they said. 


Sutherland reportedly said the blueprints may be further 
refined. 


GATT sources said there is a possibility the world trade 
watchdog may include a special clause for Japan's ban on 
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import of rice, granting postponement of its comprehen- 
sive tariffication for six years while Japan accepts the 
minimum access obligations until the grace period 
expires. 


EC Urges U.S. To Bend in GATT Tax Quarrel 


AU 2511133493 Paris AFP in Enelish 1221 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Text] Brussels. Nov 25 (AFP}—European Community 
Tax Commissioner Christiane Scrivener urged Wash- 
ington here Thursday {25 November] to drop its insis- 
tence on making foreign companies in the United States 
subject to a discriminatory (ax system. 


In an address to finance executives. she called for a quick 
agreement to make all firms in any one country—local or 
foreign—subyject to the same tax regime. 


“| think that multilateral agreements, in all areas 
including tax. are much better than bilateral accords,” 
Scrivener said. adding that the tax dispute was troubling 
GATT world trade talks 


The U.S. Treasury wants the right to impose a different 
tax regime on foreign companies, purportedly to stop 
them dodging local tax liabilities through accounting 
techniques that hide the scope of their US. operations. 


But the US. stand risks upsetting negotiations within the 
Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) to reduce trade barriers for financial 
services. 


One principle of the financial services negotiations 1s 
that any firm operating in a foreign country should 
receive the same treatment, for tax and other issues, as 
its local competitors. 


The dispute has upset last-minute efforts towards a 
GATT settlement by a make-or-break date of December 
15. 


In top-level talks on ways to break the GATT impasse 
between the EC and the United States in Washington on 
Monday and Tuesday [22 and 23 November], US. 
officials insisted on retaining the right to tax foreign 
companies on a different basis 


UK's Major Optimistic on Chances of GATT Deal 


LD2511234593 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1888S GMT 25 Nov 93 


[By Sian Clare. PRESS ASSOCIATION Lobby Covre- 
spondent, in Bonn] 


[Text] A crucial world trade deal was in sight—and 
failure to reach agreement vould be a “devastating 
blow” to the global economy, the Prime Minister said 
today. Missing the December 15 deadline for the con- 
clusion of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
talks could spark a tit-for-tat protectionist war, Mr 
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Major told a news conference in Bonn. Speaking after a 
day of talks with German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, the 
Prime Minister said his comments were “not addressed 
wholly to the French.” But the French are a main 
obstacle to a GATT deal because they are calling for a 
change to last year’s Blair House agreement on export 
subsidies, fiercely resisted by the Americans. 


Mr Major said his 15-minute telephone conversation 
with U.S. President Bill Clinton on Wednesday [24 
November] night led him to believe a deal could be 
struck. “The chances have improved notably over the 
past two or three weeks that we will get a satisfactory 
outcome. We are now in sight of a satisfactory agreement 
within the GATT round,” he said. Failure “would cer- 
tainly deprive the world economy of a very substantial 
immediate boost to confidence.” He added: “It would 
inhibit the prospect in countries across the world of 
widespread recovery. 


“It would be a devastating blow to underdeveloped and 
developed countries and the Third World.” The value of 
an agreement to the latter countries would outstrip the 
total aid which they received from prosperous nations. 
Mr Mayor added: “It opens the danger of individual 
countnes taking protectionist measures that would then 
be followed by countermeasures, and a danger of a 
significant decline in world trade. That would be a very 
damaging outcome for the industrial north and the rest 
of the world as well.” 


Mr Kohli is to hold top-level talks with the French 
government next week in a bid to end the deadlock. It is 
expected he will make offers from the EC in return for 
French cooperation. 


Both leaders emphasised the friendly atmosphere of 
today’s summit, which was also attended by Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd, Defence Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind, President of the Board of Trade Michael! Hesel- 
tune and top Treasury civil servant Sir Nigel Wicks 


Mr Major was on a charm offensive after a touch of frost 
has crept into Anglo-German relations recently. His 
success was reflected by a smiling Mr Kohl, who stressed: 
“On nearly all points there was broad agreement.” The 
two had a similar approach to some of the ideas in the 
White Paper drawn up by EC President Jacques Delors. 


Some of the controversial plans for competitiveness, 
growth and employment in the EC were unacceptable, 
Mr Major insisted. “We need to increase the flexibility of 
our labour market. Emphatically that does not mean 
imposing work-sharing on employers,” he said. 


Mr Kohl echoed his call for greater flexibility The two 
leaders also announced that Europol, the new European 
police force, would be up and running by October next 
yezr, helping co-ordinate the fight against drugs traf- 
ficking, money laundering and terrorism. 


The two leaders also agreed on the importance of 
ensuring aid convoys got through to Bosnia during a 
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bitterly cold winter. the need for subsidiarity to be 
turned into a reality and the enlargement of the EC as 
swiftly as possible. 


Mr Major. emphasising his opposition to the Delors 
jobs’ plans, pointed to economic progress in South East 
Asia, saying: “It is very dynamic. It also offers to us, 
unless we are competitive, a very significant threat. So | 
think the lessor of their performance ts a salutory 
reminder to us that Europe cannot afford to sit back and 
look inward.” 


Mr Major went on: “One of the startling statistics 1s that 
by the turn of the century the output of Asia and the 
Pacific is forecast to exceed that of the whole of the 
European Community.” And he warned: “There 1s no 
avoiding the stark conclusion that we need to reconcile 
ourselves to relative economic decline.” 


Mr Kohl, asked by reporters. said he would not be 
attending next year’s anniversary celebrations of the 
D-Day landings 


Textile Tariffs Major Stumbling Block’ to GATT 


AU 2511130093 Paris AFP in Enelish 1143 GM] 
25 Now 93 


[Text] Maastricht, Netherlands. Nov 25 (AFP)}—A 
Dutch external trade minister on Thursday [25 
November] said that agriculture was no longer a major 
stumbling block at the GATT world trade talks but 
textiles would be a problem. 


“In my view agriculture 1s no longer the big stumbling 
block. The EC has clearly accepted not to renegotiate the 
Blair House accord, not to change the fundamentals of 
that agreement. | fear that the market access negotiations 
and reductions in textile tariffs could be much more the 
real stumbling block in the weeks te come.” Dutch 
Secretary of State for External Commerce Yvonne can 
Rooy told a forum here. 


But in France, the riew on Wednesday night was that the 
United States and ihe European Community were still 
negotiating hard. Prime Minister Edouard Balladur said 
France had gained nothing from talks in Washingeic- 
between U.S. trade negotiator Mickey Kantor and his E¢ 
counterpart Sir Leon Brittan. They announced they 
would meet again in Brussels next Wednesday |! 
December]. France has been mounting an emotional 
campaign against the Blair House aceerd on farm suly- 
sidy cuts. 


Van Rooy made her remarks to the Global Panc!. a 
forum =hich brings together major figures in politics and 
-“conomics every year. She said there had been several 
pu.sirve developments which could contribute towards a 
rapid conclusion of the Uruguay Round of the General 
Agreement of Tariffs and Trade (GATT). for which a 
make-or-break deadline has been set for December 15 
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In particular, she noted that the U.S. Congress had 
passed the NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment) “which has certainly strengthened the position of 
the Clinton Administration, enabling it now to focus 
fully on the Uruguay Round negotiations.” 


However she said there was concern over the concessions 
President Bill Clinton made to congressmen to persuade 
them to accept the NAFTA agreement “especially in the 
sensitive areas of textiles and steel” and this “might 
reduce very much its room for manoeuvre.” 


Furthermore, she said the U.S. Go ‘ernment's recent pro- 
posal to give national companies in the area of financial 
services special treatment with regard to taxes “is a very 
wrong signal. It is a clear form of discrimination.” 


“However we are close to the harbour. The time has 
arrived that the delegations in Geneva must put on the 
table solutions rather than problems,” she concluded. 


Drugs Producers Challenge GATT Patents 
Protection 


AU 2511172793 Paris AFP in English 1604 GMT 
25 Now 93 


[Text] Geneva, Nov 25 (AFP}—National drugs industry 
bodies of Canada. India and Egypt and the | 3-nation 
Latin American Pharmaceutical Association charged 
here Thursday [25 November] that draft Uruguay 
Round provisions for protection of patents would favour 
the drugs multinationals. 


A spokesman for the group, which includes Argentina, 
Brazil and Mexico, said industry representatives of the 
16 countries at a meeting here this week protested 


against the present wording of a draft agreement on 
trade-related intellectual property rights (TRIPs). 


They said the text established “long-term monopoly 
rights” for North American aid European corporations 
that developed pharmaceutical products, “putting 
mouern health care beyond the rench of large segments 
of the world’s population.” 


The draft final act of the Uruguay Round of multilateral 
trade negotiations, scheduled to wind up by mid- 
December, provides for 20-year protection of patents for 
virtually all inventions, including products and processes. 
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The 16-nation group, which said the period must be cut 
to 15 years, argued that the present wording of provi- 
sions covering pharmaceuticals could raise the cost of 
medicines five- to eight-fold, its spokesman, Rodolfo 
Rua Boiero of Argentina, told reporters. 


This was unacceptable, given the fact that in a country 
like India, modern medical treatment proved too costly 
for seven citizens out of ten, he argued. 


The group said the final text must make room for an 
“unambiguous” provision allowing domestic drug com- 
panies in developing countries the might to obtain 
licenses fo. commercial use of patents against payment 
of royalties to the patent holder. 


OPEC Countries Leave Production Ceilings 
Unchanged 


AU 2411205493 Paris AFP in Enelish 2043 GMT 
24 Now 93 


[Text] Vienna, Nov 23 (AFP}—The !2 members of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countnes (OPEC) 
decided Wednesday [24 November] to leave their pro- 
duction ceilings unchanged at 24.5 million barrels a day 
for the next few months, OPEC secretary-general Sub- 
roto said at the close of the closed-door meeting. 


The presen! |:mit was “reasonable and objective” and 
would allow the OPEC accord signed in September time 
to achieve its goal of an upturn in prices. 


Israel's Peres Urges Jordan To Make Peace 
Refore Syria 


TA261 1060893 Jerusalem Qol Yisrael in English S00 
GMT 26 Now 93 


[Text] Foreign Minister Shim‘on Peres says he hopes the 
agreement with the PLO can be signed on time. Speaking 
last night at a press conference in Brussels, Peres said 
that what is vital 1s that the Israch withdrawal be 
completed on time—four months from December 
1 3th—and it 1s less important exactly when the signing 


takes place. 


Peres said the time has come for Isracl to make peace 
with Jordan, and the Jordanians should not wait for 
Syria. Whoever waits for Syria, declared the foreign 
minister, is likely to wait a long time. He made the 
statement last night during a joint press conference with 
European Cominunity Commissioner Jacques Delors 
Peres said the upcoming visit of U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher 1s likely to breathe new life into the 
negotiations with Syria. 

















EC Com:zission Proposes New Policies, Plans 


Common Visa Policies 
AU 2411210893 Paris AFP in English 1859 GMT 
24 Nov 93 


[Text] Brussels, Nov 24 (AFP)—The European Commis- 
sion proposed here Wednesday [24 November] that the 
European Community should adopt common visa poli- 
cies and standard conditions of entry for citizens of 
non-EC countries. 


The executive Commission presented proposals for a 
revised External Borders Convention under the Maas- 
tricht Treaty which lists immigration among the issues to 
be handled jointly by the new, more integrated European 
Union. 


The EC executive wants visas to be issued under the 
same criteria throughout the |2-nation EC, so that a 
foreigner admitted into one country of the union can 
travel unhindered in the other 11. 


The Commission also approved a list of countries whose 
citizens would need visas to enter the Community, based 
oi the list currently used by the Schengen Convention of 
nine EC countries—excluding Britain, Ireland and Den- 
mark. EC Commissioner Padraig Flynn said the move 
was aimed at allowing free movement of people 
throughout the Community. 


Under the rules of the single market launched last January 
1, people were supposed to be allowed to travel within the 
Community without any hindrances such as passport 
controls. However, the border barriers are not scheduled to 
fall until next February, and then only for the Schengen 
nire. But Flynn said he hoped the new proposals would 
help persu ide Britain, Denmark and Ireland to scrap 
bord.:r cor irols for travellers within the EC. 


“We will never get to the fulfillment of complete 
freedom of movement until we have a borders conven- 
tion signed by all (countries of the EC)” he sai. 


The European Parliament announced recently that it was 
to hau! the Commission before the European Court of 
Justice for failing to compel EC countries to scrap 
internal border checks. Flynn added that the Commis- 
sion was not prepared to get involved in a dispute 
between Britain and Spain over the British crown colony 
of Gibraltar. But he urged the two countries to accelerate 
efforts to resolve their dispute over sovereignty of the 
Mediterranean territory. 


Growth Plan To Fight Unemployment 
AU 2411142393 Paris AFP in Enelish 1401 GM 


24 Nov 93 
[by Graham Brown] 


[Text] Brussels, Nov 24 (AFP)—The European Commis- 
sion made formal proposals here Wednesday [24 
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November] for a guideline economic growth plan to 
solve the European Community's mounting unemploy- 
ment crisis. 

But the European Community's executive diluted an 
earlier proposal because of criticism from member 
States, particularly of its specific recommendations for 
Cuts in interest rates. 


EC Finance Commissioner Henning Christophersen said 
the programme, to be presented at an EC summit neat 
month, aimed at creating conditions for cuts in interest 
rates “because that is the fastest way of achieving 


growth. 


But missing from the version of the guidelines approved 
by the Commission on Wednesday 1s an earlier recom- 
mendation for interest rate cuts of between 2 and 3 


percentage points by member countries. 


That proposal, presented to a mecting of EC finance 
ministers on Monday, was reyected by Germany and 
some other countries along with other specific economic 


targets. 


Thus, the Commission notes that 15 million new jobs 
could be created by the end of the decade if the current 
unemployment rate of about |! percent was cut by half 
But this is no longer presented as a target 


Christophersen said at a press conference: “We are not a 
centrally planned economy so we do not begin with a 


target.” 


But he added: “It 1s a realistic figure. (Achieving 1) 
depends on how member states are prepared to imple- 
ment the macro-economic policies.” 


The programme calls for cuts in budgct deficits and 
public debts, lower government consumption spending. 
a short-term pay freeze, more capital investment, lower 
inflation, exchange rate stability and more efficient 


taxing. 


It urges a lowering of the social security levies which 
must be paid by businesses to the authorities, and greater 
coordination of the European Community's |2 national 
economies so that monctary umion can be achieved on 
target by 1999. 


According to official forecasts, EC unemployment will 
peak at 11.5 percent in mid-1995. up from nearly |! 
percent currently. 


The European Community's economy 1s expected to 
shrink by 0.4 percent this year Lefore staging a modest 
recovery to growth of 1.3 pescent meat year and 2! 
percent in 1995. A 3 percent rate 1s considered necessary 
to lower unemployment. 


The Commission urged member states to begin reducing 
their budget deficits neat year, with the arm of bringing 
them down to the monctary union targct of ) percent of 
gross domestic product by 1996 of 1997 
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It said the European Community's average inflation rate 
should be brought down to 2 or 3 percent by 1996. 


Christophersen added that “more courageous efforts” 
were needed to cul government spending and that pay 
increases should be kept below the inflation rate. 


He also urged greater negotiations between the social 
pariners—governments, trade unions and employers—so 
that workers could be persuaded that they would benefit 
from the sacrifices they were being asked to make. 


The Commission's guidelines are issued annually and 
are supposed to be followed by member states. Public 
criticism from the European Community's executive ts 
the only sanction for countries straying from them. 


Farm Subsidies Possible for New EU Applicants 


LD2411151693 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1100 GMT 24 Nov 93 


[Text] The European Union [EU] will not offer special 
treatment on agriculture to the countries seeking mem- 
bership. This is stated by EU Commission sources, 
according to the news agencies. The Commission will 
today present its reply to the negotiation offer on agri- 
culture and regional subsidies by the countries seeking 
membership. The member countries must still approve 
the reply before the EU presents its official stance. The 
point of departure in the reply is reported to be that 
producer prices will be r uced to the EU level as soon as 
the four applying countries become members. The pro- 
ducer prices are currently higher in the applying coun- 
tries than in the EU. 


Farmers in the applying countries would lose a large part 
of their income which, according to the Commission's 
plans, would be compensated for by direct income 
support from the state. This support would be payable 
only during the transition period, duration of which has 
not yet been fixed. Finland and Norway have stated that 
they cannot accept a proposal that does not guarantee a 
permanent special subsidy to their countries agriculture 
because of difficult climatic conditions. 


Transitional, Regional Compensation 
AU 2411205993 Paris AFP in English 2014 GMT 
24 Nov 93 


[Text] Brussels, Nov 24 (AFP}—The European Commu- 
nity might give Sweden, Norway, Finland and Austria a 
transition period to adapt their system of agricultural 
subsidies when they join the EC, officials said here 
V/ednesday [26 November]. 


The EC's executive European Commission said it was 
studying the possibility of giving the four countries time 
to bring their subsidy regimes into line with community 
law. A Commission spokesman said the EC was also 
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considering bending its rules so that the candidate coun- 
ines could continue giving special regional aid to 
sparsely-populated, difficult-to-farm Arctic and moun- 
t2in regions. 


Negotiations between the EC and the four applicant 
countries are supposed to be completed by March next 
year so that they can join the EC by a target date of 
January |, 1995. But negotiations have been hampered 
by agricultural subsidies and regional aid paid out by the 
applicants at much higher levels than tolerated by EC 
competition rules. 


The spokesman said that subsidised agricultural prices in 
the applicant countries would have to be lowered to EC 
levels when they joined the Community. But he said the 
Commission might allow them to compensate their 
farmers for the resulting losses over a transition period 
still to be decided, during which the subsidies would be 
gradually phased down to EC levels. 


The Commission sani tt might accept longer-term and for 
the most northerly regions of Finland. Norway and 
Sweden where farming and local communitics cannot be 
sustained without assistance 


It said some regions could be eligible for special regional 
aid, such as Burgenland im Austria, Lappland in Finland. 
Finnmark in Norway and Norrbotten in Sweden 


European Union To Recognize Macedonia Before 
Christmas 


AU 2511182093 Frankfurt/Main FRANATURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 25 Now 93 pl 


[Report signed “C.G.~: “The European Union Wants to 
Recognize Macedonia Soon” | 


[Text] Bonn, 24 November—The 12 member states of 
the European Umon will recognize Macedonia diplo- 
matically before Christmas. In Bonn this step is seen as 
protection for Macedonia against an expansion of the 
war in the former Yugoslavia. Recognition is to be 
implemented before Greece takes over the presidency of 
the European Union at the turn of the year 


On Monday [29 November] in Geneva the foreign 
ministers of the 12 countries will negotiate with repre- 
sentatives of the Bosnian warring parties as well as with 
their leading military “fficers about the Bosnian initia- 
tive, which was decided by the European Union in 
Luxembourg last Monday upon proposal by the German 
and French foreign ministers. The European Union has 
invited Russia and the United States to send represen. 
tatives to Geneva. UN Secretary General Butrus-CGhah 
told Foreign Minister Kinkel on the phone on Tuesday 
23 November] that the United Nations supports the 
project in Geneva, whose goals are winter aid and an 
offer to Serbia to suspend the sanctions if a settlement 
for Bosnia 1s found 
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PLO’s Al-Husayni Advocates Israeli, Jordanian 
Cooperation 


AU2511215593 Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
25 Nov 93 pl 


(Unattributed report: “Minor Progress Between PLO 
and Israel] 


[Text] Cairo/Vienna—Iin the talks on implementing the 
Gaza-Jericho agreement in Cairo, Israel and the PLO 
have come closer on the issue of releasing about 10,000 
Palestinians from Israeli prisons. Regarding the size of 
the area of Jericho and the control of border checkpounts., 
there are still some problems, the PLO’s chief negotiator, 
Nabil Sha‘ath, said. 


The head of the Palestinian delegation in Washingion. 
Faysal al-Husayni. met with leading Austrian politicians im 
Vienna. In a lecture, Al-Husayni advocated close regional 
cooperation between Israel, the future Palestine, and 
Jordan. “Otherwise, we will be the big loser.” This would 
also facilitate a solution of turning Jerusalem into an open 
city. Al-Husayni said that a confederation with Jordan has 
been agreed but that it was a transitory ~ lution. 


Hamas has appealed to its suppor. ; not to carry ~~< 
any attacks against Palestinian “cu..sborators” for ive 
months. These might show repentance in the meantime 


Exports to Israel Increased by 20 Percent ir 1993 


AU 2511143693 Vienna KURIER in German 24 *.ow 93 
pi3 


[Report by Reinhard Engel: “Austrian Exports to Israel 
Increased by 20 Percent This Year] 








[Text] The free trade agreement between Isracl and the 
European Free Trade Association 1s clearly having an 
effect: In the firsi three quarters of the year. Ausira’s 
exports increased by more than 20 percent. According to 
trade delegate Hans Kaufmann, they should amount to 
more than | billion [currency not specified] this year 
This was already the case in 1992, but only thanks to a 
single mayor order for all-wheel Volkswagen transporters 
from Graz. 


Kaufmann sees the largest increases in pharmaccutical 
products, machines, chemicals, and plastics. Imporis from 
israel, however, only increased by just under 4 percent, 
with imports of fruits and vegetables even decreasing. 


For Kaufmann the current peace process 1s even more 
important than these export successes. “I hope that very 
small groups will not ruin this unique cpportunity. It 
would be a dream come truc.” Kaufmann sees a free 
trade zone of 120 million people from Egypt to Syria 


First of all, however, mayor investments in the infra- 
structure will be made “and we Austrians have to par- 
i ecupate™ (Kaufmann). In the next 24 months, hundreds 
of millions of dollars are to flow, the World Bank has 
estemasted the need for the next five years at $2.35 
tillion: streets, power plants, water mains, and sewage 
pursfication plants. According to Kaufmann. domestx 
companies have a good chance of obtaining orders. both 
Austria's traditionally good name with the Palestinians 
and the recent improvement in its political relations with 
Israel are helpful. he said 








FY. WEL - 93-226 
) a ower 1993 


Belgium 


One-Day General Strike Protests Government Plan 


AU 2611092693 Paris AFP in English 0850 GMT 
26 Now 93 


[Text] Brussels. Se 26 (AFP)}—Belgium was paralysed 
by a one-day gees: strike on Friday [26 November] as 
workers in the po’sic and private sectors responded 
Massively to trad’ »a\ "i protests against government 
eCONOMIC austeriꝰ· 


Public transport grour»! a halt throughout the country 
along with postal and other services. There was a partial 
blackout of local radio and television broadcasts. 


Strikers threw up pickets on main roads leading to 
Brussels National Airport on the outskirts of the Belgian 
capital, blocking access to the airport. 


The national carrier Sabena said flights were delayed by 
up to one hour in order to give passengers more time to 
gct to the airport, and because of thick fog. But airport 
authorities said air controllers were at work as usual. 


The country’s major port, at Antwerp, was shut down. 
leaving some vessels stranded outside the port in heavy 
fog. Mayor hospitals were running slimmed-down emer- 
gency services. 


Many businessc< instructed staff to stay at home because 
of the lack of transpor:. Many newspapers did not appear 
on Friday. and normal deliveries were blocked. Super- 
markets were closed, as were many banks. 


It was the first general strike since 1936 when workers 
demanded a week of paid holiday. 


This time, they were protesting against a governmentul 
economic recovery plan involving a two-year pay freeze. 
iagher taxes and cuts in social security. 


The government is trying to reduce its massive social 
security and budget deficits. and ie make Belgian busi- 
ness More competitive by cutting the wage and non-wage 
costs of labour. 
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The strike. called by Belgium's two mayor trade unions. 
signals an intensification of . campaign of roll:ng day- 
long strikes im various soctors and regsons since end- 
October. More rolling actions are expected next month 


The two unions behind the labour action. the socialist 
General Federation of Belgian Labour and the Confed- 
erauion of Christian U mons. represent about two million 


people. 


Both umions are close to important different clements of 
the centre-left coalition government of Prime Minister 
Jean-Luc Dehaene 


They have demanded that the government do more to 
soften the effects of the austerity plan and do more to 
stop rising unemployment 


The public debt currentl stands at more than 120 
percent of gross domestic product (GDP), absortng 
about \) percent of the annual national budgct 


Unemployment has risen by nearly 16 pevcent over the 
past year. to 14 percent of the work*orce. Some SU0.000 
people are out of work in a country which has a popula- 
ion of 10 millon 


Belgium's social charges on business, anvong the highest 
in the EC, have been blamed for hurting competitiveness 
and the ability of business to create more sobs 


The Dehaene plan features cuts in social security 
spending so that social chargs on businessmen can be 
reduced in a bid to gct them io create new jobs 


The Belgian Parharnent passed ihe pian this month with 
comfortable marorities. But trade unnynests argue that 
imposes excessive sacrifices on workers without offering 
sufficrent guarantees of job creation 


Dehaen~ announced in a statement published on 


Thursday that the government was preparing for consul- 
tations. after Friday's strike, with both trade unions and 
employers 
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Hurd Views European Union, Relations With 
Germany 


AU 2511124493 Berlin LAE WELT in German 
25 Nov 93 p 4 


{Imterview with Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd by 
Fre act Gatermann and Jochen Thies; place and date not 
given: “An Interview With Douglas tiurd™) 


[Text] [DIE WELT] In view of the British expenences in 
the Balkans. how do you assess the latest decisions by the 
European Union on Bosnia on the basis of a German- 
French proposal” 


[Hurd] We, as those standing outside, cannot prevent 
people from fighting or starving cach other. Only the 
parties involved can pul an end to the conflict. On 22 
November, the European foreign ministers agreed on 
another attempt to bring the hostile parties on a path 
toward a solution and make them fulfill their obligations 
to facilitate the flow of relief goods. These will be the two 
goals of the meeting of the foreign ministers with the 
parties of conflict in Geneva on 29 November This 
initiative has my full support. 


[DIE WELT] In Queen Elizabeth's speech from the 
throne [at the opening of the parliamentary season]. the 
government cxpressed its desire for an expansion of the 
European Union to include states in Central and East 
Europe. In your opinion, when will these countries be 
ready for such a step. and whai should the European 
Union members do to prepare them for it” 


[Hurd] Last June, the heads of state and government of 
the European Union decided that the associzted Central 
European states should join the European Union as soon 
as they fulfill the economic and political obligations of 
membership. | hope that this will be the case soon. The 
exact date *.4 the accession of cach individual country 
naturaily depends to a large extent on the success and the 
progress of its economic reforms. But «: can and must 
help them. 


Great Britain has long advocated that the most concrete 
help by the European Union consists in opening its 
markets for the cxports of the Central European coun- 
tries. While the association agreements with these coun- 
ines point in thes direction, Germany and Great Britain 
could urge a further liberalization of trade through close 


cooperation. 


[DIE WELT] Apart from combating terrorism, wii the 
European Union play a role in the conflict in Northern 
Ireland” 


[Hurd] A solution for the problems in Northern Ircland 
must be achieved by the efforts of those dorectly 
involved—that 1s. the people in Northern Ireland and 
the British and the Irish Governments. The European 
Union will continue to make welcome contributions to 
the International Fund for Ireland. which supports 
proyects for promoting mutual understanding 
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(DIE WELT] On the one hand, German-British relations 
are said to be very good on both sides. On the other hand. 
there have been irritations. for instance. on the issues of 
environment, EKO Stahl. contacts with Iran. and 
Thatcher's memoirs. Are bilateral relations cooling down” 


[Hurd] We are cooperating closely with Germany in 
many fields. Concerning any central ttems on the 
agenda, we have very similar views. Of course. there are 
fields in which we are of a different opinion. but these 
things are discussed frankly. 


Al our summit meeting last year. Dr. Klaus Kenkel and I 
adopted a declaration on cooperation between the For- 
eign Ministries and the embassics. As a result. coopera- 
tion between our diplomatic services has been iwitensi- 
fied and expanded in many orcas. In Almaty and M.nsk. 
we are now sharing jon! accommodations with the 
Germans. In our missions in ciher countries, we have 
regular meetings. during which we exchange intorma- 
tion. Talks are held vctween high-ranking officials. In the 
Foreign Ministries, there 1s a regular exchange of 
employees. These are some of the many caamples of our 


cooperation 


Unsonists Voice ‘Anxiety’ Over Ulster Peace Process 
PM2411751623 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
Enelish 24 Sow 3 p 2 


[Report by Philip Johnston: “Molyncaus U'rees Mayor 
To Call Off Irish Peace Talks” ] 


[Text] Mr Major's peace initiative in Nev here: Ircland 
suffered a sevious setback last night when Mr James 
Molyneaus, leader of the Ulster Unionists, effectively 
urged him to call off his efforts to seck agreement with 
Jublin 


He said Britain was being required to broker a deal for an 
end ty violence not with Mr Albert Reynolds, the Irish 
prime minister, but with Mr Gerry Adams. president of 
Sinn Fein 


“No amount of diplomatic vertiage can conceal the 
uncomfortable fact that Dublin 1s merely the conduit,” 
added Mr Molyncaus 


Earlier. the Prime Minister said he wanted to explore 
whether the IRA really did want to give up violence 


However, he reaffirmed that Northern Ircland’s status 
within the United Kingdom would not be changed 
without the consent of the mayority 


Following Tory criticism, Mt Mayor defended his deci- 
sion to “look for peace...bul not peace al any price’ ata 
time when it appeared that some in the IRA wanted to 
end the violence 


“The Un on 1s emportant to us.” Mr Major sand 
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“We are not in any way in the business of securing the 
break-up of the United Kingdom. Whilst we are looking 
for peace if it is available, we are not looking for peace at 
any price.” 


He added: “*What I do wish to know is whether the IRA 
are prepared to end their violence for good. 


“It is right to explore that question when there do seem 
to be some suggestions that the IRA may be thinking 
about an end to violence.” 


Mr Major’s remarks followed a meeting of the Cabinet's 
Northern Ireland committee, but officials declined to say 
what was discussed. 


It was the first open acknowledgment that the British 
Government was seriously exploring the much- 
rumoured possiblity that the Provisional IRA was 
seeking a way out of its 25-year terror campaign. 


But Mr Molyneaux, in his first Commons speech since 
the latest push for a new settlement began, said the 
juxtaposition between political progress in Northern 
Ireland and an end to IRA violence was “disastrous.” 


He gave warning of a looming crisis in Ulster unless the 
fears among the province's professional classes could be 
allayed. 


“Many of these groups are now in such a state of anxiety 
that they disbelieve every assurance and suspect betrayal 
in every sentence they read or hear,” he said. 


“I have no means of knowing how long such simmering 
fears can be contained. 


“But I do know something must be done to reduce the 
fever—and the two government machines in London 
and Dublin must very carefully weigh both words and 
actions if a crisis is to be avoided.” 


Mr Molyneaux said British efforts should instead be 
concentrated on setting up new democratic institutions 
in the province to which all parties—Unionist and 
nationalist—could subscribe. 


The speech—heard by Sir Patrick Mayhew, Northern 
Ireland Secretary—was a blow to Mr Major's recent 
upbeat assessment of the chances of an early break- 
through in Northern Ireland. 


Mr Molyneaux also voiced the deepening anxieties of 
Unionists that Britain was being pulled into a process 
underpinned by the plan drawn up by Mr John Hume, 
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leader of the nationalist SDLP [Social Democratic and 
Labor Party] and Mr Adams. 


Much hinges on the compromises Dublin is willing to 
make towards achieving a new settlement, but Mr 
Molyneaux said it was now clear that Dublin could not 
meet the main Unionist condition for a cross-border 
settlement—the abandonment of the Irish Republic's 
constitutional claim to the territory of Ulster. 


Despite the cold water being poured on his initiative, the 
Prime Minister remains keen to sustain the process at 
least until next month’s planned summit in Dublin. 


But without the support of at least one of the Unionist 
parties, he can make little realistic progress. 


Mr Major is iikely to be further apprised of Unionist 
fears when he meets Mr lan Paisley, leader of the 
hardline Democratic Unionists, at Downing Street today 
for the second time in a fortnight. 


Italy To Lease 24 RAF Tornado Planes 


LD2411145393 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1220 GMT 24 Nov 93 


[By Charles Miller, PRESS ASSOCIATION Defense 
Correspondent] 


[Text] Italy is to lease 24 RAF Tornado fighters after an 
intense competition with United States aircraft, defence 
officials said today. Italian Defence Minister Fabio 
Fabbri took the decision in principle after meeting 
Defence Secretary Malcolm Rifkind last week. 


The decision to lease the 24 surplus aircraft over 10 years 
has now to be ratified by the Italian parliament. 


Mr Rifkind offered the Tornados after the Italians said 
they needed fighters to bolster their ageing fleet of 
Starfighters until the new Eurofighter enters service 
around the turn of the century. 


However, the United States offered the Italians a highly 
competitive opportunity to buy or lease F-15s or F-16s. 
But the Italians selected the Tornado F3 because they 
already operate the ground-attack version of the plane 
and were acutely aware that a decision to fly U.S. planes 
would undermine their commitment to Eurofighter. 


The Tornados were to be taken out of service under 
extensive cutbacks and placed in storage. They will now 
be leased to Italy on a “no-profit, no-loss” basis and 
Britain will provide a training package for aircrew. 
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Kohl, UK's Major Meet Prior to NATO, EU 
Talks 


LD2511125093 Hamburg DPA in German 1206 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)}—Prior to the summit meetings of 
the European Union and NATO, German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl and British Prime Minister John Major 
began this year’s intergovernmental consultations in 
Bonn today. Both sides say that the talks will focus on a 
framework for opening up Europe to Eastern states in 
economic and security terms. [passage omitted] 


Urge United Foreign Policy 


LD2511210393 Berlin DDP in German 1638 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP}—British Prime Minister John Major 
and Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl agree that the 
European Union should form a united foreign and 
security policy as quickly as possible. Following Ger- 
man-British consultations, Kohl told journalists in Bonn 
this evening that the two governments therefore wel- 
come the initiatives for a conference of the warring 
parties in former Yugoslavia. 


Kohl said he and Major are in complete agreement that 
the EU opens up new possibilities in the sphere of 
domestic and legal policy. Drug-related crime and orga- 
nized crime could only be combated effectively on a 
joint basis. 


The two politicians also discussed the situation of the 
labor market in the European Union. There must be 
joint activities here at European level to resolutely 
combat unemployment. This above all includes deregu- 
lation efforts and improved conditions for the economy 
in order to achieve lower incidental wage costs. The 
British and German governments fully agree that 
spending and employment programs will not bring any 
lasting improvements on the labor market. 


Kohi and Major stressed that the German-British con- 
sultations took place in a very friendly and open atmo- 
sphere. Kohl added that they reached complete agree- 
ment on nearly all points. 


SPD's Scharping Addresses 24 Nov Bundestag 
Session 

AU 2411142593 Hamburg ARD Television Network in 
German 1124 GMT 24 Nov 93 


[Speech by Rudolf Scharping, Rhineland-Palatinate 
minister-president and SPD chairman, in the Bundestag 
in Bonn—live] 


[Text] Madam Presideat, Ladies and Gentlemen: Mr. 
Chancellor, you and others have repeatedly referred to 
the Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] con- 
gress. | think this is appropriate [applause]—not only 
because you have to include us in your calculations, but 
also in view of the fact that it is absolutely right that 
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parties like the Christian Democratic Union [(CDU] or 
the Free Democratic Party of Germany [FDP}]—which 
no longer have a majority among the people, even 
though they still have a majority here in parliament— 
deal with those who enjoy the trust of the majority of the 
people. [applause. unintelligible interyections] 


However, I add, Mr. Chancellor, that this ts not the 
central topic at the current moment in the debate. The 
central topic is that over the past four years, since the fall 
of the Wall, you have almost completely gambled away 
the great capital of hope. courage, joy, dedication, and 
readiness for joint work. [applause] 


If such a general debate. Mr. Chancellor, is to serve the 
policy line, one must probably do two things—namely, talk 
about what those currently in power have done over the 
past years and talk about what ts necessary in the future. In 
any case, this Federal Government does not offer what 
Germany urgently needs, namely orientation, clear goals, 
and the demand for joint reconstruction work in Germany. 
This is not what you are offering. [applause] 


I recall the debate on the first occasion here, and | still 
insist that. first of all, one has to deal with questions that 
concern people and their specific living conditions and 
their fate in Germany. One must not be surprised if a 
family man, who has to provide for his family with one 
or two children with 1,700 or 1,800 German marks 
[DM], does not find his concerns reflected in one or the 
other empty political phrases, which ts voiced here, 
because he must have the feeling that these living con- 
ditions have become completely unknown to those who 
sometimes hold political speeches as those who are in 
power and that they have no idea of what normal life is 
actually like. [applause] 


When I hear remarks about the labor market, social justice, 
and the housing situation in Germany, I find all of this 
confirmed. Whoever talks about the lives of people in such 
a cool manner, with balance sheets and statistics, alienates 
them from politics and the necessity of a common effort. 
This 1s precisely what you are doing. [applause] 


Since you, Mr. Chancellor, have just come back from 
visiting flourishing landscapes in the East, | can only 
recommend that you make very practical studies of that. 
even though you are not dealing with flourishing land- 
scapes but with people, who have precisely the same 
right—regardless of the fact that your trip to China can 
be called a success—that you dedicate the same amount 
of time, the same attention, and the same consistency to 
them. This is what you are dodging. [unintelligible 
interyections, applause] 


The same holds true for the many thousands of young 
people who are now undergoing training in mining, in 
the shipyards, in the steel industry, or elsewhere and are 
perfectly aware of the fact that this training does not give 
them any professional chance. If we want to ensure this 
country’s future, we will have to do much more to make 
sure that young people have a chance for the future 
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regarding education and training, jobs, family life, and 
secure material conditions. [applause] 


If you do not care about social conditions any more—! 
do care. I do care that | million children in this country 
are experiencing the fact that, together with their par- 
ents, they have to live on social welfare assistance. This 
bothers me [applause] because I know what it means for 
the ability of experiencing one’s own value and deter- 
mining it together with others. Those who keep speaking 
about performance and say that it must be worthwhile 
again must be asked what conditions they set, since 
many people in this country cannot even experience 
their own performance. [applause] 


If you do not care—I do care that in this country, more 
than 100,000 people with children are homeless. | also 
care that you have the intention to send the 48-year-old 
steelworker, miner, or other worker who lost his job 
through no fault of his own to the welfare agency. | do 
care. [applause] Ladies and Gentlemen, this is not just a 
matter of personal feelings. It is, above all, a matter of 
whether one still has the feeling of what political, social, 
and cultural harm is done in a country if such conditions 
are regularly ignored. [applause] 


It is one thing to make concerned and justified statements 
about increasing disappointment, right-wing and—if you 
like—left-wing radicalism, Mr. Federal Chancellor. But it 
is another thing to sta.e what one is doing to mitigate or 
promote such conditions. [shouts, applause] | am happy | 
wake you up. [shouts, applause] We will see whether the 
method was good, Mr. Colleague. We will certainly have 
very interesting discussions. 


Let me tell you this. If the government and the opposi- 
tion, the Federal Government, the land governments, 
the regional and local authorities do not develop a 
perspective of how to give people jobs, women equal 
opportunities, and young people prospects for the future, 
then I fear everyone concerned will suffer. What I mean 
by this is that I consider it urgently necessary that we not 
only talk about Germany as an industrial location, but 
start talking about Germany as a location of life—to 
quote what the Evangelical Church said. [applause] 


Internal peace and justice belong together. Your com- 
ment is that the Social Democrats instigate social envy 
and protect thinking in the category of entitlements. I tell 
you this. There are people who set an example and others 
who refuse to set an example in this country. It is 
absolutely right that with the current growth rates—even 
if we create the most favorable political framework 
conditions—the high basic unemployment cannot be 
reduced or can only be reduced slightly. 


In view of this, it will not just be a matter of determining 
fields where growth can take place, but also to change 
organization and distribution of work. The chancellor talks 
of the European Community; there are proposals by the 
president, Jaques Delors. There are proposals by other 
governments, too. And, Mr. Chancellor, | miss something 
here on the necessity to come to a joint initiative for 
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environmental-friendly growth and for jobs also in the 
European Community. [applause] This question will play a 
role during the European summit in the second week in 
December. It will be interesting to know whether the 
government is prepared. in its own policy and in the 
European Community, to do what can be done with the 
help of the Community, namely determining fields of 
growth and promoting investment. | will name these. They 
have something to do with environmental technology. a 
European transport system. and European aviation. and 
aerospace. If nothing is done there, and if the Federal 
Government sticks to its position—like it did in the 
threatened steel sector, at the price of the necessary aid to 
Oekostah! in Brandenburg—to make sure, for the sake of 
Oekostahl, that the completely unfair subsidy competition 
in the European Union [EU] ts continued, then we would 
have traded in stones. instead of bread. [applause] We will 
all feel it, in the Ruhr area at the latest. | do not only want 
to tell you that we have to determine growth sectors and 
that there must be initiatives in the European Community. 
But | also want to tell you something about the German 
situation, and | would like to quote a company, against 
which you certainly have no objections. This 1s from a 
study by the McKinsey consulting company. This study 
shows that questions of competitiveness in Germany pro- 
duce very clear results, compared with other countries. 
Two-thirds of Japanese cost advantages, according to 
McKinsey.... [unintelligible interyections] Mr. Glos, on the 
question of how to evaluate political matters, knowledge 1s 
quite helpful... [applause] You all know the nice old saying 
that the head comes before the voice box. [unintelligible 
interjyections}] Two-thirds of Japanese cost advantages are 
due to better management, efficient production, and an 
excellent organization of work. Two- thirds’! The Swiss 
Banking Federation, and not a Social-Democratic Institu- 
tion, has proven in a study that among 38 competing 
industrial nations, Germany currently ranks fifth in com- 
petitiveness behind the United States, Switzerland, Japan, 
and Belgium. According to the Swiss study, Germany will 
fall to 18th place in competitiveness by the year 2005, if 
nothing changes, behind Korea, China, Isracl. Singapore. 
Japan, and Hong Kong, who will hold the first six ranks 
then. | am quoting this, Ladies and Gentlemen, because | 
think it 1s absolutely necessary to ask oneself in view of this 
backdrop.... [unintelligible interjyections’. Do not fight 
information.... In view of this backdrop, | think five 
measures are absolutely necessary. First, we must take care 
that shorter hours are worked in industrial production. 
Under the current situation, we have to be open about this. 
This will not work with full wages. 


The second point in this connection is the question of 
machine operating times. | do not want to repeat every- 
thing | said in the first debate. However, in this context of 
industrially organized work, working hours, and fairer 
distribution of work, one can say that there 1s a model. 
This model has been defined by employees and the trade 
unions. After all, | regard it as quite remarkable that the 
work council of the Volkswagen plant 1s campaigning for it 
in full-page advertisements under the headline: We prefer 
to work shorter hours than to be unemployed for a long 
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time—out of responsibility for families, children, and 
colleagues. | wish that one could say this of the Federal 
Government—that it acted in a similarly exemplary way 
as, for example, the members of the Volkswagen work 
council. This is what | would wish. [applause] 


The other point is that some burden must be taken off 
wage-intensive enterprises, because, otherwise, strategies 
of cutting working hours will always lead to higher labor 
costs there. Against this backdrop, it is absolutely essen- 
tial to finally release the social security systems from 
their function as workhorses and financiers of German 
unity. This is absolutely essential [applause] 


After all, it is the figures of the federal labor minister and 
many others that indicate that, in this situation, as much 
damage is being done to solidarity among the German 
people as to the competitive chances of the wage- 
intensive enterprises, if, what has to be contributed by all 
groups of German society, is only financed through the 
contributions of the employees via the social security 
systems. [applause] 


It is, therefore, most astonishing that no initiatives have 
come from this Federal Government but only the most 
controversial statement that, on the one hand, ancillary 
wage costs are very high, while, on the other hand, this 
government has pursued a policy that has raised these 
very ancillary wage costs into unprecedented heights. 
[applause] This is the result of your policy. | am empha- 
sizing this second point against the background that the 
volume of paid working hours has leveled off in Ger- 
many at approximately 46 billion hours per year, almost 
regardless of economic fluctuations. 


This shows that in a society in which the percentage of 
younger people is decreasing as that of the older gener- 
ation is increasing, even under the aspect of reform and 
the lasting securing of the social system, it is imperative 
not to finance everything via employee social security 
contributions; the entire community has to participate 
when general interests are at stake. [applause] 


I know that you do not want that. Elsewhere you also like 
to talk a lot about competitive strength, the importance of 
research and technology, education and science. etc. In this 
connection, | only want to say the following: The Eco- 
nomic Research Institute arrives at the conclusion that 
German industry's technulogical competitive position 1s 
crumbling, that the share in the number of international 
new patents has clearly diminished, and that research 
spending at the enterprise and state levels is, unfortu- 
nately, stagnating. We are spending a total of 2.6 percent of 
our gross national product, while our main competitors are 
spending as much or more. It is, thus, not merely a 
question of rising budget figures. Dear Chancellor, the 
series of figures that you mentioned signals more than 
clearly one thing: the meager growth rates in recent years 
clearly indicate a severe deficit for the future, a severe 
deficit regarding spending on research and technology— 
besides, also at the level of enterprises. After all, what | 
have described here is not only a lack of action and 
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imagination at the level of politics but also a lack of action 
and imagination in many spheres of German management. 
[applause] Since you mentioned Baden-Wurttemberg, | 
will also do so. In an exemplary way, small- and medium- 
sized enterprises have been asked to cooperate to secure 
quality in production and to create information on what is 
possible regarding the organization of work with the cur- 
rently applicable wage agreements. 


After all, the worst deficiency is that at the political level 
this 1s discussed in an ideologically lopsided way, while at 
the company and management levels there 1s completely 
inadequate information about what would already be 
possible with company agreements on the basis of current 
wage contracts to improve machine time and organize 
work in a more flexible and intelligent way. [applause] 


You have twice said, with a side-swipe, that I have 
Helmut Schmidt on my side. You will not be offended 
when I say that | would rather have Helmut Schmidt on 
my side than some of you. [applause] 


This is also a question of information and knowledge. 
Since I spoke of examples and rejected examples, | would 
like to tell you something about what you criticized here. 


In my view, we do not just have a deficiency in politics. 
You like to talk about elites, about those who perform 
most in society, about those on whom future develop- 
ment depends. [unintelligible interyections}] No, | am not 
belittling them at all. I just demand something—together 
with many smart entrepreneurs and with many people in 
the two Christian churches and others—namely the 
hitherto rejected example of the elites. | must tell you 
that, unfortunately, you are not doing anything to change 
this refusal. On the contrary, you are making the situa- 
tion worse, when you give the impression that the 
recovery of the community, new hope for Germany, ana 
common effort depend on taking the most money out of 
the pockets of the weakest. [applause] 


You are making this process worse, and the brazenness 
with which you are doing it 1s such a gross contradiction 
to your fear of demanding this example that one has to 
assume it is based rather on a specific intention than on 
incompetence. [applause, unintelligible interyections] 


What cheap statements I have heard in this debate 
{unintelligible interyections]}—unbearably cheap. As if 
we wanted to reduce somebody's opportunities in life, as 
if we wanted to weaken the investment strength of 
German industry. No, we want investments to receive 
tax privileges, to shape corporate taxes accordingly, and 
precisely for this reason we have struggled not to make 
write-off conditions tangibly worse in connection with 
the law on safeguarding location. By doing this. at the 
same time we demand that those who perform most. the 
elites, should act as an example in Germany. and I say 
the phrase here. too: If someone is able to pay DM 2.000 
in taxes a year, it will not ruin him and his life to pay 
DM2.200 in the future. It will not ruin him. [applause] 
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And if we do not finally free ourselves from the claim 
that this means fanning social envy.... [sentence incom- 
plete as heard] No, I am not envious at all, but I appeal 
to those who are strong and powerful and forceful in this 
society to make their contribution to having this society 
advance through a common effort instead of retreating 
into a corner and defending their property. [applause] 


This is what I call the actual thinking in terms of claims, 
when in a time, when many things have changed and 
some have changed dramatically, an attitude is prevalent 
among our people, particularly among the influential, 
the powerful, and high-earners that says: there is no need 
for me to change anything in my life, and I do not want 
to, either. This is the worst attitude one can have. The 
Americans say somewhat mockingly, these are the NIM- 
BY’s—not in my backyard. They have a strange and very 
marked inclination to coin abbreviations: The 
DINK’s—double income no kids, the Yuppies—the 
young ~ han professional people; and now the NIM- 
BY’s—iiot in my backyard. [unintelligible interjections] 
Nothing is supposed to change in my own backyard. 


And then a society is deteriorating when it first weakens 
the weak even further and does not demand an example, 
participation, and solidarity from the strong. [unintelli- 
gible interjections, applause] 


You do not have to accept it from me. I readily make this 
concession. But you should read what the two large 
churches—the Catholic Church in its social doctrine and 
the Evangelical Church elsewhere—say on this theme, 
you should read what thoughtful entrepreneurs say on 
this topic. It 1s not Social Democratic or trade unionist 
propaganda according to the motto that we are the 
protective power of the little people, but it is meanwhile 
the basic conviction of most people in this country. 


Your political failure consists of the fact that you were 
unable and not courageous enough in 1990, and are 
unable and not courageous enough now, to call for such 
an example. This is a very crucial failure. [applause] 


Ladies and Gentlemen, I know that such policy can 
always be pushed aside on all possible pretexts. But I 
stress that those who really act with political responsi- 
bility should seek consensus on these very issues. The 
great differences are in this area—differences not on an 
individual political decision or an individual sociopolit- 
ical measure, but on the basic conviction of what com- 
munity, solidarity, and cohesion mean in a society. You 
weaken it and we want to strengthen it. [applause] 


On this background, | would like to comment on the many 
diversions that have been made. [shouts} If you cannot 
listen, let me repeat that | suggested to you to that we 
relieve the social security systems and implement an 
intelligent organization of labor. | suggested to you that we 
combine modernization of the social welfare state with © 
active employment policy, etc. | only mention some | 
aspects. | would be ready to speak for another ho: 

first of all, | would like to deal with your policy. 
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You have made three diversions. First, the so-called 
discussion on values. Second, escape into the national 
aspect. Third, the conscious acceptance of fear. 


On the first point—the values. You say that honesty, 
credibility, diligence, thrift, performance are good 
values. I do not dispute this. Of course, they are good 
values. In the political discussion, however, we musi ask 
who represents these values. In connection with honesty 
and credibility, many things come to my mind regarding 
German unity and this Federal Government. [applause] 
They describe a problem, as you all know very well— 
flourishing landscapes; no one will be worse off, but 
many will soon be better off, no tax increases; etc. I have 
no objection to your proclaiming the virtues of honesty, 
credibility, truthfulness. | would have much more sym- 
pathy if you practiced them. [applause] 


Then you said something about Schleswig-Holstein and 
Mr. Engholm. I want to say something about it. | think 
the matter must and will be clarified. The SPD has called 
for an investigation committee. Let me say this, and | am 
quite frank—lI think much of all this is depressing, and I 
am sure we would have more sensible talks if Social 
Democrats could admit that they find the matier 
depressing and difficult, and if the Christian Democrats 
could say the same about the salaries of the Saxony- 
Anhalt ministers. Then it would be a credible operation. 


[applause] 


Excuse me, in a land such as Saxony-Anhalt, you may 
laugh, but this again is a point that bothers me greatly. | 
think that to pay such high salaries to the west German 
ministers and the minister-president in a land such as 
Saxony-Anhalt with its huge problems 1s indecent, to put 
it quite clearly. I think it is indecent. [applause] 


It would be good if we were strong enough to say that 
there are, of course, also problems in social democracy — 
who would dispute this. | add, we are not as good as we 
would like to be. But we can add this for ourselves, and 
your speech would be more credible if you said some- 
thing on your own difficulties, instead of always pushing 
a political process that only consists of mutual 
reproaches and instead of showing a line along which one 
could move. {applause] 


We are still discussing the values. Performance must be 
worthwhile again. Why don't you explain to us what this 
general policy statement means, in light of the fact that 
you now intend to block the road of young journeymen 
to the master craftsman’s certificate through an amend- 
ment to the Law on Employment Promotion. [applause] 


To say that we have too many students and too few 
apprentices, Mr. Chancellor, is something that plays off 
one group against the « »xer and exceeds the require- 
ments of a technologically highly developed country. But 
your argument does not gain credibility by complaining 
about the number of apprentices and, at the same time, 
blocking future prospects for technical jobs, with a view 
to technical colleges. If you complain about one you 
must not do the other. [applause] 
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As far as achievements are concerned, | have already 
referred to the big Christian churches and the social 
ideas of the Catholic Church and the Protestant Church. 
You picked up the term “society of greed.” Let me tell 
you one thing. You know where this is comes from. You 
also know who you are turning against. And I will refrain 
from quoting Mr. Bayer’s speech on the occasion of 3 
October again, having heard how uncomfortable some of 
those concerned feel about it. But I would just like to tell 
you that the moment you turn against social democracy 
because it quotes Catholic ideas, Protestant churches, 
and other responsible forces, down to the trade unions, 
you not only turn against social democracy, but against 
all these forces, and you will be presented with the bill 
some day. [applause] 


I spoke of the great capital in courage, hope, and engage- 
ment being largely wasted through bad management. 
{unintelligible interyections] Against this background, | 
will say something about symbols; you asked me about it. 
[unintelligible interyections] We could argue about this 
for ages, and l do not have any intentions of hurting Mr. 
Heitmann, and | will not have such intentions in the 
future. But he has become a symbol. And this extends far 
into your own party. A few quotes now and again, press 
Cuttings, expecting that something will be said in this 
matter, and replies will have to be made. l find it quite 
alarming that the chairman of the Jewish community, of 
the Central Council of Jews in Germany, Bubis, has to 
accuse Mr. Heitmann of contributing to removing 
taboos from areas where they must not be removed, in 
connection with foreigners, or from our past, for which 
many of us are not to be blamed, but for which we all 
have some responsibility. Let me quote what Mr. 
Eylman said about this topic, namely that Mr. Heitmann 
iS NOL an integration figure. Or, what other deputies and 
citizens of this country have written, going far into the 
ranks of your own party. 


You can accuse me of expressing myself sharply, and I 
can live with this. In the opposite case, | would like to tell 
you one thing: I can live with this accusation, and | 
would like to add that I do not want to attack Mr. 
Heitmann personally. | mean something completely dif- 
ferent. The way in which the Office of Federal President 
is treated in this country at the moment. [applause] Yes. 
certainly. | would not have thought of Mr. Heitmann. 
And that you thought of him is a signal as well. It 1s a 
symbol. [applause]. And, Mr. Chancellor, | would like to 
state clearly, the problem is not the candidate but the 
structures in which he was nominated, and the political 
intentions behind it. This is the real problem. 


Speaking of symbols, and for me this is a symbol, I could 
add a lot to that, I prefer living with symbols like the 
ones originating from the surroundings of social democ- 
racy. And in my view not only Willy Brandt kneeling in 
the Warsaw ghetto is such a symbol, but also Johannes 
Rau is a symbol for the growing-together and unity in 
Germany. [applause] 
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The second diversionary maneuver is the escape into 
nationalism—in the Christian Social Union [CSU] prob- 
ably a bit more strongly than the CDU, and in some 
parts there more strongly than in others. In total, how- 
ever, this development 1s taking place completely at the 
cost of a perhaps very simple but still appropriate 
insight: None of the large problems of the future can be 
solved at the national level. And whoever ts escaping 
into nationalism is at the same time fleecing from solving 
these problems of the future. [applause] 


Nothing—neither in environmental policy nor in indus- 
trial policy, neither in transportation policy nor in other 
areas, and certainly not the global topics of peace and 
development—can be solved at the national level any 
longer. [unintelligible interyections}] Against this back- 
ground, it is an unusually alarming sign for the psycho- 
logical situation of the current time and of yourself that 
you are refusing onentation and guidance also by pre- 
tending to the people that the big problems of life and 
tasks of the future can still be solved with the means of 
the nation-state [applause. unintelligible interyections). 
whereby | expressly add—if you permit me to finish the 
sentence—that | do see the differences in the CDU/CSU. 


I add here that I expressly support the chancellor's 
European policy in its long-term prospects, even though 
one can always discuss details, and it might not be bad if 
the CSU could also say this. [applause] 


It is not the case that we have to turn partly very 
considerable differences in opimion and political oppo- 
sition into enmity on principle so to speak, and it 1s not 
the case that agreements on some issues, which are 
considered important and striven for because of over- 
whelming common interest, immediately have to be 
sorted into the various party policy boxes. I know that 
temptation is great, not only among journalists but also 
among those who live off this in terms of party policy. 
Nevertheless, | add that even in the field of international 
politics one should strive for common points wherever 
possible, even if it is possible only with a certain effort, 
just because of the lasting predictability of a country. 


I expressly say the following against this background, 
and please do not be angry with me when I say here that, 
in connection with the role of the Bundeswehr, Minister- 
President Stoiber, one can quarre! about how things are 
regarding an intervention army, from the SPD point of 
view, it 1s undisputed that the Bundeswehr ts a means of 
national defense and has our full support, [applause] 
actually, this cannot be anything new to you since the 
Godesberg Program—expressly said when visiting 
troops in (?Roth) that the term intervention army 1s an 
honorary title. For the time being, | do not draw any 
further conclusions from that. I just think that 1 would 
be good if you dealt with this matter, too. 


Regarding Somalia and the United Nations, I tell you 
that at the first reading of this budget Colleague Schae- 
uble pointed out to me that | had given him an inter- 
esting interim report concerning preparations for the 
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SPD congress. Now I could give you a concluding report, 
Colleague Schaeuble. I know that you would not like it, I 
also know that you did not expect this kind of report, but 
that ts certainly your problem. 


I just want to make two points regarding international 
affairs and the United Nations. One is of a basic nature: 
It 1s completely undisputed that by joining the United 
Nations the FRG assumed the rights and duties of the 
Charter, just as it must remain undisputed that on 
individual questions and for every party, if you like, how 
one wants to live up to this international obligation must 
be decided. [applause] The point that applies to a spe- 
cific issue refers to the mission in Somalia. 


And I leave it for the time being—although it would be 
tempting. Colleague Kinkel and Colleague Ruehe—it 
would be absolutely tempting, but I leave it. | want to 
point out a completely different point, which also has 
something to do with the current psychological situation. 
I am trying to imagine the debates that would have 
arisen in Germany if the relief organizations had said the 
following: Dear Government, please give us DM500 
million so that we can effectively help the people in 
Somalia. [applause] I am trying to imagine it. [applause] 
I also ask you to consider for once whether it 1s not and 
actually would also have to be an alarming sign for you 
that such a question would have probably caused a 
Homeric laughter, while we are capable of the alleged 
supply of—I do not know how many, definitely not 
nearly as many as it should have been—Indian soldiers. 
Against this background, I ask you: In view of Ger- 
many’s participation—which is indisputably necessary. 
also from our point of view—in humanitarian actions, in 
blue-helmet activities, including their protection and the 
protection of their mandate, in embargo measures, that 
1s to say, all that the United Nations has done in the past 
few years and will probably do in the next few years. 
have you—notwithstanding the soldiers and the respect 
for them—finally not harmed precisely this concern, this 
objective, that 1s to be pursued—not the humanitarian, 
the political one—by this kind of mission”? [applause] 


This is my impression. | add that, in my opinion, in view 
of this development, part of the ostensible controversy— 
inasmuch as it is ostensible—could be buried if all 
parties involved wanted it. 


You said something about NATO's dual track decision. 
One can assess its effects one way or another. Of course, 
I think that it 1s dangerous, particularly for historians, to 
reduce German unity to the implementation of the dual 
track decision. [applause] 


Without wanting to complete the picture, but in order to 
show at least its outlines more completely, I think that 
we should not forget that we got the great chance of 
German unity on the basis of several developments and 
lines of political development. The policy of Willy 
Brandt and Helmut Schmidt is undoubtedly one of 
them. Undoubtedly. [applause] Mikhail Gorbachev's 
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policy is undoubtedly one of them. [applause} Mr. Chan- 
cellor, in addition to the many things | have to criticize. 
I do not hesitate either to say in this house thal you. your 
Federal Government, and you Mr. Foreign Minister 
have certainly done a great service to the unity of the 
German state. This is equally incontestable. [applause] 


However, in my opinion, it is neither helpful tor the 
political culture of this country nor for the arguments 
between parties if these simple. incontestable tacts are 
denied again and again by concentrating on one point 
alone to demonstrate. so to speak, one’s own authority 
No, it was more and the combination of many factors. 
many politicians, and political forces. This should be 


explicitly recognized. [applause] 


My third reference is the question about the diversion 
regarding the escape to fear. There are some of you who 
say that the Social Democrats. with their majority in the 
Bundesrat, are blocking things. | had a look at the votes 
on the budget and. since | normally do such things 
thoroughly, and the various statements that were made 
on it. That 1s, | did not only read the speeches but | also 
had a look at the individual -ritten statements that were 
made in the hope that the, ould not attract so much 
attention. A relatively large number of members of the 
CDU/CSU Group stated during the vote here in the 
German Bundestag that. first. they had considerable 
objections to the contents of the budget. particularly the 
accompanying laws. 


Second, they stated that they would agree. Third. they 
would do that, hoping to achieve improvements through 
the committee mediating between the Bundestag and 
Bundesrat. Thus, you must make a decision as to what 
logic you want to follow. E:ther 60 or 70 members of the 
CDU/CSU Bundestag group tell us: Dear Social Demo- 
crats, please prevent with your majority that which we 
adopt at the German Bundestag with a guilty conscience 
Or you are accusing us of blocking a decision. I believe 
that this 1s nothing but an attempt—iet me put 
mockingly—an attempt to comply with the wishes of 
your social committees. A sensible Christian Democrat 
cannot be against that. [applause] 


Since | was talking about fear, however, | would like to 
stress once more at this point that one cannot start 
modernizing the welfare state, which must include the 
examination of all its services and of all its allowances, 
by systematically reducing all benefits without making 
others pay. too. This causes fear, depression, anger, 
disappointment, and finally growing radicalism. This 
may be a sharp reproach in your eyes, but it 1s absolutely 
justified in my view. Basically, you yourselves are con- 
tributing to the economic and social causes of rncreasing 
fear, increasing lack of orientation, and increasing radi- 
calism in this country. [applause] 


Second. | would like to mention state indebicdness here. 
The finance minister 1s constantly telling us that consol- 
idation 1s being continued. Thus, a budget tnat 1s bur- 
dened by an cnormous indebtedness—as planned tor 
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1994—will in the end turn into a balanced budget {his 
is Strange. It does not only devalue the words. bul 1 also 
has the effect that many people no longer believe the 
meaning of these words. [applause] 


You are talking about continuing payment, meaning a 
reduction of wages, you are talking abou! consolidation. 
meaning increasing indebtedness. This 1s reminiscent of 
Orwell. The question of political culture and of the under- 
lying realities arises here. | would like to state only the 
following: | would have liked to hear your speeches here at 
the Bundestag if a Social Democratic finance minister had 
offered this kind of budget and financial policy that you 
presented in the past few years. applause} 


All that Ingrid Matthaeus-Maver can say on this topic 1s a 
soft whisper compared with what you have to say. The 
underlying problem, however, 1s much more serous. In 
1994 the Federal Government will be facing a consolidated 
indebtedness of nearly DM 750 billion and the same sum in 
the shadow budget, unless your predictions concerning 
figures become true ai the end of the year, but they probably 
will not. One can hold lengthy discussion on whether the 
level of the overall state indebtedness 1s problematic {hme 
thing, however, is clear. The pace at which you allow vial 
indebtedness to grow 15 absolutely irresponsible. absolutely 
irresponsible. [applause] 


Againsi this backdrop, the SPD Bundestag group sub- 
mitted a number of proposals. The !ederal consolidation 
concept also included such proposals. One of the most 
interesting experiences for me was that more {ay- 
reaching proposals by Social Democratic minisier- 
presidents and by others. aimed at ‘he reduction of 
subsidies and tax privileges, were not sccepted by the 
federal finance minister, even though he 1s constantly 
talking about consolidation. Mr. Waigel. I could repeat 
all the details now. Yet. »n consideration of time. | would 
like to forgo that. 


The third diversion—well, | can repeat the global figures 
once more. As far as the reduction of subsidies ts 
concerned, we presented the federal finance minister 
with a list involving some DM11 billion, while he only 
accepted DM800 millon. [unintelligible intersections) 
You may describe that as phony entries in the books. Mr. 
Waigel, if you talk of such phony entries, then you are 
right. since you are the most competent person for such 
phoniness. | do not want to deny that. [applause] 


A federal finance minister who predicted one year ago 
that in 1994, he would cut new federal borrowing to 
under DM30 billion, and ends up making DM70 billion 
in debts, such a minister should not longer talk about 
phony entries in the books, let alone a serious financial 
and budget policy. [applause, unintelligible interyections| 


I know what has changed, and | know what I have to do 
as the head of a land government. The figures of your— 
excuse me—of our joint Financial Planning Council are 
being respected. This has indeed resulted in painful 
developments and painful decisions. Yet, | am telling 
you even here that if you were able not to merely look at 
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the weaker and underprivileged groups of our socicty but 
to aim at all groups. Then we would not only achieve 
greater social justice but also a more solid financial 
situation. [applause] 


You have said a few things on internal security. thus 
directing the attention to another subject. Strangely 
enough, something has changed here. Before ‘his was 
always a subject which you thought you could use to 
exert pressure on the SPD: The crime rate 1s msing and 
the SPD 1s preventing the necessary measures. Yet. 
meanwhile. the argumentation has been reversed. [unin- 
telligible interyections} No, no. I do not think so. I am 
interested in solving a problem, Mr. Schacuble. I do not 
even want to think along such tactical lines as you are 
doing. [applause] Dear Mr. Solms. since ut 1s your 
birthday today. on which | would like to congratulate 
you warmly—by the way. | would have liked to say 
something more fnendly than | have to im this connec- 
tion. As a liberal party that supports the law-governed 
State—to the extent that vou are sull such a party— 
please ask yourself how responsible ut 1s that the protec- 
von of personal liberal mghts—and we are talking of the 
protection of personal liberal mghts and the guarantee of 
stability of democratic instttutions—whether this obyec- 
tive would not have to be fully supported. particularly by 
a liberal politician who supports the principles of the 
law-governed state [sentence sncomplete as heard] 


I know that this may be difficult. Sull, 1 would like to 
clearly tell you that the mothers and fathers of the Basic 
Law could probably never anticipate the development of 
organized crime in Germany. A lot of what we perceive 
as everyday crime 1s nothing but crime with an organized 
background. You know that, I know it. everybody knows 
it who deals with thes rssuc. In this connection, | am 
greatly worned—not so much about what Mr. Glos has 
said here. because that 1s obvious. He talks about drugs 
and thinks that he can criticize a concept that 1s over 
very good, and that 1s regarded by all experts as a 
comprehensive and excellent political concept for 
fighting crime in Germany. You talk about drugs and 
add remarks on the sense of justice. I find that inter- 
esting and worthy of discussion. However, we then have 
to include the following into such a discussion: What 1s 
being done to the people's sense of justice considering 
the practices that are linked to the name of Schaick- 
Golodkowski’? What 1s being done here” [applause] | do 
not want to discuss the private letters to Mr. Schacuble. 
even though one could comment on 11, too, also what 
debate this would have created if the political majority 
had been different. [uniniclligible mterjections} 


You know very well, Mr. Chancellor, what this 1s sup- 
posed to mean. | would like to emphasize that, with a 
view to the people's sense of justice, this problem has 
been dealt with inadequately—at least from my point of 
view—and that the way in which Mr. Schalck- 
Golodkowsk: has been treated so far and may be treated 
in the future 1s much more damaging for the people's 
sense of pustice than the serious discussion on the rssuc 
whether, on the field of drug-related crime, one should 
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201 finally be able to get hold of an efficient instrument 
against unscrupulous profiteers, who constitute a danger 
to the health and lives of people, and to stop forcing the 
consumers to become predestined allies of these unscru- 
pulous profiteers through the Penal Code. [applause] It 
must, at least, be possible to talk about it. [applause] 


And since we are talking in the united Europe and are 
negotiating in a Europe that is growing together, you will 
certainly understand that I also want to point out other 
international experiences, especially in this connection. 
What I find most dubious is what you said on this issue, 
Colleague Solms, because talking about the protection of 
property, quoting Article 14, and simply forgetting the 
obligation of property to serve the common welfare, which 
1s set down in Article 14 [applause], is quite remarkable. 
[unintelligible interyections] No. this is not an insinuation, 
because if you also want to extend the absolute protection of 
property to assets, which have been achieved by criminal 
activities, you neglect the obligation of property to serve the 
common welfare. [applause] 


[Bundestag Vice President Klein] Mr. Minister- 
President, are you willing to answer a question by 
Deputy Solms? 


[Scharping] With pleasure. 
[Klein] Please. 


[Scharping] [unintelligible interjections}] Mr. Minister- 
President, would you please take note of the fact that in my 
statements, | referred to Article 14 of the Basic Law, as it 
exists in all its paragraphs and in its legal interpretations 
[unintelligible interyections] and that | only pointed out that 
you, with your decisions at the party congress in Wiesbaden. 
are prepared to change this article on property, also 
regarding its interpretation in the admunistration of justice 
and to undermine the right to property. 


[Scharping] Colleague Solms, no one in the SPD intends to 
undermine the right to property but to provide the possi- 
bility to have assets, which are acquired by criminal means, 
impounded. [applause] Otherwise you will never be able to 
hit organized crime in its core, namely in its financial and 
economic incentives. [applause] And since you, Colleague 
Solms, are an expert in this field, you know that criminally 
acquired assets can be impour ‘ed after a criminal trial has 
been held and a verdict has been passed, within very narrow 
limits. What we want is that the reasons, which are sufficient 
for the arrest warrant or for making an indictment, can be 
used to impound the assets before. If it turns out that the 
impounding was unjustified, then the person in question 
naturally gets his property back. If it turns out that the 
impounding was justified, then he at least does not have any 
opportunity to cause further damage with this property 
while criminal proceedings are pending. [applause] This is 
the port. 

[Klein] May I assume that you are willing to answer 
another question, Mr. Minister-President” 


[Scharping] If this is the last one. 
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[Solms] Yes. of course. 
[Klein] Please. 


[Solms] | applied to ask a question before you made your 
previous statements, but | wuld like to point out that 
you Certainly know that the penal code already regulates 
the possibility of impounding a person's property. [unin- 
telligible interyections] 


Therefore, | would like to know whether you really think 
it should be possible to impound property on the 
grounds of mere suspicion or whether you do not think 
that in a rule-of-law state is its usual and must be usual 
that such penal measures—because the impounding of 
property means violating the right to property—miay be 
taken only when a judge has made a decision on the guilt 
of the suspected person. 


[Scharping] I have to say three things. First. | do not 
believe that the United States 1s less ruled by law than 
the Federal Republic of Germany, but | think 1 acts 
more consistently. Second, | am ceriain that this position 
is based on objective reasons. l did not talk about the 
mere suspicion, nor about the initial suspicion, but about 
the reasons that are usually sufficient for a warrant of 
arrest or legal action. That is what | talked about. 
[Shouts] Just a moment, please. You know very well that 
there 1s a difference between an initial suspicion and the 
suspicion on which an indictment ts based. 


The third point, colleague Solms, 1s the following. With 
full personal respect, | must tell you that the FDP 
Presidium considered it necessary to support Mr. 
Kinkel. We are wondering why. [applause] That you of 
all persons now ask me these questions, since you have 
always called for an amer.dment to Article 13, because 
otherwise, the FDP would gct into trouble, and that you 
possibly even voted differently in the FDP Presidium— 
that is something that I find hard to understand. 
[applause] | have always frankly stated my opimon and 
have tried to fight for it to get it accepted. 


Your problem is this. You have been unable or unwilling 
to fight for your idea, and now you are trying to find a 
place of diversion-—nothing clse. [applause] 


[Deputy Bundestag President Hans Kicin] Mr. Minister- 
President, deputy Glos would also like to ask you a 
question. 


[Scharping] Mr. colleague. if you also want to try 1— 
with pleasure. [laughter] 


[Glos] Mr. Minister-President, | would like to ask you 
whether you are ready to note the Bavarian minister- 
president's complete quotation. He said in the speech 
mentioned by you that the soldiers’ mission in the 21st 
century 1s to protect, rescue. and help people. Do not 
allow yourselves to be intimidated by the evil term 
interventionist army. For me the Bundeswehr as an 
interventionist army 1s not an invective, bul a glorious 
title. The Bundeswehr intervei.cs [shouts] for peace in 
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the world, it intervenes for security in our home country. 
it does not intervene for war. [shouts. applause} 


|Scharping] Colleague Solms [as heard]. l thank you for 
reading the quotation because you have made clear that 
colleague Stoiber who spoke about protecting, rescuing. 
helping. etcetera. has assigned to the Bundeswehr the 
role of an armed fire brigade. [Shouts] If the quotation 
was incomplete, I readily take note of the correction, and 
| add that if colleague Stoiber said that the Bundeswehr 
should not intervene in the sense of war. then l ask 
myself why you criticize social democracy. which has 
formulated precisely this limit in its political statement. 
You should explain this to me. [applause] 


Let me sum up the following points. First. we, the Social 
Democrats in this parliament and in general propose 
that a dynamic economic policy 1s connected with an 
active employment policy, that the casing of the cost of 
labor and the restoration of social justice. including the 
creation of equal rights for women and men, are consid- 
ered guidelines to reform and modernize the social 
welfare state, and cannot be subject to the economic 


development. 


We propose that the growing together and solidarity 
between cast and west in Germany become the guide- 
lines for German unity and must not be subject to 
economic developments. 


We propose that the ecological renewal of our national 
economy and an intelligent organization of labor become 
the guidelines for the modernization of our national 
economy and must not be subject to any type of cyclical 
policy. [applause] 


Finally, we advocate efficiency and rationality in govern- 
ment actions, just like increased possibilites for citizen 
participation in political decisions, to be made models for 
future government actions. Mr. Chancellor, you said that 
this country needs perspectives for the future. This is righi. 
I do not deny that, in some issues, you have followed 
policies or initiatives thai are also worth supporting from 
the Social-Democratic viewpoint. But basically, you have 
led the Federal Republic of Germany in a direction, espe- 
cially over the last three or four years, that has become a big 
problem for the country. At the first reading of this budget. 
Mr. Chancellor, I said that we are not advocating your fall, 
but a well-founded, committed alternative that is accepted 
by the citizens. This country, in its various forms, has 
existed for approximately 44 years. During 13 of these. 
Social Democrats held the Office of Federal Chancellor. 
With the names of Willy Brandt and Helmut Schmidt, the 
policy of peace and detente and the policy of inner reforms 
are associated... [unintelligible interjyections} After this 
punch line, Mr. Deputy, I am not looking for another one. 
because | cannot create more joy and laughter in the SPD 
group. No, with these 13 years are associated detente and 
peace, the policy of domestic reforms, and the clever, 
consistent, and competent management of two crises in 
world economy. | think we have also had our setbacks and 
mistakes. Who would dispute this? But, I think we have the 
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courage to say with justification that, compared with what 
goes on today, these were much beticr years. [applause] 
Before this background. Mr. Chancellor. let me say. if the 
budget 1s the balance of political intentions. | have to say. 
this 1s a balance that does not help employment. or cco- 
nomic growth, or reform of the social state. or the consoli- 
dation of finances in any way. This cannot meet with the 
approval of social democracy. 


Kinkel Addresses Bundestag on Foreign Policy 
AU 2411154493 Hambure ARD Television Network in 
German 1324 GMT 24 Now 93 


[Speech by Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel at the Bund- 
eStag session in Bonn—live] 


[Text] Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, | would jike to 
take a look at foreign policy, which ts also a subject of this 
budget and not quite unimportant for this country 


Ladies and Gentlemen, no other country has benefited as 
much from the abolition of the East-West conflict as 
Germany. In 1990 a new era began. so to speak. As a 
result of the end of the Cold War. we once again hive in 
a postwar period. Unfortunatcly. the world has not 
become more peaceful. The tasks that foreign policy rs 
confronted with now are not smaller than the ones a 
generation ago. After the Cold War, the international 
community has to come to grips with other conflicts in 
order to build a solid peace architecture in Europe for 
the world. It 1s no lesser a task than after World War Il 
to create structures of a specifically European security 


There are also some gratifying developments, however. 
and one should indeed point them out, too. The over- 
coming of the antagonistic blocs has opened up new 
possibilities to settle old crises outside Europe. In the 
Middle East we can and must support the hopcful 
approach to peace with all our strength, and in southern 
Africa, where a gratifying development has also started, 
we, together with our partners, are promoting the new 
domestic reform process and hope that free clections will 
be held next year and that violence and apartherd will 
come to an end once and for all. [applause] 


The challenges to German foreign policy are manifold. 
What do we have to concentrate on in particular’ 


First, the expansion and deepening of European unifica- 
tion determine the basic orientation of our foreign 
policy. And whoever trics to construct a contradiction 
between German interests and Europe. misses three 
basic facts, | think: 


First, as a country in the center of the continent and with 
more neighbors than any other European country, our 
interests are logically interlaced with those of our neigh- 
bors. Again and again we must point out this interlace- 
ment. We will not be able to achieve anything on our 
own, nothing at all, but will only revive old distrust 
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Second, Germany's unity, which was certainly our 
highest national goal, would not have been conceivable 
without the consistent European policy of the past 
decades. [applause] 


Third—and one should say this quite clearly--whoever 
wants to safeguard one’s own interests, and this 1s what we 
want to do, must also take into consideration the interests of 
others. Whoever throws doubt on that throws doubt on the 
basic foundations of the European community of peace. 
stability, and prosperity. Barbaric conflicts about national- 
ISts goals are raging elsewhere in Europe. It is not yet fifty 
years since the war, which, by the way, was unleashed by us 
and devastated this part of Europe. This makes it clear what 
it means when today we can say with good reason that war, 
at least among the members of the European Union, is no 
longer conceivable. [applause] 


Are we actually aware how sensational just this state- 
ment 1s, in view of the past and the present? Are we 
aware of what it would mean to reduce this Union to an 
association that could be canceled at any time? No. We 
do not want that. [applause] 


As regards this Europe, we must think forward now and 
we must look at the next tasks that will be faced by the 
European Council meeting in December. 


These tasks are: First, the European Union must release new 
growth impulses, and Europe musi—this has been stated 
repeatedly here today—again take the lead in the sphere of 
technical development. In the European Union, 17 million 
people are without jobs. Distributing the existing work in a 
more just manner or working less can only be a temporary 
and not a permanent solution. We need profitable and 
productive new jobs. Structural crises can only be overcome 
by changing the structures. Such structural changes must 
naturally be and remain socially compatible. If we subsidize 
old structures, this takes place at the expense of new ones. If 
we continue to stick to the concepts of the past, we are 
wasting the opportunities of the future. This must be made 
very clear. 


Second, in Brussels we Germans will have to insist 
strongly on consistent implementation of the principle of 
subsidiarity. In fact, superfluous regulations prevent 
initiatives and increase costs. The labyrinth of European 
regulations must be reduced and unnecessary elemenis 
must be removed. [applause] 


Yet one must also point out that a great deal of what 
comes from Europe has been initiated by Germany. 
People tend to believe that everything 1s decided by the 
Commission. A vast amount of unnecessary rules in 
Brussels come from Bonn, from Germany. They result 
from demands that we have put forth. 


Third, the two new pillars of the European Union, as 
stipulated in the Maastricht Treaty, must be developed 
swiftly. We want a Europe of citizens and not a Europe 
controlled by the mafia, as seems to be the case occa- 
sionally—unfortunately. Europe must naturally not 
relapse into foreign policy egotisms. [applause] 
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We need a Union that 1s capable of action in foreign policy. 
and we need a common foreign policy. With the mutiative 
on the former Yugoslavia—the Balladur initiatry.e—and the 
dispatch of election observers to Russia we have found 
initial common ficids. as stipulated in the Maastricht 
Treaty, for a European foreign policy. We are planning joint 
actions. This applies to the agreeable developments—as | 
just hinted—in the Middle East and naturally also to devel- 
opments in southern Africa. where we Europeans plan—if 
elections hopefully take place on 27 April next year—to 
show at a European regional conference with South Africa 
and the neighboring regions that we want to reward the 
developments in southern Africa and in the neighboring 
regions. We plan to ensure that democratic structures 
become irreversible there. [applause] 


Fourth, we must proceed swiftly on the path to economic 
and monetary union. We must not forget that in just over 
one month—on | January 1994—we will enter the 
second phase of economic and monctary union. Thus. 
like all other states. we have to fulfill special obligations 
concerning budget discipline 


Fifth. we must shape the further devclopment of the 
European Union with a view to upcoming cxpansion. In 
about one year—I hope that the Greek presidency 
advances the expansion talks considerably before Ger · 
many assumes the presidency—we want to accept the 
four countries of the European Free Trade Association 


The revision conference, scheduled to take place in 1996 
must be used to strengthen the Umon as an institution. The 
European Union must not isolate itself and turn into a 
prosperity club. The same reasons that spoke in favor of 
founding the European Community 40 years ago now speak 
for its expansion. No country must be as interesied as 
Germany in extending the so-called West as far and as 
quickly as possible toward the East. This goal assumes even 
greater significance if we bear in mind that, with NAFTA 
and the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation—agreements 
were adopted and conferences were held recently) —North 
America and the Pacific basin have created new and 
extraordinarily efficient economic areas, which will repre- 
sent a serious competition for Europe. 


We especially have to prepare ourselves for this compe- 
tition. 


Second, Ladies and Gentlemen, Germany has to regard 
itself in particular as an advocate for as castern neigh- 
bors and partners. It 1s a completely new task, a gigantic 
task, which is extremely important for us, that we will 
become the partner and advocate of the countries under- 
going a change in Central and East Europe when they are 
introduced to Europe in the field of pe’ itics, economics, 
and security. [applause] 


Precisely because of our past. as those who mainly 
benefited from the changes of the past few years, and 
because of our geographical situation, size, and our 
economic power, we are obliged to introduce these 
countries to Europe and to imtegrate them. We must 
guaranice—we are particularly interested in this—their 
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internal stability, their economic recovery, and their 
external security. We can really help our eastern neigh- 
bors with our unique expenences in the restructuring in 
the new laender. the social components of the market 
economy, and in all other fields. It cannot and must not 
be true that we requested and urgently asked these 
countries for decades to free themselves from the com- 
munist system and to join our liberal Western system 
[sentence as heard]. Now they have done ut. Now we 
must not let them down. [applause] 


We have to say clearly that, without the involvement of 
its eastern part, Europe would be a torso. The hard 
clashes between poor and nmch, which we are currently 
expenencing in the middie of Europe, would—let us not 
deceive ourselves—inevitably lead to tensions again. 
Privatization and political pluralism alone are not 
enough. The decades of isolation and indoctrination had 
psychological and cultural consequences that are often 
more difficult to overcome than all the rest. | have to say 
clearly that we currently have a gigantic chance, precisely 
mn the field of culture, as far as these countries are 
concerned. It should really set us thinking that we have 
to make cuts —I understand that this is unfortunately 
the only way—just in the cultural part of the Foreign 
Munistry’s budget. The chance that we currently have for 
our language. | repeat, for us as a nation that loves books, 
and in other respects because of the opening to these 
Countries 1S SO gigantic thal we must not miss it. Please, 
help [applause] us to use this chance. 


Poland, the Czech Republic, and Hungary are already in a 
Stage of economic consolidation—the other countnes, too, 
the former a bit more. This year, with a growth rate of over 
4 percent, Poland will presumably have the highest rate in 
all of Europe. Trade and access to markets will become more 
decisive for these countries than help. By combining 
Western technology and Eastern cost advantages, an eco- 
nomic dynamism that actually need not be inferior to that in 
East Asia can develop. For the time being. however, such a 
dynamism will further increase the pressure of reonentation 
in our country. There is the problem of the escape into 
countries with cheap wages—an escape that 1s already 
taking place now in the European Community, and which, 
however, is inevitably connected with the initiation of these 
countnes and the opening of their markets. On the other 
hand, however, we should not fail to see that this results in 
enormous advantages for us. Yes, we have to see thai at the 
moment an hourly wage in Dresden and Leipzig equals a 
day's wage in Wroclaw, and, let us not forget it, a morAhly 
wage in Ukraine. | checked this in the past few cays. It 
shows the differential, it shows, as far as the problem of 
cheap wages ts concerned, what 1s in store for ws regarding 
unemployment. On the other hand, however, it also shows 
what gigantic markets are at our disposal. It 1s mmteresting to 
read and to cxamine how much exports from and imports to 
these countries have changed in the past three years. 


Third, Ladies and Gentlemen, it need not be particularly 
stressed that an intact Atlantic relationship, our relations 
with the United States. continues to be extremely impor- 
tant for us 
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Fourth, the North Atlantic alliance will make conces- 
sions to the desire of the countries in Central and East 
Europe for stronger security policy ties by suggesiing a 
peace partnership at the forthcoming summu on 10 
January 1994. This would correspond to the concept of 
extended security, as I defined it recently. 


We must not reerect walls, which we were finally able to 
tear down in 1989. in other places in Europe. [applause] 


Therefore, the CIS states, in particular Russia and Ukraine. 
must naturally also be included in this partnership—not in 
the same way but by agreements of a different kind. In the 
Western European Union [WEU]. too, we need a new 
imterlacement. At the trilateral talks, which we held with the 
French in Poland the weck before last, French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe and | suggested whether one might not 
Junk of an association partnership of, for the ume being. 
the Visegrad countries with the WEU. [applause] Last 
Monday [22 Novernber]} we suggested this at the meeting of 
the WEU ministers. This 1s not without problems—I know 
this very well—nor 15 1 undisputed, but we have, at least. 
achieved the situation whereby the WEU now plans to think 
about this. It would be a further act of interlacement for the 
security needs of these countrnes. 


I can only say that these security needs are enormous 
Over the past few days | had several talks with respon- 
sible politicxans from these countries. They are worred 
and afraid and say very clearly: We brought about these 
revolutionary upheavals. We thought that, as soon as we 
have completed these upheavals, we would be brought 
close to Europe relatively quickly in economic, political. 
and security terms and would be received with open 
arms. To a certain extent, we are disappointed about the 
relatively slow way in which Europe manages this, in 
which NATO manages this, in which the WEL manages 
this, in which the European Community manages thes. 


I told all partners, we tell all partners that we understand 
this. However, on the other hand they must also see the 
sensitive nature of these issucs. Yes, we want to bring 
you close and i~*o Europe, bul we must not create new 
fissures after we have, thank God, abolished the East- 
West conflict. We must have sensitive and carcful con- 
sideration in particular for Russia and Ukraine, even 
though they are not given any veio mght. because, of 
course, Russia and Ukraine are not insensitive at all to 
NATO coming closer to their borders 


Therefore, the NATO summit in January will be very 
important; we must prepare it precisely and well. | atirshute 


very great importance im German foreign policy to the 
European security architecture. which we must find 


Fifth, shaping the relations between the European 
Union. WEU, and NATO on the one hand and the 
eastern part of Europe on the other must take place in a 
comprehensive security context. In this we must also 
include the CSCE with its possibiletics 


Sixth, we all know that on 12 December Russia will hold 
elections and wants to give iiself a new constitution This rs 











FBIS-WEUL-93-226 
26 Nevember 1993 


quite a decisive setting of course for the future, which 


been correct. We have not been alone in this support. Our 
essential and important partners have been of the same view 
and have done the same thing as we have done. 


Before Christmas | will begin a dialogue, in particular 
also concerning the expansion of NATO and the other 
issues of the security architecture, with my Russian 
colleague Kozyrev. Security and stability will depend on 
nothing more than on the further consistent internal 


It was mo comcidence that the world and we here in 
Germany held their breath during recent events. One 
thing 1s certain: Tomorrow's prosperity there cannot be 
created with yesterday's methods. This insight has also 
gained ground in Russia. However, we must further 
support Russia on the difficult path for the final imple- 
mentation of the reforms. We have made firm plans for 
that and we will do that. [applause] 


A few words about Ukraine: The geographical position, size. 
—— end Uheain FE Eatin tae ve great 
potential. The international community 1s prepared to sup- 
port Ukraine, just like Russia. It must support it, because 
economically, Ukraine is in a far worse position than 
Russia. Therefore, Ukraine needs our support. The precon- 


dition for this is that Ukraine does not run away 


i 
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of destroying 27,000 nuclear warheads and 40,000 tons of 
chemical substances. The means in our budget are noi small. 
but they are still too restricted to achieve something in 
practice. 


Ladies and Gentemen, io strenghten the United Natvons 
wr tee dropper ah nee bot gw alle wo 


in our Constitution, and so | ajypeal again to the SPD to give 
up yer obstructionism and help make us fully capable to 
act in foreign policy. japplause]. 


Mr. Scharping told me that he cannot be here during my 
speech because of another important commitment. | 
understand and accept this, as | am often hard-pressed 
myself. But | would like to tell him, via yourselves, that 
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some time ago. I not only asked him. but also Mr 
Engholm when he was parts chairman. to ict me speak 
before the SPD executive commiticc. im my capacity as 
foreign minister of this country. about how practical 
*— is working at the moment and what 
problems it faces in connection with this constitutional 
blockage. Up to now I have unfortunately not been given 
this opportunity. I have been waiting for an answer. thes 
1s why | have planned to ... [uniniclligible interyections] 
No, | am taking this very seriously. | am asking you. I can 
do it before the coalition partners. | have not been abic to 
do it before you up to now. | once again ask you to give 
me the opportunity to speak before your cxecutive 
committee on the forcign policy situation, how i pre- 
sents itself with our present constitution. | would lke to 
point oul to you what the practice looks like, and | can 

that some of you will show understanding for 
this. [applause]. If this remains this way. | have to tell 
you, just like the chancellor, that you im your party do 
not contribute to our becoming fit for alliances and 
remaining fit. And you also do not prove. and | repeat 
this, tit for government. [applause] 


Mr. Scharping has pointed out. has proudly pointed 
out—and | understand that—thai at the party congress 
he managed to achieve a breakthrough on the issuc of 
internal security. It was only by a small margin, but still 
a considerable success from his pont of veew. If he were 
still here now, | would have liked to tell hom that. as far 
as | am concerned, the proportions are not mght As tar 
as importance 1s concerned, it would have been infinicls 
more imporiant that he had supported Mr. Klose’s srew 
on the other issuc. namely out-of-arca missions. and held 
his own, because for our country this questron is far 
more important than the other rssuc_ [applause] 


I am not playing down the problem of internal security. on 
the contrary. | know the wornes and concerns thi is 
creating 1n our Country. Nevertheless. you are famuliar with 
our view, which Mr. Scharping mentioned. | steck to my 
position that the question whether. im terms of foreign 
policy, we would and will be completely able to act after an 
amendment of the Basic Law or whether we will not, 1s of 
fundamental importance for this country. of decrsive and 
vital importance. Uniess the Social Democratn Party of 
Germany [SPD] will be able to participate in making 
German foreign policy able to act on all rssucs, not pust as far 
as rights are concerned but also duties. then vou must be 
ready to be cutecized for uo m the upcoming clection 

. and then we will tell the people that you are tar 
from being able to take over government, at least as far as 
this question 1s concerned [applause] 


Regarding Somalia | would like to say that thes messeon 
did not go as well as we capected, and 1 did not develop 
according io UN plans. We assumed responsibility, we 
did what we were asked to do. The United Nations have 
personal, structural, and other difficulties. | think that rn 
such a situation it was right not to have concentrated 
only on ourselves, bu to have decided im yesterday's 
cabinet mecting—in agreement with the United Nations. 
to make the necessary reduction because the Indian 


Ht 
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forces never arrived ia Beledweyne as promised. The 
question of whether. how, and when the final pull-out 
will take place will have to be taken up in mid- 
December, and I hope 1 will again be taken in agreement 
with our partners and the United Nations. because we 
have to remain reliable in terms of foreign policy, 
particularly considering our constitutional and other 
situation and the obstacles that we are facing. [applause] 


Let me discuss another issue that was raised by Mr. 
Scharping. He said that he smagined if one had provided 
1DM500 million for example in the sphere of humani- 


Community. Regarding humanitarian aid to Somalia 
alone. we provided DM133 million. Our bilateral 
humanitarian aid over the past three and one-half years 
amounted to some DM900 million. In other words. as 
far as humanitarian and other aid to Somalia is con- 
cerned, and also to the former Yugoslavia, we have 
shown that we do not shun responsibility, and that our 
financial efforts are being recognized internationally. So, 
please, do not come up with the financial argument on 
the Somalia issue. We really did everything there we 
could. [applause, unintelligible intersections] 


Not squandered on anything. Some 350 [figure as heard] 
people died there of starvation before the beginning of 
the UN mission, several hundred cach day just before 
the beginning of the operation. People are no longer 
Starving in Somalia. Is this not something one should 
also emphasize” [applause] 


No, we will not tolerate that you denigrate our mission in 
Somalia. You were against it. The mission was worth the 
effort, absolutely. It helped people immediately. people 
who were in great misery. If you say no to the question 
whether we should not have reacted and not have helped. 
we will say yes. It was right that we went there. and we 
still support this decision today. [applause] 


At the end, | would still like to say a few things on the 
dreadful situation im the former Yugoslavia. People 
there are facing a terrible winter, about 4 million people 
have to fear for their lives unless we manage to achieve 
a solution there. It 1s due to these circumstances that 
French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe and myself 
launched an initiative that involves three points: 


First, we must try to take humanitarian aid in this 
terrible winter straight to the people by opening corri- 
dors, protecting corridors, and opening the Tuzla Air- 
port, and by increasing the necessary funds. 


Second, we are of the opinion that an armed conflict is 
looming in Krajina. We will try to achieve a solution 
through a modus vivendi. 


Third, we are of the opinion that it cannot be correct that 
the talks in Geneva failed because the Muslim side—the 
weakest party—siated that they did not get enough 
territory from the areas conquered and occupied by the 
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Serbs to have enough territory of their own for survival. 
This approach is correct. We will try to take up this 
approach, and next Monday. the 12 European forcign 
munisters will sit down together with the partes to the 
conflict—I hope that they will come. because | assume 
that they cannot turn down our requcsi—so thal we 
might be able in the last minute to achieve a solution 
before what will probably be a terrible winter that would 


Cause irreparable damage. 


I am not absolutely optimistic. Nevertheless, Juppe and 
I managed to convince the Europeans on Monday that 
the terrible situation there would, at least. pustify such an 
attempt. Keep your fingers crossed that we will be 
successful. Thank you very much [applause] 


Rexrodt Addresses Bundestag 1 Budget. 
Unemployment 

AU2511111393 Hambure ARD Television Network in 
German 0909 GMT 25 Now 93 


[Speech by Economics Minister Guenter Rearodt in the 
Bundestag in Bonn—live} 


[Text] Madame President. Ladics and Gentlemen 
People expect us to provide answers—answers to the 
following question: What are you, the politicians. doing 
10 preserve my job, and what are you doing for me, who 
has no job. so that I can soon find a safe yob again” These 
questions are justified. and we have to give answers. also 
on the current budget. | believe that the budgct 1s well 
structured and, at the beginning, | would hike to tell those 
who participated in the drafting that I thank them very 
cordially. | convey particular thanks to those who pre- 
sented it here, to you Mr. Kossmanith. Mr. Wieczorek, 
Mr. Diederich, and Mr. Weng. [applause] 


The budget is important and sets good priorities. but ut 
naturally docs not provide a comprehensive answers 
the question as to what we can do to curb unemployr: 

im our country. Apart from the politicians. tac 
employers, trade umons, and all social groups musi also 
seck solutions. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, the coalition has a clear concept 
for the reduction and climination of uncmployment 
{unintelligible interyections| We are convinced that our 
concept 1s better than yours because it 1s a realistic and 
sincere concept. It is more consistent and not populist 
Thus, it will be more effective than your concepts, if any 
exist at all. | would like to cite the following reasons for 
that: If we want to fight unemployment, we must first 
examine the causes. If we are honest and Icave aside 
political rhetorics, 11 becomes apparent that our pos- 
tions are not that far apart. It 1s clear—you have also 
stressed that repeatedly—that our technical and wchno- 
logical lead 1s no longer uncontested, that 1 1s declining 
An increasing number of countries that can do the same 
things nearly as well as we can, bul at lower prices, are 
entering the markets. This 1s a challenge that we were not 
faced with in the past. 
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In addition, we are confronted with a globalization of the 
markets. Not only clever reports of economic research 
institutes have discovered that. In daily economic life. we 
see that enterprises transfer jobs to Asia, Central America, 
or the immediate neighborhood, the countries in Central 
and East Europe. This 1s another challenge. Another 
problem is that work has become too expensive. Work is no 
longer wanted at the current costs. We have enough work in 
Germany—both in the east and the west. Yet, work is too 
expensive, and we can no longer pay for it. For this reason, 
numerous people lose their jobs. [applause] 


Talking about the causes, we must also mention other 
problems. We all know that we have to handle the 
consequences of a deep recession and we must shoulder 
the burdens—no, the investments into German unity 
that will pay for themselves after some time but which 
cause numerous problems today. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, we just stated what has to be 
done against these developments. It is stipulated in our 
paper on Germany as an industrial location. Yet this ts 
naturally not enough, but we must implement the deci- 
SIONS against resistance—occasio.ially among our own 
ranks, but mainly against resistance resulting from 
Opposing majorities—for example, in the Bundesrat. We 
will not stop trying to implement these important posi- 
tions in this legislative period and other significant issues 
in the next legislative period. People expect us to do that. 
We politicians—I am addressing all groups here at the 
Bundestag—should not only hold discussions and 
quarrel, but we must finally join forces and make deci- 
sions. We need you to achieve that. 


You, the opposition, Ladies and Gentlemen, claim that 
you have your own program, a better program, and you 
accuse us of mistakes and omissions. 


Now, I take a lor\ at your program, at the most impor- 
tant theses of your program, if one can call it that. 


First, it talks about the ecological restructuring of the 
economy. It calls for the technological renewal of Ger- 
many, of the companies. It calls for industrial policy. 
industrial policy activities. | am only quoting: I will 
come to the evaluation later, Mr. Weng. 


It calls for an employment pact between the state, industry. 
and trade unions for more work. It also calls for a fair 
distribution of the work. It calls for a consistent consolida- 
tion of the budget, while taking into account the social 
aspects. In addition, it calls for employment programs in 
important technical fields of growth. And, crowning the 
whole thing, Mr. Scharping calls for, | quote, the refused 
example of the elites, unquote. This is what you are pre- 
senting as a program. [unintelligible interjections] 


I do not know whether it 1s really worth the trouble to 
discuss this, and when I do this now and view one thing 
or the other critically, | am not even angry about it 
because | think that some of you really believe that they 
do have something that could be a panacea. However, 
this is not an alternative program. These are not recipes. 
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The things that you are presenting here are obvious 
truths and you are presenting them in a stereotypical 
manner. [applause. unintelligible interyections] 


Let me justify what I just said. There is the catchword of 
ecological reconstruction of the market economy. Who 
would not want the ecological reconstruction of our 
economy? Who would not see that environmental pro- 
tection and safeguarding of the environment can con- 
quer new markets all over the world, that this ts an 
interesting economic factor? Who would not want that 
on our side as well? However. we are in favor of the 
market developing this and that environmental protec- 
tion includes market economy criteria, such as price 
mechanisms. Then we will soon have more environ- 
mental protection than today. Who would not want the 
introduction of ecological elements in our tax system” 
All parties, which are present here. say that we want the 
energy tax on carbon-dioxide emissions; we want it in 
the European context: and we want it while easing the 
burdens in the tax system in other places. Ladies and 
Gentlemen of the opposition, what 1s new about that? 
What ts the recipe that we would not all want to follow, 
when you talk about the ecological restructuring of the 
market economy” This is an obvious truth, a fact that we 
are all pursuing and that we all want to achieve. 
{applause, unintelligible interyections}] We are doing that. 


In the second point, you talk about a technological renewal 
of the German economy. We must note that there have been 
a number of omissions in the economy and elsewhere in this 
context, also as regards the provision of money. This applies 
to many fields. Yesterday the chancellor said that we can 
only moderately raise expenditures on research. | would like 
to have more there. 


However, Ladies and Gentlemen, you are reducing the 
matter impermissibly if you claim that research and 
development are only a question of money. It is a fact 
that we have to combat the skepticism in our country, 
which has arisen against technology and that technology 
must be accepted by the people. [applause] 


You must not stand there and prevent important tech- 
nological developments by dragging out the law on 
genetic engineering: by making an important technology 
impossible in the energy sector, a technology where we 
are right at the top, also as regards safety technology— 
making it impossible by leaving the energy consensus. 
Mr. Scharping 1s calling for modern transportation tech- 
nologies, and when it is necessary to approve a track for 
a railroad in some land, it 1s you, the laender and the 
communities, that are ruled by the Social Democratic 
Party of Germany [SPD], that prevent this. [applause. 
unintelligible interyections] 


[Bundestag President Suessmuth}] Mr. Minister Rexrodt, 
will you allow a question from [Party of Democratic 
Socialism] Deputy Phillipp? [unintelligible interyections] 
Would you please get up' Mr. Minister. do you allow a 
question”? 


[Rexrodt] Yes, please. 
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[Phillipp] | would like to voice a few thoughts about the 
acceptance of technology [unintelligible interjections}— 
or rather, ask a question. 


is this lack of acceptance of technology not due to the 
fact that misdevelopments in technology have not been 
analyzed and that chemical industry, for instance, which 
has caused a lot of damage, has not admitted to its guilt, 
similar to the Protestant Church after World War II? 
One must think about what one has done: one must 
make an analysis and then tell the public. I see this as a 
reason for the lack of acceptance of technology. 


[Rexrodt] Technology, like many things in our society, 
must naturally be questioned, even critically questioned. 
No one objects to that. The point is that one cannot 
accept this general criticism of technology, the bedev- 
iling of certain methods and technologies, that this hurts 
the vital bases of our economy and, thus, our country. 


And when you refer to the chemical industry—you know, it 
iS quite clear that we have to draw up laws and regulations 
that aim at safety in chemical industry and in other sectors. 
However, if one uses accidents and defects—no matter how 
regrettable they are—to act generally against chemical 
industry, then one is throwing out the baby with the bath 
water. You may perhaps still opt out of nuclear energy. but 
you cannot opt out of chemical industry, as some people 
would like. This industry achieves a large part of our GNP, 
and we cannot call the vital bases of our people into 
question because some people do not like some things for 
whatever reason. [applause] 


{Suessmuth] Mr. Minister, will you allow another ques- 
tion from Deputy Schwanhold? 


{Rexrodt] No, Madam President, | would like to con- 
tinue with my speech. [unintelligible interjyections] 


I would like to discuss the SPD’s demand for industrial 
policy. You often understand industrial policy as some- 
thing that is the result of a meeting of the trade unions, 
industry, and the state where they sit down and decide: 
We are going to develop this economic branch and we 
are not going to develop that one, and we are going to 
reduce the third one. 


Such an industrial policy cannot be pursued. In the end, 
it leads to excessive subsidies and it leads to conserving 
certain economic branches. Something like that must be 
decided by the market and no one else. [unintelligible 
interyections] 


Now, listen to me. If the point is holding a dialogue 
{unintelligible interyections}—just listen to me—between 
industry, state, and trade unions, then I am always 
willing to do that. What is not possible 1s holding this 
dialogue with the goal of blurring the responsibilities for 
certain decisions. This 1s out of the question. However, 
this is your classical idea of the state. which regulates 
everything, of industrial policy as | do not want it. 
{unintelligible interyections] 
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Another point is the employment pact. This ts quite 
along the same line—where one wants to get together 
and set down things and devise regulations, where the 
state's all-powerful nature is to be stressed. We do not 
want that. 


Then, there is your demand for a fair distribution of 
work. Ladies and Gentlemen, we have a lot of work. We 
have to establish conditions so that work is in demand 
again, that it can be paid for—and nothing else. [unin- 
telligible interyections] 


In this process, one can certainly talk about flexibility. 
and if one does that—I will discuss this later—one must 
naturally broach the question of wage compensation. It 
is impossible that someone works less and gets the same 
amount of money. We would just ruin the competitive- 
ness of our companies in this way. [applause, unintelli- 
gible interjections] 


Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. Scharping calls for the 
refused example of the elites. This sounds great because 
we all are convinced that elites must give an example, 
and we want that. The people understand it in this way, 
and one must demand this. However, if one questions 
what he is saying—and he does this in connection with 
financing our tasks—he basically does not mean any- 
thing else but that those who perform most, whom he 
calls the elites in this case, should pay higher taxes. Taxes 
are supposed to be raised. Those who earn much, those 
who are able to make invesiments, are to pay higher 
taxes, [unintelligible interyections] and that even though 
in Germany we have a tax burden that is unbearable and 
that hurts our economy. This is that catchword. 
{applause, unintelligible interyections} 


We need not put higher taxes on those who perform 
most; we must reduce taxes. The opposite of what you 
are selling as a concept for solving the economic prob- 
lems is necessary. You do not have a concept. If one 
questions your concept and takes a closer look at it, one 
just sees stereotypes—nothing more and nothing less. 
{applause, unintelligible interyections] 


This is set off by what we want to achieve in economic 
policy—against resistance from all sides, especially from 
your side. [unintelligible intersections] 


Ladies and Gentlemen, we have 6 million unemployed 
because market economy has not been given the leeway 
for development that it needs, but because regulation 
and bureaucracy and because controlled economy 1s 
promoted in communities and laender, because admin- 
istration does not work. [unintelligible interyections] 


This state has been paralyzed by excessive bureaucracy 
and laws and regulations that were largely drafted by 
you. [applause] 


I do not want to deny that we have also made mistakes. 
I do not want to deny that. We also made mistakes in the 
past few years. Yet in climinating these mistakes and in 
curing the evils, we must join forces. You refuse to do 
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that, especially in the laender and communes. but also in 
the Bundesrat, which is deplorable. Our concept is 
designed to lower taxes. We will present a draft with the 
basic values before the end of this legislative period. We 
want to reduce the quota of taxes and fees. We want 
degressive subsidies, and we want to limit them to a 
certain period. We have made an initial atlempt—in the 
field of coal, for example. But who protested? You! Only 
because we stopped promising the generation of elec- 
tricity on the basis of the 35 million tonnes for all time. 
no matter what happens. You protested when we sug- 
gested reducing the subsidies. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, we want to carry oul corrections 
in the social system—in cooperation with you, by the 
way. This also applies to the unemployment insurance 
where premiums have to be lowered because certain 
tasks must be assumed by the community. | already 
mentioned deregulation, the simplification of proce- 
dures to facilitate the activities of medium-sized enter- 
prises. The administration must work faster and better. 
Unfortunately, this is not possible without you in the 
communes and the laender. 


Let us examine privatization. Why is progress not being 
achieved in the postal reform, where hundreds of thou- 
sands of jobs are at stake? No progress is being achieved 
because the trade unions refuse to abandon old thinking 
based on public law, which has been deeply rooted for 
decades in this area. 


As far as the railway reform is concerned, you show 
obstructionism wherever you can—you and others, by 
the way. In the field of technology, education. and 
science, you are guided by ideas and goals that are not 
designed to increase efficiency and to relief our labor 
market. As far as the labor market is concerned, it will be 
decis:» 10 adopt a new kind of wage policy. A great deal 
went wrong in the area of wage negotiations in the past 
10 years. This also applies to the public sector. | am not 
blaming anyone here: I only want to take stock in a sober 
way. New guidelines for wages negotiations and the labor 
market must be adopted. Stronger differentiation on the 
basis of lines of business, regions, and individual enter- 
prises is required. [applause] 


We must also adopt new principles in the sense that lower 
wages must be paid for less valuable work. Such proposals 
are usually reyected immediately, with the argument that 
something is to be taken away from those who have little. 
{unintelligible interyections] Less valuable work 1s work that 
does not require a high level of qualification. [unintelligible 
interjections} | want to give you the answer. Why were 
millions of jobs created in the United States in the 1980's. in 
the service sector, for example? Because wages and salaries 
are relatively low in this area. There 1s still a demand for this 
kind of work in this field in the United States. In Germany. 
these areas are too well paid. If one says such things. one ts 
usually accused of social indifference. Yet what we want ts 
creating jobs for people who can do this kind of work. so 
that they do not have to rely on social benefits. This 1s what 
we want to achieve. This is not social indifference. It 1s a 
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responsible labor-market policy. Moreover, an increasing 
number of people in your party think the same way . 


This has to be done, and we have to maintain a differ- 
ence in incomes to make sure that those who work have 
more than those who work less. [applause] We must also 
introduce more flexible working hours—working hours 
per year. life, week. This 1s wh a we have to do. For the 
first time, a promising discu” s10n has started here. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, | would like to emphasize that 
we must also discover the households as employers, and 
we must reform our tax law and social regulations in a 
way that illicit work 1s reduced and that hundreds of 
thousands—and | would say millions of people—in the 
private households find regular work, pay taxes, are 
covered by social insurance. and that illicit work 1s 
reduced. This 1s what we have to do. [applause] 


Moreover. labor offices must be privatized. If the Fed- 
eral Labor Office then argues that it will only have to 
look after those who have difficulties in finding a job, 
while the private agencies will care for those who find 
employment easily, all l can say 1s that the Federal Labor 
Office should be glad that each person 1s able to find a 
job with the help of others. The Federal Office has to 
make sure that others are able to find work, without 
worrying so much about whether they have work. This is 
what matters. [unintelligible interyections}] What ts true 
has to be said, even if you protest. After all, those of you 
who use their brains know that. More and more demands 
have been raised from your side. too. We basically share 
the same view, even though you raise your voices here in 
protest—obviously in vain. 


Ladies and Gentlemen. let me say a few words on our work 
and what has been achieved in eastern Germany, because 
this was mentioned yesterday. Ladies and Gentlemen, | 
frankly admit that we can no longer simply refer to what we 
inherited there. We must ensure that our measures and the 
huge amounts of money that has been transferred there 
arrive safely and that the process that started 1s speeded up. 
This vear, we will achieve more than 6 percent growth there 
and more than 7 percent next year—although | admit that 
this 1s taking place at a low level. Sull, it 1s not true that 
things are not moving and progressing in the east. Our 
measures are showing an effect: the continuation of the 
policy of privatization, the policy for the preservation of 
industrial cores; Our promotion system, which provides 
incredible amounts of money and many incentives; the 
measures intended to promote sales. Unfortunately, | do not 
have enough time to discuss that at great length. What we 
have done to improve the infrastructure and to eliminate 
old burdens, all our efforts are showing an effect. We will 
solve those problems. It is not a question of if, but a 
question of when. Although one might criticize individual 
promotion measures, we have, all in all, pursued the night 
policy—in the west and in the east. We will overcome 
recession and speed up the upswing in the east. This country 
iS NOt a country that one could describe as a bad center for 
investment, but it continues to be an economic center that 
suill has its strengths and advantages. which we have to 
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emphasize, also al an international level. Wherever we may 
have problems, we have to discuss them—outside and 
inside this building. We will succeed if we do not work 
against one another, but if we cooperate. We will have to 
contribute, but then so do you. the opposition. The people 
expect you to not only protest but also contribute your share 
to the decision-making process. Thank you very much. 


Heitmann Withdraws Candidacy for President 


LD2511091593 Hamburg DPA in German 0809 GMT 
25 Nav 93 


[Excerpt] Dresden (DPA}—Saxony’s Justice Minister 
Steffen Heitmann (Christian Democratic Union) has 
withdrawn his candidacy for the office of German pres- 
ident. “I have made this decision in order to enable the 
parties and their candidates to make a new start in the 
search for a joint candidate as well as to preserve the 
basic idea of awarding the highest office of state to an 
east German,” Heitmann said today during a statement 
given to journalists in Dresden. [passage omitted] 


Text of Withdrawal Statement Published 


AU 2611121293 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
26 Nov 93 p 3 


[Text of statement issued by Steffen Heitmann declaring 
his withdrawal from the candidacy for the office of the 
president} 


[Text] Dresden—In a statement, Steffen Heitmann jus- 
tified his withdrawal from the candidacy for the office of 
president, by saying the following: 


1 have decided to withdraw from the candidacy for the 
office of president. 


I have made this decision in order to: 


—first, enable the parties and their candidates to make a 
new start in the search for a common candidate, as 
well as 


—second, to preserve the basic idea of awarding the 
highest office of state to an east German. 


This basic idea 1s correct and must not be relegated to the 
background. To put it quite clearly: | do not withdraw 
for the benefit of a candidate from western Germany. 
Rather. | suggest Richard Schroeder as a common can- 
didate. 


| appeal: 


—to Johannes Rau to have the greatness to withdraw 
from the candidacy for the benefit of his east German 
party colleague: because—as we know—Richard 
Schroeder will not be able to win against Johannes 
Rau. 


—to Richard Schroeder to be available for candidacy; 
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—1to my party and to the Christian Social Union (CSU] 
to have the greatness to approach Richard Schroeder, 
even though he 1s a member of the Social Democratic 
Party of Germany; he fulfills the criteria that the CDU 
[Christian Democratic Union] has put forth for the 
candidacy of an east German; 


—to Hildegard Hamm-Bruecher and to Jens Reich to 
withdraw their candidacies for the benefit of a 
common candidate, Richard Schroeder. 


—to all parties to agree on a common candidate, Richard 
Schroeder, in the interest of our country, which 1s facing 
more difficult problems than the election of the president. 
and in the interest of our people's internal unity. 


I know that I am disappointing many people in our 
country with my withdrawal and I cordially ask them for 
understanding and forgiveness. I have come to the 
rynviction that the way in which my person is being 
uiscussed cannot \cad to anything good. 


1 am sincerely grateful for the honor and the trust that hie 
in being offered such an office. I thank the party leader- 
ships, party bodies, and my party colleagues from the 
CDU and the CSU, who encouraged and supported me. 
sometimes with a considerable political risk for them- 
selves. This will continue to be a bond between us. | 
thank my associates, who have supported me excellently. 


In particular, however, I thank the innumerable citizens 
who have shown me their support, encouragement, and 
agreement in words, letters, and gestures. This will 
accompany me on my path and ts compensation for a 
great deal of strain, defamation. and disappointment. 


May my withdrawal lead to something good for our 
fatherland. 


Kohl Regrets Heitmann’s Decision To Withdraw 


LD2511102393 Hambure DPA in German 0909 GMT 
25 Now 93 


[Text of statement by Chancellor Helmut Kohl; issued by 
the Chancellor's Office in Bonn on 25 November] 


[Text] Bonn (DPA}—"'It is with great respect and regret 
that I note Steffen Heitmann’s decision to withdraw his 
candidacy for the office of federal president. | thank 
Steffen Heitmann also on behalf of the Christan Dem- 
ocratic Union [CDU] for having made himself available 
in this difficult period of growing together of the united 
Germany. 


“The unbearable campaign over the last few months, in 
which Steffen Heitmann was personally attacked and 
defamed, is shameful for all those who were involved in 
it. The way in which Steffen Heitmann resigned demon- 
strates that the image of him that was presented to the 
public was distorted. His statement shows what a noble- 
minded and fair person Steffen Heitmann is.” 
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Rules Out Talks With Opposition 
LD2511205293 Berlin DDP in German 1700 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)}—There will be no talks between the 
Bonn government CDU/CSU/FDP [Christian Demo- 
cratic Union/Christian Social Union/Free Democratic 
Party] coalition and the opposition SPD [Social Demo- 
cratic Party] on a joint candidate for the office of 
president [following the resignation of CDU/CSU can- 
didate Steffen Heitmann this morning]. This was 
announced to reporters tonight in Bonn by Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl. After the SPD had made it clear that it 
would stand by its candidate, Johannes Rau, such talks 
no longer had any point, Kohl said. 


To Begin Talks With FDP 


LD2511210693 Hamburg DPA in German 1704 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Excerpts] Bonn (DPA)}—The CDU/CSU [Christian 
Democratic Union/Christian Social Union] will shortly 
begin talks with the FDP [Free Democratic Party] to 
arrive at a joint candidate for the presidential election, 
according to Chancellor Helmut Kohli (CDU). He told 
reporters this evening in Bonn that this had been agreed 
between the coalition partners. Both sides had agreed not 
to name any names. [passage omitted] 


Kohl went on to say he could not see any other candidate 
from eastern Germany. This was no longer a possibility 
as far as the CDU/CSU union was concerned. 


Kanther Bans Kurdistan Workers Party 


LD2611082593 Hamburg DPA in German 0754 GMT 
26 Nov 93 


[Text] Zittau (DPA)}—Federal Interior Minister Manfred 
Kanther (Christian Democratic Union) has banned the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in Germany. An Inte- 
rior Ministry spokesman confirmed this in Bonn this 
morning before the start of the conference of interior 
ministers of the German Government and of the federal 
laender in Oybin in eastern Saxony. The ban comes into 
effect immediately. 


Kinkel Welcomes PKK Ban 


LD2611112393 Berlin DDP in German 0941 GMT 
26 Nov 93 


[Text] Bonn (ddp)}—Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has 
welcomed the ban on the extremist Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) in Germany. The activity of militant Kur- 
dish groups in Germany cannot be tolerated any longer, 
Kinkel said in Bonn today. The political propaganda of 
the PKK and its other actions has reached the points 
whereby it is no longer acceptable, including in terms of 


foreign policy. 


However, in order to maintain the credibility of German 
foreign policy it is necessary to continue “the critical 
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dialogue on human rights issues” with Turkey. “As much 
as we condemn the terrorist actions of the PKK, we 
understand the justified cause of the afflicted Kurdish 
population in southeastern Anatolia.” However, through 
its terrorist attacks the PKK is escalating the conflict 
time and time again. Therefore it “bears a large amount 
of the responsibility for the deplorable situation in the 
southeastern region of Turkey.” 


Greenpeace Protestors Blockade Nuclear Power 
Station 


AU2411173293 Hamburg DPA in German 0625 GMT 
22 Nov 93 


[Text] Brokdorf (DPA)}—Around 100 nuclear power pro- 
testers started a blockade of the Brokdorf nuclear power 
Station in the lower Elbe region in Schleswig-Holstein this 
morning. They are protesting against the transport of 
nuclear fuel rods to the Sellafield reprocessing plant in 
Britain. The police say the demonstrators are blocking the 
main access road to the power station. 


Activists from the Greenpeace environmental organiza- 
tion hammered wooden crosses into the ground along the 
transport route and distributed leaflets referring to the 
potential dangers of the transport. 


The fuel rods are to be taken by lorry to nearby Bruns- 
buettel and then by rail through the center of Hamburg 
to a ferry terminal. 


Watercannons Used To Clear Path 


AU2411173393 Hamburg DPA in German 0812 GMT 
22 Nov 93 


[Excerpt] Brokdorf (DPA)—The police used water- 
cannon to clear the way for the transport of nuclear fuel 
rods from the Brokdorf nuclear power station on the 
Lower Elbe to Sellafield in Britain this morning. Around 
100 nuclear power protesters had blocked the main 
access road to the reactor grounds earlier this morning. 
At 1010 [0910 GMT] a lorry with the six spent-fuel rods 
left the nuclear power station in the direction of Bruns- 
buettel, the police said. [passage omitted] 


Bundestag Adopts 1994 Budget 
LD2611125393 Berlin DDP in German 1211 GMT 
26 Nov 93 


[Text] Bonn (DDP)}—The Bundestag passed the 1994 
Federal Budget today. This provides for expenditure of 
almost 480 billion German marks [DM] for next year. 
This amount is 4.8 percent up on the 1993 budget. 


The largest individual item is the social welfare budget. 
with a new record amount of DM1 30.4 billion, which ts 
about 9 percent up on this year. The national debt 
amounts to DM67.1 billion, of which over DMS2 biilion 
are spent on debt servicing. Further high- expenditure 
areas are the transport budget of DM53.8 billion and the 
defense budget of DM48.5 billion. About a quarter of the 
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budget is earmarked for rebuilding eastern Germany. 
New debts currently amount to DM69.1 billion. 


{Berlin DDP in German at 1219 GMT on 26 November 
adds that in the vote “there were two abstentions, while 
319 bundestag members voted in favor of the goverment 
draft 1994 budget in the amended version agreed by the 
Bundestag Budget Committee, and 160 voted against.”’] 


Ruehe Regrets ‘Lack of Clarity’ in Defense Budget 
LD2411232093 Berlin DDP in German 2122 GMT 
24 Nov 93 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DDP)—Federal Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe has expressed his regret at the “lack of clarity” over 
the defense budget for 1994. This evening parliament 
adopted the defense budget after the second reading, carried 
by the votes of the coalition parties. It provides for expen- 
ditures of 48.48 billion German marks per recommendation 
made by the Budget Committee. 


Ruehe said that it was “clear” the recently mentioned 
percentage cuts in the Bundeswehr must not be allowed 
to come about as a result of the global 5 billion cut in the 
overall budget. Otherwise considerable damage will be 
done to the Bundeswehr, and there will be a risk of the 
Armed Forces collapsing. The Bundeswehr needs “con- 
tinuity” and “reliability,” he said. 


On the issue of international Bundeswehr missions, 
Ruehe reaffirmed that the German forces will have to be 
able to do the same as Germany's neighbors. The Social 
Democratic Party should thoroughly reconsider its posi- 
tion on this problem. [passage omitted] 


Bundesbank President Opposes Mark Devaluation 


LD2411204693 Hamburg DPA in German 1615 GMT 
24 Nov 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Bundesbank President Hans Tiet- 
meyer has warned against the devaluation of the German 
mark as a means of solving economic problems. This 
would have serious consequences for the German 
economy and monetary stability, he said in Bonn today 
at a meeting of the German banks’ association. Care 
should also be taken with devaluation proposals for the 
other European currencies, he said. 


Tietmeyer said that the prior sanctioning of increases in 
costs by means of devaluation had regularly proved to be 
an unsuitable mears of reestablishing competitiveness. 
The European Union Commission in Brussels should 
also take this into account in its proposals for economic 
policy guidelines. 


Tietmeyer warned against exaggerated and false expec- 
tations of the monetary policy's capacity for influencing 
the economy and employment. The Bundesbank’s mon- 
etary policy would have to continue to be geared to 
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safeguarding monetary stability in the future. The infla- 
tion rate was stull clearly too high at 4 percent. Tietmeyer 
defended the Bundesbank’s intention of again fixing a 


monetary target for next year. 


Tietmeyer Dampens Hopes of Early Interest Cuts 
AU2611105593 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 25 Nov 93 p 13 


[Report signed “kr”: “Tietmeyer Dampens Hopes for 
Early Interest Cuts™} 


[Text] In an address to the Gerr.an Savings Banks and 
Banks Association, Bundesbank President Hans Tietmeyer 
dampened hopes for early further relaxation measures. Even 
in the future, one will “carefully and regularly examine™ the 
figures. However, what one must absolutely prevent is an 
increase of the reverse potential [Rueckschlagspotential] in 
the sphere of long-term interests. 


Tietmeyer warned of exaggerated and false expectations 
regarding the possibilities of influence of monciary 
policy on the economy and employment. Experience has 
taught that an unrealistic understanding of the role of 
monetary policy may lead to dangerous misdevelop- 
ments and considerable credibility losses. Yet, credi- 
bility ts the fundamental precondition for a successful 
stability policy. It is acquired over the years through 
hard work and is constantly being put to the test again. 


Tietmeyer resolutely reyected the argument that the German 
economy's economic strength was not so much damaged by 
the increases of wage costs and rates, but mainly by the 
revaluation of the German mark—in the wake of the 
Bundesbank's so-called high-interest policy. This line of 
argument ignores the relatively modest rate of revaluation 
(just under 2.5 percent vis-a-vis 18 industrialized nations 
since 1987) and, in particular, disregards that, at the begin- 
ning of the process of real revaluation, there were misdevel- 


opments in the sphere of wage and fiscal policy. 


As far as its policy is concerned, the Bundesbank long 
ago started to take the international, particularly the 
European, dimension into account. The inflow of almost 
60 billion German marks [DM] in foreign currency, 
which resulted from the Bundesbank’s interventions in 
July, were almost more than the Bundesbank could take 
and yet not enough to prevent the confidence crisis in the 
European Monetary System [EMS]. Conclusion: The 
countries whose currencies have come under pressure 
have to make “sufficient, sustained, and permanently 
credible” efforts to achieve stability. Recently, there has 
been growing understanding among the European part- 
ners that regaining the stability of monctary value in 
Germany 1s also in their interests. 


It is still too soon to assess the new situation in the EMS, 
even though the first results can “generally be regarded 
as encouraging.” So far, the EMS member states resisted 
the temptation to make “excessive” use of the new room 
that was created by forced steps of interest cutting. A 
devaluation race has not taken place. 





FBIS-WEU-93-226 
26 November 1993 


Longuet: U.S. Giving ‘More Attention’ to GATT 


AU 2411131393 Paris AFP in English 1300 GMT 
24 Nov 93 


[Excerpts] Paris, Nov 24 (AFP}—France said Wednesday 
[24 November] that “first indications” provided by EC 
trade negotiator Leon Brittan about his talks with US. 
officials on outstanding GATT disputes were that no 
progress had been made. 


But French Trade and Industry Minister Gerard 
Longuet, who was bricfed for about 75 minutes here 
early Wednesday by Brittan on the EC official's discus- 
sions in Washington, said afterward that the United 
States was clearly being more active in an effort to reach 
a GATT accord. 


“The Americans have clearly decided to give more 
attention to the GATT trade negotiations than they had 
shown so far.” he said. 


Brittan met in Washington late Tuesday with US Trade 
Representative Mickey Kantor and suggested after those 
talks that some progresss was in the making in a new 
drive to wrap up a GATT accord by a December 15 
deadline. 


He held that the United States had changed its atitude 
because the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) had been passed by Congress. 


A key obstacle to reaching the world trade pact under the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) has 
been French insistance on changes to an agricultural 
pre-accord, known as the Blair House agreement, which 
calls for steep cuts in subsidized European farm output. 


After Brittan and Longuct met at a Paris airport. a 
spokeswoman for the French Foreign Ministry said that 
Brittan’s explanations did not represent progress. 


Catherine Colonna said the “first indications” given by 
Brittan “do not amount, at this stage, to progress.” 


The main subjects concerned were the organisation of 
world trade, market access, and questions affecting par- 
ticular sectors and mainly agriculture as well as cultural 
issues, she said. 


Reliable sources said that during the talks at the airport 
Brittan had spoken by telephone to EC Commission 
President Jacques Delors. 


Disagreements between the European Community and 
the United States are holding up the GATT negotiations. 


[passage omitted] 


Two of the main obstacles to the conclusion of an 
agreement to reduce barriers to world trade by 
December 15 concern demands vy France for changes to 
the cereal agreement and for cuiicral matters to be 
treated as a special case. 
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But the director general of the GATT, Peter Sutherland, 
has warned that demands by the United Siates that it be 
permitted to treat foreign companies differently from 
local ones for tax purposes could undermine all of the 
negotiations. 


Foreign Trade Minister Interviewed on GATT Talks 


LD2511143593 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in French 
0640 GMT 25 Now 93 


[Interview with Gerard Longuet, minister of industry, 
posts, telecommunications, and foreign trade. by Jean 
Pierre Elkabbach. place and date not given—live or 
recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Elkabbach} You have a lot of work on your 
hands Mr Longuet. good morning. 


{Longuet] Good morning Jean Pierre Elkabbach. 


[Elkabbach] Alain Juppe answered Laurent Fabius in the 
National Assembly yesterday. to the effect that a possible 
agreement on GATT will be submitted beforehand for 
discussion and approval by deputies and senators. Will 
they have an obligation to vote” 


{Longuet] Yes they will, and personally | am pleased as 
there will be a great meeting of the French people 
through their deputies and senators. 


{Elkabbach] Will it be before 15 December? 


{Longuet] It will certainly be before 15 December and 
more precisely between 10 and 15. There will be a Euro- 
pean summit on 10 December and | hope that we will have 
the concrete U.S. proposals on 10 December and that 
Europeans will be able to agree on 10 December. Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur wishes to make deputies and 
senators participate between 10 and 15. 


[Elkabbach] Does this means that the vote and the 
debate will take place on the basis of a text which ts 
perhaps conclusive or indicative [words indistinct]. 


{Longuet] One musi well understand that Clinton must 
present to the U.S. Congress a note of orientation and 
thus the system will be built in the three months fol- 
lowing that. On 15 December, however, he must present 
a note of onentation and we can debate and vote on the 
contents of this note of onentation because we will have 
contributed to the writing of that note during tough 
European-U.S. negotiations. 


[Elkabbach] We are really waiting for the Americans to 
wake up. they are becoming acquainted with GATT. We 
feel like saying: Are you making fun of us? 


{Longuct] No, | think that the Americans are very 
pragmatic. | find this at international mectings and they 
practise a simple method: to deal with problems onc 
afier another. They have settled for themselves the 
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NAFTA issue, Le. their relations with Canada and 
Mexico. It was important and urgent. They have negoti- 
ated with the Pacific region, and now it is the turn of 
Europe. They have three weeks and together we have 
three weeks. These are problems which we all know but 
now one must settle the issue. 


[Elkabbakh] This means that they deal with one after 
another and for us Europeans it will be at the last minute 
and we will have the pistol pointed at our heads. We are 
not in a western movie, are we? 


[Longuet] We are not in a western and you know, each of 
us has a pistol. | would like to recall that France has a 
deficit vis-a-vis the United States. The United States sell 
more in Our country than we sell in theirs, and I have 
never seen a supplier kill his customer. 


{Elkabbach}] Mr. [Leon] Brittan said that President 
Clinton, who saw him for 10 minutes, has involved 
himself in the negotiations and will do so up to the 
smallest details. Is this a good sign for you or not? 


{Longuet] | think that it is a good sign because the 
Americans, just like the Europeans, will have to over- 
come their preferences and put their priorities in order. 
Only the political authority can do it and just as there 
will be a vote in the French parliament, the fact that the 
U.S. President is involving himself personally will per- 
haps enable him to overcome the passion of steel pro- 
ducers or U.S. [word indistinct] producers. [passage 
omitted] 


We need balanced exchanges and we need the powers to 
respect each other. We will not solve everything on 15 
December, that is certain. What is needed is a strong 


signal to give everybody the desire to continue. [passage 
omitted] 


Balladur Terms Latest GATT Meeting ‘Failure’ 


LD2411184893 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1700 GMT 24 Now 93 


[Remarks by French Prime Minister Edouard Balladur 
to the Majority Members of Parliament, at the Maison 
de la Chimie in Paris, on 24 November, with introduc- 
tion by unidentified correspondent—recorded] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur admitted that the latest meeting between Amer- 
icans and Europeans had been a failure: 


{Balladur] I say, and | repeat, that I am in favor of an 
agreement. | am in favor of it because I think that we all 
have an interest in the development of world trade: but 
not at any price. In the current state of affairs, we have 
not received satisfaction on any of the points we raised. 


Will matters evolve in the 18-20 days that are left? | hope so. 


This is why I have asked our negotiators in Brussels, as 
well as the competent ministers, to ensure that we know 
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what to expect by, let us say, the first days of December. 
I do not want to find myself. on the evening of 14 
December, in the situation of having to take a stand in 
one hour on a package that would be brought to us all 
wrapped up, with the option of saying either yes or no. | 
want to be able to think it over, to discuss il with the 
cabinet, to discuss it with our foreign partners, and also 
tO present it to the government majority. 


Juppe: GATT ‘Preparatory Agreement’ Needed by 
6 


AU2511171093 Paris AFP in English 1637 GMT 
25 Now 93 


[Excerpts] Paris, Nov 25 (AFP)}—The European Com- 
munity must have a “preparatory agreement” on world 
trade by December 6 to compicte trade negotiations by 
the December 15 deadline. French foreign minister 
Alain Juppe said on Thursday [25 November] after 
French officials held top-level trade talks. [passage 
omitted] 


Speaking after a meeting with Prime Minister Edouard 
Balladur, Industry Minister Gerard Longuct, Economics 
Minister Edmond Alphandery. Agriculture [Minister] 
Jean Puech and Budget Minister Nicolas Sarkozy, Juppe 
said the purpose of the mecting was to decide on 
government strategy for European Community meetings 
over the next few days—on December 2. 6 and 11. 


He said that on December 2. the government wanted 
“something other than general considerations” in con- 
nection with a possible world trade agreement under the 
auspices of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). And he added in speaking of another EC 
meeting that “In any case, if on December 6 we cannot 
consider an agreement that 1s largely mapped out, we will 
be unable to meet the date of the | Sth” - the deadline for 
a GATT accord if U.S. president Bill Clinton is to 
submit it to Congress under “fast track authority.” That 
means Congress must vote the agreement up or down, 
but cannot amend it. 


Many observers feel that if agreement 1s not reached by 
the 1 Sth, the seven-year-old Uruguay Round of GATT 
negotiations will fail. 


Juppe had said before the ministers’ mecting with Bal- 
ladur that France was prepared to keep the December 15 
deadline in mind, provided that before then “We have 
had time to reflect on what might be the final agree- 
ment,” within the EC and within France. 


He said the government would ask the National 
Assembly and the Senate to vote on the terms of any 
agreement, but the details of the vote had not been 
decided. [passage omitted] 
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Russia’s Kozyrev Gives Juppe Military Doctrine 


BR2411131293 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in 
French 24 Now 93 p 17 


[Unattributed article: “Moscow Presents Its Military 
Doctrine” 


[Text] Russian Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev 
handed a letter to his French counterpart Alain Juppe 
yesterday in which he “informed France” about the new 
military doctrine adopted by Moscow, Yuriy Ryzhov, 
Russian ambassador to France, said during a news 
conference. 


Mr. Ryzhov handed over this letter to the Foreign 
Ministry yesterday. The ambassador specified that this 
followed the talks between the countries’ foreign minis- 
ters in Paris in October and between Prime Minister 
Balladur and President Yeltsin in Moscow in early 
November. Mr. Ryzhov pointed out that his country was 
particularly interested in France's experience regarding 
the legal status of its troops abroad, with a view to 
deploying Russian troops outside Russia. “It has been 
decided to turn military doctrine issues into a permanent 
topic of discussion between France and Russia,” the 
ambassador said. 


The Russian Security Council on 3 November adopted a 
new military doctrine which defines, among others, the 
conditions for the use of the nuclear weapons and the 
deployment of [Russian] troops outside Russia. 


Leotard Introduces Defense White Paper 
BR2411131793 Paris LE MONDE in French 24 Now 93 
p 26 


[Report by Jacques Isnard: “Presented by Francois Leotard. 
the Defense White Paper Contains Six “Crisis Scenarios”) 


[Text] Speaking to the Defense Commission deputies 
who complained of not being involved in the planning 
on the development of French strategy, Francois Leotard 
discussed on Tuesday, 23 November, the conclusions of 
the repori—so-called interim repori—of the Marceau 
Long Commission which will produce a defense White 
Paper. This text contains six crisis scenarios. It will be 
amended by the government and will take on its final 
form in February 1994. 


France, in its way, is currently carrying out a thorough 
revision of its defense doctrine and the means of serving 
it. The United States and Russia have preceded it down 
this road which consists of adapting the military tool to 
the geostrategic environment of the beginning of next 
century, to the extent that it can be predicted. France will 
enshrine its thinking in a White Paper on defense to the 
year 2010 and a programming law which will be pro- 
duced in 1994. 
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On the one hand, the Americans. convinced of the 
unexpected and sudden nature of future conflicts, want 
to build a defense tool which enables them to act in two 
places at a time, in high-risk geographical areas a long 
way from their continent, such as Asia or the Middle 
East, and also Europe. On the other, the Russians have 
warned that they would have no hesitation in using their 
deterrent first against a nonnuclear aggressor which 1s 
allied to a nuclear state, and that they would feel obliged 
to protect Russian-speaking minorities in danger within 
a strategic space formed from the former Soviet Union 
and including its European and Asian fringes. 


A Foretaste of Potential Threats 


France, for the time being. has entered a period of 
consideration. It 1s not silent, as shown by the many 
public statements by elected representatives or military 
experts. Nonetheless, the government is systematically 
postponing any initiative until spring 1994 at the car- 
lest. Between now and then, it will have put the finishing 
touches on the White Paper on defense which it intends 
to draw up on the basis of the work of the Commission 
chaired by Marceau Long. It will then have had to make 
decisions on that basis, with the military programmung 
covering the years 1995-2000 which is. in the final 
analysis, the only legislative document on which it stakes 
its responsibility. 

The defense minister has, in advance, clashed with 
deputies of the current majority who wanted to debate 
the programming law after the election of a new presi- 
dent of the republic in 1995. According to [Defense 
Minister] Mr. Leotard, it 1s no longer possible to wait: 
The armed forces, for their missions and the resulting 
organization, and the armaments industrialists. for their 
activities, need to know France's chonces for its security 
as quickly as possible. 


Meanwhile, the nation’s deputies were to have a fore- 
taste of the White Paper and of the six scenarios which 
the interim report of the Long Commission has adopted 
and which are deemed to justify an intervention by 
French forces. These different hypotheses range from a 
direct threat to an overseas department or territory to a 
variety of threats (reminiscent of East-West tension) 
which would attack France's vitab or fundamezital inter- 
ests, including threats in the Mediterranean, the risks 
stemming from the explosion of clandestine state ter- 
rorism, and from the proliferation of so-called weapons 
of mass destruction (nuclear, ballistic, chemical) 
exploited by regional powers, or even the threat from all 
sides caused by the chronic instability in “gray arcas” 
where a state has ceased to be able to exercise its full 
sovereignty. 


The Western countries are no more sheltered from these 
many different and often diffuse dangers which engender 
conflagrations between states by surprise or shockwaves 
within these states themselves. In Europe. for instance, 
Britain has long experienced a civil war in Ireland which 
it is unable to control: Italy faces the “Mafia career,” 
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and Spain its dissidents in the Basque country or in 
Catalonia. Further east, without counting the ethnic 
clashes in former Yugoslavia, the former USSR is wres- 
thing with putsches in Moscow, the implosion of the 
autonomous republics, and the Russian decline in the 
Muslim states attracted by Turkey or Iran. 


Faced with such elusive situations in which the aggressor 
is sometimes not even identifiable, France needs to build 
a defense which safeguards both iis Atlantic and Euro- 
pean solidarities, and if necessary Mediterranean soli- 
darities, and which at the same time safeguards its 
decision-making autonomy. 


After the White Paper has set the scene, it is the 
1995-2000 programming law—reviewable after the first 
three years to take account of the changing international 
context and submitted to parliament in spring 1994— 
which will establish the major choices in the sphere of 
military organization (format, manning levels in the 
three branches of the armed forces, long-service volun- 
teers, and the conscripts from the draft) and determine 
the equipment deemed necessary in the space, nuclear, 
and conventional spheres. 


It will not just be a matter of deciding the current debate 
on the deterrent: Should we or should we not be in a 
position to deter an aggressor who combined the threat 
of rustic nuclear weapons and terrorist blackmail, by the 
use of nuclear munitions with special effects? It will also 
be a question of drawing up a strategy of use for a new 
type of conventional weapons known as “intelligent” 
weapons, those which combine performance on impact, 
accuracy on the ground, and safety of remote firing for 
their servers in “lightning.” retaliatvon, or intimidation 
operations. 


By the admission of the general staffs, the choices which 
are made in this sphere will reflect France's radical 
inclinations in the sphere of the policy of alliances with 
its partners. 


These military alliances are institutional or tailor-made. 
They relate to all aspects of security. Ficst, im the 
operational sphere. How, without necessarily standard- 
izing it, is it possible to make equipmeni of different 
origins compatible other than by making provision at the 
design stage for the fact that these pieces of equipment 
will have to work together? Then in the indu: ‘rial sphere. 
How can we make the decision to abandon sovereignty 
by sharing or even by har “’ng over technological know- 
how at the risk of selling off our own skills? Finally, in 
the logistical sphere. Hoc can we fail to depend on 

“pools” [preceding word in English] of supplies or col- 
lective cooperation agencies in the arms sphere? 


All these questions present a precondition: Solving the 
question of the extent to which France intends to main- 
tain its freedom of assessment. decision-making, and 
action for its benefit alone. 


If henceforth there is to be an increased effort on 
conventional weapons, France may lose its special status 
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as an independent nuclear power in Europe and be 
dissolved into an alliance which will rob it of its origi- 
nality or “normalize” iu. Some members of the Long 
Commission insisted that France, if necessary bringing 
with «t other European states with the same concern, 
should put the emphasis on the means of maintaining in 
all circumstances its autonomy of decision and action 
during major crises in the world. This freedom to assess 
an international situation which, by deteriorating. 
threatened its interests and forced it to react, starts with 
the possession of a wi ole panoply of intelligence and of 
whe’ +5 called “aids” to informing the command. 


The Americans have understood that and have made a 
spectacular effort in the sphere of C31 (Communication, 
Command, Control, and Intelligence) technology. 
During the Gulf War, the Americans made abundant use 
of such advantages, from the spy satellite to the obser- 
vation satellite. and including the drone (unpiloted 
reconnaissance device), means of “deception” (jamming 
or intercepting communications), and electronic warfare 
equipment. In this way they made the anti-lraqi coali- 


tion dependent on them. 


The lesson of the Gulf has since been learned. For France. in 
fact, NATO, and the WEU [Western European Union], are 
all “circles” of security in which, faced with the challenges 
which are emerging and which require a collective response. 
new solidarities are being expressed among loyal allies in 
good faith but with full nghts. 


‘Private Nature’ of Dalai Lama Visit Reiterated 


AU 2511155293 Paris AFP in English 1438 GMT 
25 Now 93 


[Text] Paris, Nov 25 (AFP)}—The French foreign min- 
istry on Thursday [25 November] reiterated the “pasto- 
ral and private nature” of the Dalai Lama's recent visit, 
in response to a protest from Beijing. 


“In our contacts with the Chinese authorities we have 
reminded them of the conditions under which the Dalai 
Lama came to France and under which he had meetings 
with French officials.” the ministry's deputy spokes- 
woman Catherine Colonna said. 


Earlier Thursday, Being denounced the exiled Tibetan 
leader's meeting with French President Francois Mi- 
terand at the Elysee Palace on November 16. 


“The French leader's meeting with him constitutes an 
interference in Chinese internal affairs.” foreign min- 
istry spokeswoman Fan Huyian told a press conference. 


“The Chinese side has already made a representation 
and lodged a protest with the French side on this 
matter,” she added. 


The charge d'affaires at the French embassy in Bewying. 
Gerard Chesnel, was called to the ministry last Monday, 
diplomatic sources sad. 
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During his several weeks in France, the 1989 Nobel 
Peace Prize winner met Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac and 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe. Officially, Juppe met the 
Dalai Lama as Paris deputy mayor. 

The Tibetan spiritual leader also met the French junior 
minister for humanitarian action and human rights. 
Lucette Michaux-Chevry. 


Greenpeace Protests Toxic PCB Imports 


AU 2411163593 Paris AFP in English 1554 GMT 
24 Now 93 


[Text] Paris, Nov 24 (AFP}—A Greenpeace delegation 
left 300 grams (about 10 oz) of highly toxic waste outside 
the New Zealand embassy here on Wednesday [24 
November] in a protest about French plans to impor 
$00 tonnes of New Zealand PCBs for incineration in 
France. 


New Zealand does not have the equipment to destroy the 
PCBs, which are used as an insulator in electricity 
transformers, and French Environment Minister Michel 
Barnier says France has agreed to import the chemical 
out of “ecological solidarity.” 


The French branch of the environmental organisation 
said on Wednesday that there were thousands of PCB 
transformers i> France that needed to be processed as a 
priority. 


The PCBs are incinerated at a plant operated by the 
state-owned Tredi group in southeastern France. Incin- 
eration produces a highly toxic residue, a sample of 
which was left at the New Zealand embassy on 
Wednesday. 


Greenpeace said the imports from New Zealand “will in 
no way solve the growing problem of New Zealand's 
toxic wastes.” Greenpeace last year vainly campaigned 
aginst French imports of another $00 tonnes of PCBs 
from Australia. 


Air Inter Stages Surprise 10-Hour Strike 


AU2511181893 Paris AFP in English 1759 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Text] Paris, Nov 25 (AFP)}—Employees at the French 
domestic airline Air Inter staged a 10-hour strike 
Thursday [25 November] to protest Transport Minister 
Bernard Bosson's plan involving what the umons termed 
“brutal deregulation.” 


The management of the state-owned Air Inter said 10 to 
15 flights out of 40 scheduled would be canceled because 
of the strike, which was due to last ‘rom 2 * to 
midnight (1300 GMT to 2300 GMT). 


The strike is part of an ongoing protest action against the 
government's plan to deregulate French skies. By 1997, 
Bosson has said competitive airlines will be allowed to 
operate on the lucrative Paris-Marseille and Paris-Nice 
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routes. Conversely, under the plan, Air Inter would start 
serving foreign destinations. 


Air Inter expects to post losses of over 200 million francs 
(34 million dollars) this year. 


Striking Miners Burn Imported Coal, Clash With 


AU 2411123293 Paris AFP in English 1204 GMT 
24 Now 93 


[Text] Metz, France. Nov 24 (AFP)}—Siriking French 
miners burned stocks of cheap imported coal, wrecked a 
river port near here and fought battles with not police as 
part of a day of action on Wednesday [24 November]. 


The 2,000 helmeted miners wielding pick axe handles 
and shovels tned to take over the Lorraine regional 
council building here in this eastern French city, but 
police drove them off firing tear gas shells. 


Two miners and one policeman were slightly hurt, 
firemen said. 


Earlier, the miners wrecked the pori of Illange on the 
Moselle River. setting fire to stocks of imported call, and 
took over a motorway toll, collecting money from drivers 
who were allowed through free. 


The miners said that in their Metz attack, they wanted to 
demonsirate their anger to Industry Minister Gerard 
Longuct, who 1s also president of the Lorraine Council. 


The miners’ unions called a 24-hour strike and day of 
action on Wednesday, denouncing the government for 
failing to “enter into real negotiations on the future of 
the mining industry.” 


The communist-led CGT trade umion said government 
policy would “lead to a complete halt in French coal 
production in the next 10 years” although domestic 
output covers only 4 third of national needs. 


The French coal industry lost 35.000 jobs between 1984 
and 1993. Lorraine mines, the country’s biggest 
coalfield, still emply 13.000 workers but are scheduled 
for closure in 2005. 


Students Demonstrate for Improved Educational 
System 

AU 2511181093 Paris AFP in Enelish 1803 GMT 

25 Now 93 


[Text] Paris, Nov 25 (AFP)}—Thousands of French stu- 
dents demonstrated in Paris and various other French 
cities Thursday (25 November] to demand improve- 
ments in the country’s educational system. 


The demonstrations follow similar protest marches held 
in mid-November by university students 


Police officials in Paris said some 6.000 students dem- 
onstrated Thursday in the city 
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The students carned posters stating “if you think educa- 
tion 1s costly, try ignorance,” or “education is a right not 
a privilege.” 


Other protest marches were held throughout the country. 


Lower House Reintroduces Immigration Proposals 
AU2611110993 Paris AFP in English 0406 GMT 
26 Now 93 


[Text] Paris, Nov 26 (AFP)}—France's centre-right dom- 
inated lower house on Friday (26 November] reintro- 
duced controversial on the right to political 
asylum, amending measures that had been kicked out by 
France's constitutional watchdog. 


The proposals would allow police to escori foreigners to 
the border or expel them from France for up to one year. 
depending on their personal circumstances, without any 
recourse to the courts. 


They would also allow police to hold foreigners in 


custody pending deportation, for as long as it took to get 
the necessary travel documents. 


The public prosecutor would also be given the power to 
put a block on what officials thought might be marriages 
of convenience, halting the ceremony for up to one 
month pending further investigatron. 


Asylum seekers would also not be entitled to a hearing in 
France if officials believed another state had primary 
responsibility. 


The Constitutional Council in August rejected similar 
draft legislation, which had been presented earher this year. 


A heated debate has raged between President Francors 
Mitterrand’s Socialist Party, which wants all such deci- 
sions brought under the ambit of the courts, and the 
conservative alliance, which thinks they should be purely 
administrative. 
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Internor Minister Charlies Pasqua said the proposed 
measures would “improve the efficiency of the recourse 
to expulsion, and help to close loopholes.” 


Pasqua was pilloried in September aficr the Consiitu- 
uonal Council's decision. 


Opponents of the legislation pul up posters showing 
French wartime leader General Charies dv Gaulle in 
London in 1940. 


The caption said that i was just as well some Countries 
still respected the right of asylum back then. 


Poll on Decriminalization of Narcotics 


Unatiributed articic: “Poll on Decriminalization of 
arcotics™] 
94P 20094 Paris LIBERATION in French 17 Now 93 p 26 


[Text] While repressive when it comes to drug consump- 
tion, the French nevertheless believe that drug icgaliza- 
tion would strike a serious blow to traffic, according to 
an IFOP poll conducted on behalf of the monthly PAS- 
SAGE. Some 85 percent of the 1,001 individuals over 
age 15 interviewed by telephone are for making the use 
of heroin a criminal act, while a slightly lesser number 
(72 percent) think the same about hashish. However. this 
repressive orgy 1s also applied to alcohol consumers (47 
percent), tranquilizer consumers (23 percent). and 
tobacco consumers (19 percent). Al the same time, 43 
percent of the respondents believe that decriminalizing 
use will lessen drug trafficking (compared to $3 percent 
who think the opposite). Invited to comment on these 
poll results, Union for French Democracy (UL) DF) deputy 
Francois d'Aubert took the opportwnity to critucize the 
— $ anti-drug plan announced by Edouard 

ladur A plan, he said, that 1s “full of good sent- 
ments,” but has the “enormous weakness” of not taking 
seriously into account the fight against the laundering of 
funds generated by drug trafficking. “The bank lobby 
weighs heavily on all this. There are 40 banks in Monaco 
which launder drug moncy every day.” According io 


d'Aubert, the Ministry of Finance's anti-moncs laun- 
dering department is mere “bullshit.” 
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Fini Seeks Alliance With Bossi Against Left 


BR2411134493 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
23 Nov 93 p $ 


[Report by Federico Geremicca: “Fini Calls Bossi: “Side 
With Us] 


[Text] Rome—At exactly 1700 in the small lobby of the 
Nazionale hotel, my first impression was that | had come 
to entirely the wrong place. There was an indescribable 
crush, with a total cf some 70 photographers and 
reporters, including some from France and Japan, with 
{TV sports commentator] Enrico Ameri (the one that 
promises “all the soccer, minute by minute™) in the 
chairman's seat and [Democratic Party of the Left, PDS. 
Secretary] Achille Occhetto behind him, though obvi- 
ously not the real one but the one that appears on the 
“Creme Caramel” commercial... My next impression 
was that I was not at all mistaken but that this was 
indeed [Italian Social Movernet, MSI, Secretary] Gian- 
franco Fini’s press conference, and that the choreog- 
raphy was what was to be expected—that 15, Italy cele- 
brating the victor. While in the past it was Craxi and 
Andreotti, now, in this hotel opposite the lower house, it 
is Mr. Fini, with his impeccable gray suit and his red 
necktie with yellow and blue motifs... 

So all the microphones were pointed toward him on this 
post-clection Tuesday [as published], when he corrected 
certain figures and highlighted still further his success and 
that of his beloved party. And what the microphones 
received was precisely the announcement of an unmistak- 
able victory: “In seven of the main cities where elections 
took place,” Fini said, “we have gone through to the 
second round—Roi’* Naples, Trieste, Latina, Caltanis- 
etta, Chieti, and Benevento. In Bolzano, as in Naples and 
Rome, we are the leading party. We have candidates 
competing in Taormina, Lanciano, Porto Empedocie, and 
Cerignola, which is Di Vittorio’s home town. Five munic- 
ipalities with under 15,000 inhabitants have already 
elected our candidates as mayor...” There is no arguing 
with it; the facts are the facts. P 1, as people also used to 
say, politics ts politics. And when it comes to politics... 


Indeed, now that he has safely stored away the mountain 
of votes received, politics is where Gianfranco Fini’s 
problems start. For the moment these problems can be 
reduced to mainly two—how to keep the MSI to the 
“democratic and nonfascist™ line introduced for this 
election campaign, and how best to exploit the political 
move made at yesterday's press conference. The secre- 
tary summed up the move in the following question: 
What will the League do now; who will opt for the left 
and who for the emergent “national pole” of the right? 
Perhaps it is wrong to describe Finis remark as a 
proposal of a League-MSI “pact” but it is certainly 
something close to that. And when the MSI secretary 
asked the question, with a glint in his khaki-colored eyes 
{as published], he was making it clear that there is not 
too much time to lose. 
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“In Trieste there 1s a befi-wing candsdate and a National 
Alliance candidatc.” Fin: sand. “The League musi takes 
sides and must say whether vi 1s with us or with the 
left...” This prompted the immediate gqucsion: Docs 
that mean that you considcr Bossi a possible ally’ He 
replied: “I simply think that the League 1s al a cross- 
roads. It has reached its limit. It can go no further... it 
cannot go beyond Rome and central Italy. And south of 
Rome only we and the left-wing force are icfi. | am 
asking, whose side 1s Bossi on”” Another question: Tell 
me, Mr. Fini, are you perhaps proposing a trade. that 1s. 
are you willing to support League candidates in Genoa 
and Venice in exchange for their votes in Trieste”? 
Answer: “We have only 6 percent in Genoa... Be that as 
it may, do you not think that there are more scrious 
matters to think about now?” 


Most certainly... For instance, one serious (and difficult) 
matter 1s how to keep the MSI confined within the brand 
new suit of clothes that Fini has sewn round it for this 
election campaign—a modern, totally nonfascist mght. 
remote from the extremists, the enemy of the Nazi 
skinheads... But Fini believes in it strong'y, and said: 
“Do you really think that 35 percent of R »mans miss 
fascism and support the Nazi skinheads’ Carry on 
printing that, if you like. And every time you do so, | will 
gain an extra 5 percent...” He 1s right. But he docs not 
need to convince journalists. This, because amid the 
crush in the lobby of the Nazionale hotel, 1 1s from 
among his own ranks that we could hear all kinds of 
extraordinary things being said... 


For instance, we saw Fini on television saying: “Of 
course we are not suggesting a return to 70 years ago...” 
No sooner had he finished than a loud voice behind him 
rejoined: “Too bad!” Then a reporter for IL MESSAG- 
GERO ventured to ask a question: First, an MSI deputy 
standing next to Fini interrupted him rudely to ask 
“what the hell you want to ask questions for. you people 
from IL MESSAGGERO. who are conducting Rutelli's 
campaign for him.” Then at the end of the press confer- 
ence the same deputy insulted the same reporter, calling 
him a “servant of your publisher, that crook of a pub- 
lisher; go tell Gardini and Ferruzzi that they are crooks. 
that you are all servants and crooks’ Nothing too 
serious... But a leopard is unlikely to change his spots 
overnight, so Fini must take care to ensure that his own 
supporters do not explode this lovely myth of “the 
transformation of the MSI.” 


For that matter, he is none too subtle himself. Asked 
whether he will dissolve the MSI in order to build the 
National Alliance, he replied: “Look, it would be crim- 
inal to dissolve the foremost party in Naples and Rome.” 
In passing, he described abortion as “a form of homicide 
that has nothing to do with civil mghts.” And he was 


merciless when asked whether he will accept votes from 
Potito Salatio a representative of the old Rome DC who 
has announced that he will urge people to vote for him: 
“Accepi them? Of course I will accept them. Look, I 
accept votes from whoever gives them to me.” What can 
we say? That the “war for the mayoralties” will be a real 
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war. Because Fini will not yield: “I need another 16 
percent of Romans,” he warned. “and Rutclli will be 
finished, left gasping for air.” 


Fini Rejects Alliance With Bossi 


BR2411145393 Milan LINDEPENDENTE in Italian 
24 Nov 93 p 6 


[Interview with Social Movement Secretary Gianfranco 
Fini by Giancarlo Loquenzi in Rome: date not given] 


[Text] [Former Italian Social Movement, MSI, Secre- 
tary] Giorgio Almirante’s face could clearly be seen, 
ostentatiously looking in another direction, while [MSI 
Secretary} Gianfranco Fini planned his future as a 
leader. “There is no school thai teaches you how to 
govern,” the Rome mayoralty candidate said, already 
thinking about the country as a whole, “only consensus is 
necessary, and | have demonstrated that | have it.” 


[Loquenzi] Well, Secretary, you have not conquered the 
city yet, but are you already thinking about the country’ 


[Fini] | am only ascertaining that, at the present time, the 
majority of the electorate does not want to hand over the 
government of the country to any element that may have 
anything to do with the left. These are citizens who are 
beginning to look towards the mght, not only because 
historically it is opposed to any socialist-oriented 
hypothesis, but also because it is completely alien to the 
world of upper-echelon corruption in Italy. 


[Loquenzi] And are you, Fini, putting yourself forward 
as a candidate for leadership” 


[Fini] | am merely predicting that the National Alhance 
project 1s the only real alternative to what 1s generically 
called the “progressive front,” that ranges from 
[National Rebirth Pact leader] Segni to [Democratic 
Party of the Left, PDS, Secretary] Occhetto and Com- 


munist Renaissance. Everybody laughed at this project 
two years ago, but today it has become a reality. 


[Loquenzi] Are you not leaving [League leader] Bossi out 
of your calculations? 


[Fini] Certainly, but only because Bossi still has not 
decided what side he is on. | would add that if the League 
makes it, it would break us up like a water melon. It 1s 
enough to consider the cxample of Trieste, where the 
League preferred not to make a choice between a candidate 
representing the left and a candidate representing the right 
Bossi and | cannot talk to cach other as your editor 
Vittorio Feltri would like, because we do not speak the 
same language. It is not so much a question of federalism, 
or anything else, but of clarity. | have said that | am 
completely against Occhetto and his followers, and Segn 
who is preparing to govern the country. What 1s Bossi's 
opinion? | will also add that as long as we talk about 
federalism in an academic way everything 1s fine. But 
when we talk about it for Italy the first thing that comes 
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into my mund 1s the disaster in Yugoslavia. In my opinion. 
there is no possibility of convergence here either. 


[Loquenzi] So you have no intention of talking to Bossi. 
bul you must speak with your electorate if you intend to 
run for the national leadership. 


[Fini] But most of the Italians that voted for the 
Northern League did so because there was no alternative. 
If there had been the National Alliance, | believe that 
they would have had an overwhelming success. The 
people of Milan, who elected Formentini, are no dif- 
ferent from the people of Rome, who voted for me. The 
electorate is made up rf moderate people, who are tured 
of those who live off what they steal from the public 
purse, and who a/e anxious to have a city that functions, 
and who are not at all convinced by Miglio’s delusions 
about “great regions”. 

[Loquenz:] And do you hope to win over the eleciorate to 
the cause of the tricolor flame [MSI symbol]? 


[Fimi] Not to the cause of the flame. Which 1s precisely 
why we thought up the National Alliance: It is a way of 
bringing different identities together. li would however 
be a mistake to expect the MSI experience to end. 
Nobody would understand how a party that was the first 
in Rome and Naples, and thai has been described during 
these elections as a great national party, couid come to 
an end. There are hundreds of thousands of voters who 
put their cross next to our flame, and | cannot ingore 
this. However, around the MSI's nucicus, | want to 
construct a pole made up of all the forces and individuals 
that do not want to hand the country over to the Iefi. 


{Loquenzi] This electoral growth 1s bound to change the 
face of the MSI. 


[Fini] It ts obvious that this will happen, and it seems to 
me that the electorate realized this before the politicians. 
They are the ones who have decided between fascism 
and antifascism in these clections. Bul we are not 
reneging on our past, the way Occhetto did at the 
Bolognina park [when the italian Communist Party 
became the PDS]. We have simply noted that conditions 
have changed, and that we have been calied on to 
shoulder new responsibilities, and the party 1s rapidly 
and intelligently adapting itself. 


[Loquenzi] How can you convince the readers that the 
National Alliance is not just the MSI under another name” 


[Fini] We must show this by our actions and alliances 
Segni has the same problem, that of speaking to the 
people and not to the parties and the organizations that 
no longer represent anything. | hope that the forces of the 
much-courted law-abiding citizens will enter the 
National Alliance. All those who no longer believe in the 
stories about an Italy th.t has already been divided up 
between the DC [Christian Democratic Party}, PDS, and 
the League. particularly after the results in Rome and 
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Naples. Certainly the DC will not form part of it. As long 
as [DC Secretary] Martinazzoli remains, the party will 
look increasingly to the left. However, there are certainly 
people in that party who are looking in the opposite 
direction, and they are welcome. I do not know what has 
happened to the Liberal Party, but | wonder who would 
vote somebody like [former Secretary] Raffaele Costa 
back into Parliament. 


{[Loquenzi] Is there also a place for Segni? 


[Fini] He continues to say that he sides with the progres- 
sive front. but I think that this creates big problems of 
consensus for him. A lot of his party no longer want to 
follow his leadership. If he continues along this line, at 
the next election he will be elected in one constituency 
and that will be it. He needs to start thinking now.... 


{Loquenzi] ...and [Fininvest President] Berlusconi, who 
said that he prefers you to Rutelli? 


[Fini] It is a good thing that at least one Italian busi- 
nessman does not want the country to go to the left. I do 
not understand his reasons, but when [Olivetti President] 
De Benedetti plays the knight-errant of the progressives, he 
shows that he is an enlightened businessman even if he 
does risk going to jail. If, on the other hand Berlusconi 
sides with the opposite front, this shows that he wants to 
have a party of his own, and that he wants to go into 
politics. As if big business has not always played a role in 
politics in Italy. However, I hope that Berlusconi: will 
continue to do his job, particularly as he does it well. There 
is a widespread idea in Italy today that the solution to our 
problems is to be miraculously found outside politics. 
Federalism is one of these discoveries, like that of the 
businessman who invents a party, or even somebody who 
thinks about organizing a coup. This is just a symbol of the 
disaster that has come to light during the current inquiries 
into high-level corruption in Italy, and of the years that it 
will take to put things right. 


{Loquenzi] Many people are waiting for you to announce 
the names of the Rome team, to see whether the MSI has 
joined the nondenominationalist area... 


[Fini] | am not very interested in names, but anyway | 
will present them before the election. It is the criteria 
that matter. In the past, positions were invented to find 
places for the leader's own people. Instead, I shall have a 
technically qualified team, designed to meet the neces- 
sary requirements to govern the people. 


Bossi Discusses Runoff Strategy at News Conference 


BR2411143693 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
23 Nov 93 p 9 


[Report on news conference by Northern League Secre- 
tary Umberto Bossi by Guido Passalacqua in Milan; date 
not given: “*True, | Did Not Win’”} 
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[Text] Milan—Monday [22 November] at 1300, over a 
plate of risotto and sausage. [ Northern League Secretary] 
Umberto Bossi let himself go: “We do not talk big. We 
do noi tell a pack of lies. And we do not give a damn 
about winning a load of votes. Whal interests us 1s 
Starting a revolution. I do not see why I should not tell 
the truth just because I did not win: Sometimes even the 
world champion takes a few knocks in the ring.” Bossi 
knows full well that he did not lose. In his pocket he has 
the results from Lombardy, those from Varese with its 
astonishing percentages. (“Varese and the Varese area 
are the backbone of the League”), and does not under- 
estimate the growth of the League in Genoa and Venice, 
the towns that cut short the image of the League as a 
runaway express train. He also knows, however, that he 
did not win like before, and he says so. The following day 
for Bossi began with an outburst of sincerity in a 
downtown restaurant. Sunday had finished at dawn in a 
pizza parlor with a couple of furious telephone calls to 
Venice and Genoa. “See, | told you it would finish like 
that.” Then, at the afternoon's press conference, he said: 
“As | told the movement, they are towns with traditional 
historical links with the left, especially Genoa. However, 
other battlegrounds have appeared. I am convinced that 
we can overturn what seems like a victory for the left.” 


Bossi let fly against the PDS [Democratic Party of the 
Left] (“the last party of bribery”) and at the same time 
recited a requiem for the DC [Christian Democratic 
Party]: “It no longer exists, as we have known for many 
years.” He also made it clear that in the future parlia- 
ment, which the League sees split three ways (the Lom- 
bards in the center, the PDS to the left, and the MSI 
{Italian Social Movement] to the right), the League must 
push the left to “opt for federalism.” There is no possi- 
bility of mediating with the MSI: “The North will not 
work with opportunist political forces. Here the battle is 
between statism and antistatism.” 


Listlessly nibbling an ossobuco, Bossi discussed politics 
and made plans for the future. His first point ts that it is 
not true that the center has disappeared. Rather, it has 
been occupied by the PDS and its democratic allies: “We 
are the center,” the senator said, in tune with Mighio, 
who pointed out that: “In the North we have taken over 
from the DC, which is in decline.” However, for the time 
being any agreement with Professor Miglio stops there. 
In fact Miglio, in some statements, insists on the fact that 
“exporting our positions and belief to Southern Italy ts 
not right.” At the table, however, Bossi spoke of the need 
to make a major investment in the South in terms of 
people and money—people to be present in the constit- 
uencies and money to open branch offices: “If we are 
federalist then we must do it. We must find out whether 
the votes that went to the Social Movement were merely 
protest votes or if they really were inspired by love of the 
cosh and the machine gun.” At a press conference he was 
to say: “In my opinion we also need a policy for 
development in the South. This will require a great 
effort, a huge effort.” It is clear that the senator wants to 
go and do battle in the South with Fini himself, a 
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politician whom he detests and whom he holds in low 
esteem. In short, he wants to launch the brotherhood of 
the League in an attack on the South and does not want 
the League to remain in glorious isolation in the Po 
valley region. The subject of the move to the South has 
been something that has split the League internally for 
some time, but Bossi appears to have decided to cut 
short the discussions. 


An attack on the MSI votes in the South but also a 
request for Catholic votes: “They will go to the League, 
the new center, and not to the PDS fundamentalism.” 
Here, Bossi appeals to the Vatican: “Speaking of the 
Catholic vote is rather a sore point. We need to know 
how things are viewed in the Vatican... A share of the 
Catholic voters, the fundamentalists, will turn to the left, 
but the liberal Catholics will vote for us. If the bishops 
behave like South Americans they could stop our candi- 
dates. I hope that the Church will not intervene to falsify 
the results of the election.” Speaking of the election, 
Bossi now feels it to be very close, but disagrees with DC 
floor leader Gerardo Bianco who is calling for the 
immediate dissolution of parliament: “The DC is aiming 
for a legislative term that makes it difficult to govern the 
country, because it wants to win back votes. If Bianco 
says that he wants an election, it is because he is hoping 
for a situation where it is impossible to govern.” 


In the two-hour long news conference, Bossi had some- 
thing for everyone. Once again he referred to Segni as “Mr. 
Stupid”; he describes IL GIORNALE NUOVO coeditor 
Federico Orlando as “someone who increases L’IN- 
DIPENDENTE’s sales”; referring to Sansa, the victor in 
Genoa, Bossi said: “In principle, people should not vote 
for a judge who stands for election. If a man has both 
powers then it is the end. People must not vote for judges 
who play at politics.” For Genoa, Bossi promised it will be 
a painful runoff: “If the left must win, then it will have to 
suffer to the end, with no deals being done.” He even bet 
a pizza with a Genoese journalist that there will be an 
upset in the results on 5 December: “When you double 
your vote you do not lose.” What will the League do in 
Rome? the journalists asked. Whose votes will you win? 
Bossi replied dryly: “In a free vote, in our opinion, Rutelli 
and Fini are equal.’ What do you say to Occhetto when he 
says that the League did not even touch the ball? Bossi 
retorted: “It is true. The left touched the ball, but we have 
star players ready to score. We give as good as we get, and 
the PDS will give way in both Genoa and Venice. The old 
will not survive the runoff.” He also saved some punches 
for [Italian Broadcasting Corporation (RAI) chief] 
Dematte: “He seemed like a good guy. But he handed TG2 
[TV news] over to the communists. And now he comes and 
asks me to increase the RAI license fee. Let him get it from 
Occhetto...”” 


Berlusconi To Enter Political Arena 


BR2411141093 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
24 Nov 93 pp 2-3 


[Report on news conference by Fininvest President 
Silvio Berlusconi by Rinaldo Gianola in Bologna on 23 
November: “Whose Is Italy? Ours...”"] 
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[Text] Bologna—We are here for the people, to help to 
resolve the country’s problems..." The campaign 
launched by Silvio Berlusconi and his party could only 
have begun on television. As Italians sat down to dinner 
they discovered that the political battle has been joined 
by a new protagonist. Italy's leading publisher, no less, 1s 
joining the fray, offering to save the country from what 
he considers the deadly embrace of the left-wing forces. 
His smiling face was broadcast on the Fininvest televi- 
sion news programs from Casalecchio sul Reno, just 
outside Bologna, where the “Great Salesman” came to 
open a shopping mall. And above all to talk politics. His 
declarations were unambiguous. “If I were in Rome I 
would certainly vote for [Italian Social Movement, MSI, 
Secretary} Gianfranco Fini”; “43 percent of Italians 
place their confidence in me.” “If a moderate bloc is not 
restored against the left-wing forces, | could not fail to 
become directly involved.” 


The Knight's Survey 


Here he is, Silvio Berlusconi, leader of the party of good 
government. It 1s no longer necessary to ask him whether 
he wants to form a party, whether he prefers [National 
Rebirth Pact leader] Segni or [League leader] Bossi, 
whether he wants to enter the political arena. Everything 
is clear. The knight [reference to his title of knight of 
work (cavaliere del lavoro)] of Arcore is throwing himself 
into battle, with his entire group behind him—the adver- 
tising salesmen, the television channels, the newspapers. 
Amid fat mortadella sausages and opulent displays of 
merchandise, Berlusconi announced that, yes, this time 
he cannot stand idly by and watch the country fall victim 
to a left-wing alliance. If anyone still thought he was not 
in earnest, then they must now change their minds. He 1s 
planning his campaign, setting out a careful timetable 
and choosing his remarks to make the right impact. He 
granted an interview to LA STAMPA immediately after 
last Sunday's electoral turnabout. Then he hosted the 
show at the supermarket. And then he summoned his 
television crews to inform the nation that he will not fail 
to come forward. 


Now Italy's leading publisher does not hesitate to side 
with Fini, rather than running the risk of seeing a 
candidate of the democratic left become prime minister. 
Until a few weeks ago the Social Movement's secretary 
represented the far right, and now for Berlusconi he has 
become a leader of the “hard-working and thrifty” Italy. 
The tycoon described the bloc of left-wing forces led by 
the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] as an unreliable 
group of die-hard communists with a face-lift. And that 
was that. Amid jokes about Milan soccer club [of which 
he is president], eulogies to free trade, and rhetoric about 
Italian families, which must regain the desire for con- 
sumption, Fininvest’s president explained his plan for 
good government. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Mr. Berlusconi, if you were in 
Rome 8 December, would you vote for Fini or Rutelli? 
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[Berlusconi] | would definitely vote for Gianfranco Fini, 
because he well represents the values of the moderate 
bloc in which I believe. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] What are these values? 


[Berlusconi] The free market, free initiative, freedom of 
enterprise—in other words, everything that goes under 
the name of liberalism. However, at present, as a busi- 
nessmen, | see a threat to these values. The moderate 
forces—those that identify with these principles— 
cannot be mere spectators of government by others, by 
forces and individuals that certainly do not represent 
innovation and that are certainly not able to impart a 
new boost to the country. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] You apparently think that it would 
be a disaster if the progressive and left-wing candidates 
were to emerge victorious from the local elections and 
possibly from the next general election... 


[Berlusconi] No, I do not think it would be a disaster. 
But just for once, | would like to be cynical; and | think 
that such an eventuality could make the Italian people 
realize what would happen to them unless we manage to 
halt the regrouping of the left-wing forces. The moderate 
forces must seek an accord unless they want to abdicate 
their government role. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] What should this country’s moder- 
ates do to avoid ending up in the hands of the left-wing 
forces? 


[Berlusconi] They must combine their respective bodies 
of support, their forces, and stop talking about ideology, 
about right and left, and draw up a specific program that 
will provide specific answers to the specific problems 
facing the country today. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] What if these forces fail to come to 
an agreement, to create a solid center, to stand up to the 
left-wing forces’ front; what would you do? 


[Berlusconi] If love of our country and reason do not 
prevail, then | will have to shoulder my responsibilities as 
a businessman who has worked for 40 years; I could not 
fail to become involved directly, | could not allow the 
country to go in the wrong direction. | would be forced to 
deploy the trust which many people place in me. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] What trust? 


[Berlusconi] An opinion poll carried out by CORRIERE 
DELLA SERA said that 13 percent of Italians have 
confidence in Mr. Berlusconi. But I have other data. 
According to another survey, 43 percent of Italians 
would probably place their trust in Mr. Berlusconi. 
Nobody must think that these numbers are a deterrent, 
but | am convinced that | could not allow the country to 
do the wrong way and not do anything about it. So | 
would have to drain the bitter cup... 
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{LA REPUBBLICA] Who do you see as your compan- 
ions in this venture—{Christian Democratic Party, DC, 
Secretary] Martinazzoli, Segni, who else? 


[Berlusconi] Martinazzoli and Segni, and they are both 
leaders of forces already present in the arena. 


Law Must Be Changed 


{LA REPUBBLICA] What would have to be the starting 
point to create a moderate bloc, to recreate the center? 


[Berlusconi] The electoral law must be changed; it is no 
good as it is. With a first-past-the-post system, unless the 
moderate bloc unites, it risks defeat. The June local 
elections and those on Sunday confirmed my belief that 
it is absolutely essential to change the law... 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Pardon me, sir, but parliament has 
only just approved the electoral reform, and already you 
want to change it? In what way? 


[Berlusconi] There must be two rounds in general elec- 
tions, too, as is already the case in local elections. 
Otherwise we risk seeing an agglomeration such as that 
of the left-wing forces, which controls 40 percent of the 
votes, governing in 100 percent of the country—and that 
is not dernocratic. The 60 percent who have confidence 
in the free market must be able to be represented and to 
aspire to govern. The second round provides voters with 
the opportunity to reflect on their choices and would 
really create the bipolar system that is the necessary 
effect of the first-past-the- post system. Under the 
present system, however, it is as though my Milan team 
were to field only six players in the first half and five in 
the second and to lose to a team from a lower league. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] But a further modification of the 
law would probably further delay the general election 
which should take place in the coming months... 


[Berlusconi] No, according to accurate information in 
my possession, parliament could introduce a modifica- 
tion to allow for a second round very quickly. This, of 
course, if there is the political will to change the law. 
Then we could hold an election as planned, though 
nobody has yet told us when the general election will be. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Mr. Berlusconi, are you not afraid 
of entering the political arena? 


{Berlusconi} Look, I have worked for a great many years, 
and have reached a certain age, even if I do not show it, 
and | have long experience in business. It would be a 
heroic decision to exchange responsibility for a business 
group for responsibility for a political situation. It would 
be a traumatic change, but I cannot allow this to happen 
to the country. 
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PDS To Back Government Over Finance Bill 


BR2411130993 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
24 Nov 93 p § 


[Report by Stefano Marroni: “Occhetto Makes Rapid 
Decision, Lira Climbs Back Up”™]} 


(Text) Rome—Good-bye Red nightmare. Afier years 
when even | percent more for the PCI [Italian Commu- 
nist Party] was enough to shake the stock exchange, for 
the first time the words of a left-wing leader actually 
calmed the stormy waters of the financial markets, 
holding out a helping hand to a struggling lira. The Milan 
Stock Exchange was listening out for news from Botteghe 
Oscure [Democratic Party of the Left (PDS) headquar- 
ters} with bated breath, and breathed a sigh of relief 
when [PDS Secretary] Occhetto made a solemn pro- 
nouncement guaranteeing his commitment to getting the 
Finance Bill approved, noting at the same time the 
calming effect on international investors produced by 
the spectacular tributed paid to the victorious PDS by 


Europe's leading newspapers. 


The “calmers” put out by Occhetto and his men came 
after a dramatic morning. They came after a Secretariat 
meeting at which the debate was continually interrupted 
by news of the DC [Christian Democratic Party] grass- 
roots rebellion against [Premier] Ciampi and news of the 
lira’s slide on the money markets. Unmistakable signs of 
a tense climate, confirmed around 1100 hours by a 
phone call from the prime minister: It was a desperate 
cry from Ciampi pleading for a more direct involvement 
on the PDS’ part to support the “fundamentals” of the 
economic plan. At 1230 hours—and without “dissent,” 
according to Botteghe Oscure sources—the decision was 
made. Barely half an hour later, in the members’ 
common room in the Chamber of Deputies, Fabio 
Mussi, “shocked by the DC's declarations of war,” 
announced the PDS’ determination to prevent the need 
to resort to stopgap budgetary measures. 


Just before 1500 hours, the Botteghe Oscure fax machine 
gave out the text of a brief statement by Occhetto. The 
disturbance on the financial markets, the PDS leader 
said, “cannot find any real justification in Italy's polit- 
ical and electoral affairs.” Especially because “the deli- 
cate transition” to a new political system “ is taking 
place and must take place within a framework of demo- 
cratic and institutional security, and it will “not weaken 
or delay—rather it will give increased force to—the 
process of the state’s financial recovery, in order to 
safeguard savings, keep the cost of money and inflation 
down, and implement new economic and industrial 
policies—including privatization—which will increase 
efficiency and support employment and development.“ 


That is a direct response to the main worries expressed 
by the world of finance; Occhetto followed it with his 
most important commitment: “If there is a worry,” he 
commented, “it is certainly not over any hypothetical 
future finance bill put together by progressive forces, but 
over the danger that the current Finance Bill could be in, 
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due to irresponsible, blackmailing maneuvers fired by 
sectors of the old political power circles whom the 
electorate has judged and severely punished. We, for our 
part,” Occhetto announced, “commit ourselves to guar- 
anteeing that the Finance Bill is approved according to 
the planned schedule. After that, the same need for 
certainty and stability means that we must immediately 
go forward to elections to renew parliament.” 


It was not yet a formal announcement of a “yes” vote on 
the economic plan, but it was certainly a sign that the PDS 
intends to move down that road, and to achieve—“but 
narrowing our selection down to essential things,” Gavino 
Angius warned—the necessary modifications to “further 
improve the Finance Bill.” Indeed for days Bottcghe 
Oscure has been assessing the advantages of offering the 
Palazzo Chigi [government seat] a more solid shoulder 
than abstention to lean on in order to push the economic 
plan through, since it is the last stage before the elections. 
And significantly it was “signals picked up from the 
Palazzo Chigi,” sources close to the secretary informed us, 
“which inspired Occhetto, on Saturday when the voting 
booths were still closed, to take a stance on the need to 
support the lira and safeguard savings.” 


The moment of truth came yesterday, after Occhetto’s 
Monday evening news conference; it was announced in 
an interview with LA STAMPA by [PDS Deputy Secre- 
tary] Massimo D’Alema, in which the number two not 
only asked “not to call us PDS any more, but the 
progressive Alliance (capitalization as published], but 
pointed out to the left wing in government that it must 
follow a line of stringency, guaranteeing Ciampi the 
widest support against “adventurism™: “We must give 
the country a prospect of stability: | do not know what 
would become of Italy if it were governed by Fini’s 
fascists in the South ard Bossi’s secessionists in the 
North. If the country were to be crushed between two 
opposing extremist forces, its international credibility 
would be sorely s/iaken.” 


Senate Approves Armed Forces Reform 


BR2411114993 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
24 Nov 93 pil 


[Report by “G. A.”: “New Defense, Green Light] 


[Text] Rome—The Palazzo Madama [Senate] assembly 
has taken the first step along the road toward the now 
legendary New Defense Model. With an opposing vote 
from the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] and Com- 
munist Renaissance, the senators approved the reform of 
the Armed Forces command structure in a document 
which was issued in August by the Defense Commission 
based on two proposals: one by the government and the 
other by DC [Christian Democratic Party] Senator 
Umberto Cappuzzo. The problem had been under dis- 
cussion for decades, and in 1985 a restructing measure 
similar to the one approved yesterday was submitted by 
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the then Defense Minister Giovanni Spadolini. Resub- 
mitted on several occasions, the Army reform bill got 
bogged down in the workings of parliament. We can now 
hope that the Chamber of Deputies will find time to give 
it the final green light before parliament is dissolved. 


The Senate speaker, who recently made a commitment 
to bring the law before the house, was the first to express 
his satisfaction: “By this vote, Palazzo Madama has 
responded positively to ine military question which 
caused public opinion much concern in recent weeks.” 
Cappuzzo called yesterday's vote “a historic event.” 


In brief, the reform is designed to streamline relations 
between the minister and the military brass. The Defense 
Chief of Staff, hitherto a “first among equals” in relation 
to the secretary general and the Armed Forces chiefs of 
staff, will become the sole person responsible, at tech- 
nical and operational level, for the ordering and utiliza- 
tion of the Armed Forces. The Armed Forces chiefs of 
staff will be subordinate to him and will be responsible 
for preparing and deploying the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force divisions according to orders received from him. 
Coordination among the Armed Forces will be the task 
of a Chiefs of Staff Committee, whose regulations have 
been laid down. As for the role of the Defense secretary 
general and national armaments director, he will become 
the sole person responsible to the minister for judicial 
and administrative issues, and to the Defense chief of 
staff for technical and operational issues as well as issues 
concerning the coordination of activities regarding the 
programming and planning of the Armed Forces. 


The defense minister remarked that the present com- 
mand setup “does not reflect the need for direction 
which modern armed forces have if they are to success- 
fully integrate in multinational contingents and success- 
fully meet commitments on an inter-force basis and 
tackle international crises.” An inter-force solution, 
Fabbri added, “will also enable us to meet the need to set 
the country’s accounts straight, since a duplication of 
duties and lack of coordination prevent optimum use of 
public resources.” 


Enimont Bribes Scandal: Leading Politicians 
Implicated 

LD2411181893 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1227 GMT 24 Nov 93 


[Text] Carlo Sama, the former managing director of 
Montedison [chemical company] and the brother-in-law 
of Raul Gardini [former chairman of Montedison]. 
during the trial of Sergio Cusani [former managing 
director of Enimont—the joint venture set up by Monte- 
dison and state-controlled energy company, ENI] has 
told judges the names of the politicians who allegedly 
took bribes in the Enimont affair, and of the illegal 
contributions that were made to political parties. 


For the Enimont affair, according to Sama, money for 
the Italian Socialist Party was allegedly paid to Bettino 
Craxi [former prime minister] and to Claudio Martelli 
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[former justice minister], and for the Christian Demo- 
crats, money was allegedly paid to Arnoldo Forlani 
[former prime minister] and to Franco Citaristi. During 
the general election in 1992 money was allegedly also 
paid to party secretaries, Carlo Vizzini of the Italian 
Social Democratic Party, to Bruno Altissimi from the 
Italian Liberal Party, and Giorgio La Malfa of the Italian 
Republican Party. 


The former managing director of Montedison also 
explained that Sergio Cusani, in his role as a Ferruzzi 
consultant, was responsible for managing the vast Eni- 
mont bribe. 


Bossi Denies League Took Bribes 


LD2411233393 Rome RAl Uno Television Network in 
Italian 1900 GMT 24 Nov 93 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] [Begin recording] Umberto 
Bossi, Northern League leader] | never met with [Raul] 
Gardini [an Enimont partner, who subsequently com- 
mitted suicide] and | have the proof. A journalist asked 
me if I wanted to meet with him a little before he 
{Gardini] died. 


[Unidentified correspondent] What reply do you have to 
the statements of Carlo Sama [witness in corruption 
trial]? 


[Bossi] | do not even know what kind of statements he 
has made. What does he say” 


[Correspondent] He says the [Northern] Leaguce.... 


(Bossi, interrupting} He says it cannot be excluded that 
the League received money. What does this mean? I 
cannot exclude that you are an airplane. It does not mean 
anything. Does he mean yes or no” If he says yes it 1s one 
thing, and if he says no then it’s another. This is my reply 
to his lawyer, who seems to me to be the lawyer working 
for the Socialist Party, a communist who is working for 
the Party of the Democratic Left. This is the second act 
of aggression. The first act took place in Varese [where a 
League deputy is accused of taking bribes], and now they 
are trying once again to involve the League in something 
which it is not part of. 


The League does not have anything to do with accepting 
bribes. In fact the bribery, if anything. saw the Party of 
the Democratic Left become the main cause of this 
country’s ruin. The party accepted bribes which forced 
up the cost of public works three-, four-, five-. and even 
six-fold. [end recording} 


Analysis of Attacks Against Scalfaro 


94E-S0131A Milan PANORAMA in Italian 21 Now 93 
pp 21-22 


{Article by Stefano Brusadelli and Massimo Franco: “A 
President on the Ropes”] 
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[Text] He ts a hostage to the Lega and the PDS [Demo- 
cratic Party of the Left}. That is what many DC [Christian 
Democratic Party] members of Parliament are saying. 
They are pawing the ground. And even the Holy See... 


“Now it is clear to me. After the early elections they will 
bump off the head of state...” Gerardo Bianco did not 
sound at all happy as he was saying this. It was a 
dramatic and dreaded scenario to which the chairman of 
the DC deputies was referring on Tuesday, 9 November. 
He had just finished making a formal statement of 
support—over the radio—for Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. Deep 
down inside, however, Bianco knows that the president 
of the Republic is fighting a duel to the death. He knows 
that immediately zfter the elections someone will stand 
up and demand Scalfaro’s resignation. 


Perhaps even Scalfaro—the predestined victim—is 
aware of this. He must have sensed it in the affectionate 
but somewhat anxious attitude that his friends from 
Novara displayed toward him when they were received 
at the Quirinal Palace [office of the president of the 
Republic] on the previous day, Monday, 8 November. 
The delegation numbered approximately 70 persons, 
including Scalfaro’s sister Concettina (whom the presi- 
dent calls Nini) and his nephew Paolo Cattaneo. They 
had arrived in Rome ona chartered train, excited to find 
themselves in the presence of their Oscar, who did not 
want them to address him in the formal manner. “It is 
with great pleasure that a group of your neighbors in the 
diocese has come here to reaffirm their affectionate 
esteem for you.....” Carlo Barbaglia, president of the 
Union of Christian Business Executives, read from a 
prepared text. “We have a great need for courage and 
faith. my dear President, and for 50 years you have 
exemplified those qualities...” 


It was a monument of words, inscribed in capital letters. 
Behind this verbal orgy, however—behind this expression 
of the admiration of the people of Novara for their most 
famous son—there was an unstated anguish over the war 
that 1s being waged with dossiers and rendered all the more 
acute by the danger that loyalties are slowly, day-by-day, 
becoming less firm, less convinced, and less sincere, 
notably within the DC—~Scalfaro’s party—which until 
recently had flaunted him proudly as their last remaining 
unsullied banner. Ever since 8 November, the DC senators 
have been meeting almost uninterruptedly. 


And to the embarrassment of the chairman of the group, 
Gabriele De Rosa, and party secretary Mino Martinaz- 
zoli, expressions of anger directed against the Quirinal 
Palace were leaking out from behind closed doors in 
Palazzo Madama [the Senate building]. The reason: the 
presidential message of last 3 November in which the 
head of state had in effect decreed that the elections 
would be held in the spring. That initiative was Scal- 
faro’s self-defense against the massacre strategy directed 
against him, but it would also-——paradoxically—pose the 
threat of a massacre for the DC members of Parliament 
who are themselves destined to be mowed down by the 
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voters. The immense anger of the DC 1s apparent even in 
the mild comment made by Emilio Colombo. Scalfaro’s 
friend and adviser. “After that message,” he said, “many 
of my DC friends called me on the telephone. They were 
complaining. They said the head of state should not do 
this. I had difficulty making them understand that Scal- 
faro did not have many alternatives. The government 
would have collapsed...” 


A president who is hostage to the PDS and the Lega. the 
undisputed beneficiaries of early elections: that is the 
way many DC deputies and senators are now angrily 
depicting Scalfaro. Even on that front, however, the 
Quirinal Palace feels anything but secure. As for the Lega 
people, enough said. “These scoundrels were asking for 
the president's resignation the day before the first SISDE 
[Intelligence and Democratic Security Service] dossier 
was published.” fumed Rosy Bindi, DC secretary in 
Venetia, following a conversation with Scalfaro. “They 
are quiet now only because the president has announced 
that the elections will be held carly.” 


Achille Occhetto has done the opposite of the Lega 
people. The perception is that after having initially stood 
up in defense of Scalfaro, he is becoming less and less 
pro-Quirinale. He too, hike Umberto Bossi, stands with 
Scalfaro in defense of the president's promise to hold the 
elections in the spring. But the disturbing leaks that 
continue to fall drop by drop on Scalfaro’s public image 
have somewhat cooled down his solidarity. Occhetto 
must now deal with a confused party rank and file and is 
not readily available to help Scalfaro cover for the 
misdeeds committed by the DC management of the 
Interior Ministry. At the Quirinal Palace. the newspaper 
that is beginning to be read with the most apprehension 
is L'UNITA, organ of the PDS. Telephone calls are being 
made from the office of the president of the Republic to 
L’'UNITA’s editor in an effort to understand the 
meaning of articles that are interpreted as an attack on 
Scaifaro, beginning with an explicitly polemic editorial 
by Alberto Asor Rosa that was tclevised on 3 November. 


Malicious Satisfaction 


Now, however, disaffection is coming from the most 
unexpected quarters. With an air of innocence, 
Ombretta Fumagalli Carulli—of the Andreotti wing of 
the DC—reinforced a dark suspicion. “I must reread 
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi's speech to the Chamber of Dep- 
uties,” she said. “Il am not sure the prime minister 
expressed all that much loyalty toward Scalfaro....” With 
malicious satisfaction, the Lega people circulated among 
themselves a short article taken from the OSSERVA- 
TORE ROMANO of 10 November in which the Holy 
See's newspaper seemed to be calling even Scalfaro into 
question for the appointment of deviant 007's when he 
was interior minister in the Craxi administration: the 
same accusation that had been made—and then clumsily 
denied—by the Socialist Fabio Fabbri, who currently 
holds the post of defense minister. 
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These are razor slashes that Enrico Manca, an expert on 
conspiracies, says are lethal for the president of the 
Republic, primarily because he has always wanted to 
appear as a gentleman. “Scalfaro,” the Socialist analyst 
adds with a trace of malice, “has made integrity the 
hallmark of his seven-year term.” Now, however, what 
happened to Giorgio La Malfa may well happen to him. 
Remember? The PRI [Italian Republican Party] secre- 
tary so often used the phrase “a party of people with 
integrity.” All it took was one notice of investigation of 
the alleged commission of a venial sin to cause his 
downfall, because such a blow is infinitely more severe 
for someone whose platform is based exclusively on a 
moralistic doctrine. “Go ahead and slander; something 
will stick. It is an old technique that unfortunately 
always leaves scars..." worries Maria Eletta Martini, the 
DC leader who best understands the moods of the 
Catholic world. 


The real tragedy of Scalfaro is precisely this mixture of 
loyalty and resentment. For the time being, no one wants 
to drive him out of office: on the contrary, many want 
him in the Quirinale but weakened by slanderous 
rumors. Every day the impression grows that a crippled 
head of state is useful to many of the players in the 
contest for power. 


The Lega may continue to blackmail him, by threatening 
to stage parliamentary walkouts and set up provisional 
governments if elections are not held by spring. Bossi 
knows that Scalfaro is terrified at the thought of seeing 
the “Fatherland”—a word dear to his heart—broken up 
precisely during his presidency. Even Occhetto has 
staked everything on the elections, for a weak Scalfaro 
also means a weak DC. It might even mean the appoint- 
ment of a PDS representative as chief executive of the 
next legislature. At Botteghe Oscure [PDS headquarters] 
they are already quictly making plans to restrain—at 
least until the formation of a new government—the 
anti-Scalfaro offensive that is expected to take place 
following the early elections. 


And the very inclusive party of the despairing—of the 
doomed deputies and senators—is pinning its hopes on 
the misfortunes of Scalfaro. Elected a year and a half ago, 
it 1s already having to contend with the nightmarish 
prospect of losing not only its seats but also its parlia- 
mentary immunity—its only insurance policy against 
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going to prison. The party of the despairing docs not 
want elections. It hopes for a Scalfaro resignation— 
which would postpone the elections—but would also be 
content with a Scalfaro who is crippled and therefore 
unable to dissolve a Parliament that does not want to be 
dissolved, at least until the mythical “whitewash” of the 
kickback crimes. The party of the despairing is an 
evasive and vindictive coalition, always ready to remind 
the Quirinal Palace—in an effort to deter it—that to 
dissolve the two chambers of Parliament merely for 
“moral delegitimation™ would also entail the resignation 
of the head of state who had himself been elected by the 
same two chambers. 


Danger of Speculation 


And then there is the foreign legion of speculative 
finance that is pressing against our borders—powerful 
forces that hope to capitalize on instability and buy our 
industries at bargain prices, they have every reason to 
want a “Yugoslav” Italy. Basically, the rumors con- 
cerning the resignation of Scalfaro—which in carly 
November had repercussions in the London financial 
markets—are merely a sample of what could happen. 
“Even the magistrates should pay attention.” Emilio 
Colombo warns, “for otherwise. the impact on the 
exchange rate of our currency could be disastrous.” 


“There is not just one disruptive strategy in our coun- 
try.” says a bitter Marco Pannella, who in the spring of 
1992 was the principal sponsor of Scalfaro for president. 
“There are so many blind, petty strategies that cannot 
tolerate strong figures. And Scalfaro was—and i1s—such 
a figure.” 


And he wants to continue to be one. As soon as Carlo 
Barbaglia returned to Novara with Scalfaro’s neighbors 
from the diocese, he was ready to make a prediction. “If 
they don’t murder him,” Barbaglia declared. “our president 
will succeed in changing Italy.” Then he reflected on the 
mecting at the Quirinal Palace and the disturbing reports 
that are again appearing in the newspapers and on TV. And 
he remembered the day Scalfaro was clected president of the 
Republic. “I did not have the courage to wish him good 
luck,” Barbaglia said. “I said to myself: who knows what 
sacrifices he will have to make? Then on Sunday 7 
November, while | was in St. Peter's Square waiting for the 
Pope's blessing, those fears came back to me.” 





“4 SPAIN 


Antoni Asuncion Named Interior Minister 


LD2411175693 Madrid RNE International in Spanish 
1400 GMT 24 Now 93 


[Excerpt] Antoni Asuncion, the secretary of state for penal 
affairs, has been appointed as the new Spanish minister of 
the interior, according to an official note from the Ministry 
for the Prime Minister's Office. His appointment will be 
published tomorrow, 25 November. in the Official State 
Gazette and tomorrow, too, he will take his oath of office 
in the presence of the king, the prime minister, and the 
minister of justice. [passage omitted] 


CiU's Duran Lieida Rules Out Coalition With PSOE 


PM2311121293 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish !7 Nov 93 p 14 


{Unattributed report: “Duran Lieida Sees No Conditions 
for Coalition With PSOE”} 


[Text] Madrid—Democratic Union of Catalonia Execu- 
tive Committee Chairman Josep Antoni Duran Licida 
stated yesterday in Madrid—during a meeting with the 
European Journalists’ Association—-that distrust of the 
PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] because of its 
broken promises in the past and uncertainty about the 
outcome of the next Socialist congress prevent CiU 
[Convergence and Union] from joining a coalition gov- 
ernment. He also described as “incidental” the fact that 
the Basque Nationalist Party has taken up some of 
Union's amendments to the overall state budgets, and 
reaffirmed “complete agreement™ with its coalition 
partner, Convergence, in support for the government 
over the budgets. 


According to Duran Licida, “the necessary conditions 
for joining a coalition government with the PSOE do not 
exist” nght now, and so the nationalist coalition believes 
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that the parliamentary support which ut gives the gov- 
ernment 1s sufficient. he denied that this support repre- 
sents “a stable marrage.” Duran Lleida asserted that the 
coalition has taken a very sound decision in the sense 
that “with the support given for the state's governability, 
it 1s sufficient.” 


According to the Europa Press agency, he cited among 
CiU'’s grounds for distrust of joming a coalition govern- 
ment the Socialists’ large number of broken promises 
during the period when they had an absolute majority, as 
well as the unceriaintics created by the next PSOE 
congress, stating that “there are enough obscurities for it 
not to be known what will happen.” 


Duran Licida said in this connection that there ts still 
“eoncern™ cn Union's part about the PSOE’s very blue- 
print. “There 1s a PSOE congress imminent, and also 
different blueprints Such different statements by mem- 
bers of the government uself lead me to reiterate that 
there still 1s not complete certainty about what the PSOE 
blueprint actually 1s.” 


In a Few Years 


He later emphasized thai he has no “phobia” about a 
coalition government with the Socialists, stating that if 
stability cannot be guaranteed within two or three years 
through mere parliamentary support, and if the PSOE 
acquires a more responsible ethos and keeps its prom- 
ses, he wouk! raise no objection to that formula. 


Afier asserting that ut 1s “unfair” to say that Cil) 1s 
collecting its dues for its support for the PSOE over the 
budgets. Duran Licida criticized the People’s Party. 
recalling its search-and-destroy strategy over the transfer 
of 15 percent of personal income tax [to the autonomous 
communities}. He referred to the possibility that some 
kind of cooperation with the People’s Party to form a 
government might be proposed in the future, and said 
that People’s Party leaders have made “regrettable” 
Statements over the past few weeks, in which, in his 
opinion, party interests have taken priority over the 
State's general interests, according to the EFE agency. 





‘Arafat: Nation Must Continue Role in Peace 
Process 


AU2511205093 Paris AFP in English 2038 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Text] Oslo, Nov 25 (AFP)}—Norway must continue to 
play a role in the Mideast peace process, PLO chairman 
Yasser ‘Arafat said Thursday [25 November] evening at 
a dinner hosted in his honour by Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland. 


Arafat thanked Norway for its contribution to the Mid- 
east peace talks and underlined the importance of the 
confidence entrusted in the Norwegian negotiators by 
both the Palestine Libera‘ion Organisation and Israel. 


“I believe he sees it as a matter of course that Norway 
will continue to play an active role,” Brundtland said in 
an interview with Norwegian news agency NTB. 


In her speech at Oslo’s Akershus Slot! castle, the Norwe- 
gian premier described the Palestinian leader as a living 
legend. “You have proved yourself to be a man capable 
of meeting many challenges, and an enormous 

bilty has been laid upon your shoulders,” she said. 


“We are grateful, and we won't attempt to hide the fact 
that we are also very proud, that both parties showed us 
confidence so that we could play an orchestrating role in 
the negotiations,” she added. 


‘Arafat chose to begin his four-day Nordic tour in 
Norway, the country that hosted 14 rounds of secret 
peace talks between the PLO and Israel this year. 


Those talks, orchestrated by Norwegian Foreign Min- 
ister Johan Joergen Holst, culminated in the signing of 
the historic peace accord in Washington in September. 


Arafat arrived in Oslo early Thursday evening under 
tight security, the aim of his visit being to discuss details 
of the Isracli-PLO peace plan with Brundtland and 
Holst. During his day-and-a-half visit to Oslo, the 64- 
year-old Palestinian leader 1s also scheduled to meet with 
King Harald V and top political leaders. 
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Arafat is accompanied on the trip by PLO information 
chief Yasser Abed Kabo Hanan Ashrawi 
and Siri Nuseibe, the director of the Palestinian eco- 
nomic council. 


On Friday ‘Arafat is scheduled to meet Holst for talks 


focusing on the implementation of a financial aid plan to 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank. [passage omitted] 


Until now, there has been no detailed proposal on Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza and Jericho, ‘Arafat said upon his 
arrival here. ‘Arafat will leave Norway at midday Friday 
to continue on his tour to Sweden. 


Sweden 


Bildt, Lithuanian President Discuss Security 


LD2611002393 Vilnius Radio Vilnius in English 2000 
GMT 25 Nov 93 


ext] Lithuanian President Algirdas Brazauskas has 
to Stockholm for a working visit. Today, Mr. 
Brazauskas met with the Swedish Prime Minister, Mr. 
Cari Bildt. During the meeting Mr. Brazauskas stressed 
that Lithuania was orienting itself towards the Western 
security system. Lithuania appreciated Mr. Bildt's state- 
ment to the effect that Sweden, in spite of being a neutral 
country, would not remain indifferent if any attempts 
were made to provoke military unrest in the Baltic states. 


Mr. Brazauskas also said that the term near abroad, used 
by Moscow with respect to the Baltic states, was unac- 
ceptable to Lithwania since Lithuania was an indepen- 
dent country and hence a foreign country. There could 
be no near or far away abi vad. stressed the Lithuanian 
president. Mr. Bildt indicated that Sweden's indifference 
towards the Baltic states has come to an end. He pointed 
out that Sweden was very much concerned about safe 
production and usage of nuclear energy, therefore coop- 
eration in the fields of nuclear and safe neighbor 
— is on top of Lithuanian-Swedish negotiations 


According to Mr. Brazauskas, Sweden's assistance for 
the improvement of the Ignalina nuclear plant's safe 
functioning amounted to the support provided to 
Lithuania all other countries taken together. Mr. 
Brazauskas also voiced his concern over the milttariza- 
tion of the Kaliningrad region. According to [words 
indistinct] Russia does not have the right to military 
transit through Lithuania if this is not regulated by 
bilateral agreements. 





% CYPRUS 


Kliridhis Addresses EU-Cyprus Committee 
Session 


NC2511212693 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
a Radio Network in Greek 1700 GMT 
Nov 


ere eee enn tine ont ae 


without Europe it is difficult for Cyprus to survive. Mr. 
Galanos said that it imperative that the EU be inten- 
sively active in promoting a just, functional, and viable 
Cyprus solution and at the same expedite the process and 
necessary negotiations for Cyprus’ full accession to the 
EU by disassociating this action from the solution of the 
Cyprus problem. The House president further noted that 
in this effort Britain can play a particularly important 
role in its Capacity as a guarantor power which has 
military bases in Cyprus. 


President Kliridhis Interviewed on Events 


NC2511123693 Nicosia CyBC Television Network in 
Greek 2000 GMT 24 Nov 93 


[Interview with President Glavkos Kliridhis by Spiros 
Kettiros in Kliridhis’ office at the presidential palace on 
the premiere of the “Open Dialogue” [En Levko] pro- 
gram, date not given—recorded] 


Excerpts] [Ketiiros] This program cannot say that it has 
ulfilled its goal unless it serves the truth, even if the 
truth is bitter and harsh. In any case, the issues must be 
crystal clear. With this description, we arrived at the 
presidential palace for a frank and honest talk with 
President Kliridhis. 

Mr. President, it is already late in the evening. | want to 
ask you: What kind of mood are you in when you wake 
up in the morning? 


{Kliridhis} | wake up in a good mood each morning. | 
sleep deeply, and I enjoy it. Therefore, | am in a good 
mood when | wake up in the morning. 


FBIS-WEL-93-226 
26 November 1993 


[Kettiros] What time do you usually get up in the 
morning’ 


[Klindhis} At 0530. 


[Kettiros}] Do you usually think about the work that is 
waiting for you and how you will process it? Or do you 
think: How can we manage? 


[Kliridhis] l usually do this kind of thinking at night, 
before | go to bed. So when I wake up in the morning, I 
know that | will begin with subject A, then go to subject 
B, then C, etc. | know that the first thing I will do is make 
myself some coffee. There is no domiestic help in the 
house at that hour. 


[Kettiros}] Do you make you coffee yourself? 


{Kliridhis}] Of course I do. | do not expect my wife to 
make my coffee. 


[Kettiros] Mr. President, what counts when you choose 
your associates? Is it their devotion or their personal and 
professional achievements? Or do you look at recom- 
mendations” 


{Kliridhis} The first thing | examine is whether they 
think logically. | place particular importance on 
someone who thinks objectively and logically. Of course 
the person's character matters as well. 


[Kettiros] Nine months have passed since you came to 
power—about one-sixth of your term. Can you single out 
the performance any of your associates during this 


[Kliridhis} I think it is the duty of eve.y president to 
observe his associates, his ministers and see if they have 
any weaknesses, in order to supplement them. | have to 
admit that | am very satisfied with my cabinet of 
ministers. They are all devoted to their work. They work 
long days, and they are very productive. 


{Kettiros] Do you refuse to single out anyone by name? 


[Kliridhis] | do not think that | can single out anyone in 
particular, because their fields are so different that you 
cannot compare them. Each has his own field, and cach 
one is productive in that field. 


{Kettiros] Are you satisfied with reports you get from the 
Central Intelligence Service? 


[Kliridhis] | have always been a skeptic on intelligence 
issues. As you know, | served in World War Il. There 
were periods in my life when I had to evaluate intelli- 
gence information that came from various departments. 
1 am always cautious for two reasons: first, because this 
information comes from various directions and some- 
times you are not in a position to know the source and 
see how much you can trust that source: and second, it is 
a matter of judgment and evaluation of the information. 


[passage omitted] 
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Returos] Mr. President, where would you place yourself 
on the political spectrum, on the night or the center? Or 
are you 4 man who takes ideas from various ideologies” 


[Kiindhis] It depends on the terms you are using to 
define the word right. 


Returos] With the terms used in Cyprus. 


[Kiiridhis} With the terms prevailing in Cyprus, I would 
say that I am not on the left, | am not in the socialist 
field, and | am in the field beyond the socialists and 
communists. 


[Kettiros] What bothers you about socialism? 


[Kiiridhis] There is nothing that bothers me about 
socialism, and | could easily have been a socialist if I 
believed that this system could work. But I have always 
believed that the socialist system does not work. 


[Kettiros] Would a socialist system similar to that of 
Sweden bother you? 

[Kliridhis] The Swedish form of socialism would not 
bother me because it is socialist in appearance only. The 
free market and competition exist. [passage omitted] 


[Kettiros] Mr. President, in certain past elections, which 
I will not specify, a very good friend of yours, who I will 
not name, met with a Western diplomat and made the 
following complaint: Why don’t you support Kliridhis, 
the candidate of the right? The foreign diplomat replied: 
We know the other candidate's political capabilities; 
Klindhis its an unknown. What do you think of that, is it 
slander? What does it mean to you? 


[Kliridhis} 1 consider it to be praise. If | was an open 
book to be used by foreign diplomats, | would commit 
suicide-—or abandon politics. For me, it is extremely 
important to have your own policy and be able to present 
it, but you should also be someone that the various 
representatives of foreign countries cannot take for 
granted, because then you do not achieve anything. 


{Kettiros} They will only know that you can be used. 


{Kliridhis} That is very true. And do not forget that all 
politicians, especially those who may become president, 
are being studied very carefully. They have a file on them, 
and they study them in detail. Everything you do, even 
how you relax, is included in these files. [passage omitted] 


{Kettiros] Mr. President, you just mentioned that you 
have the same views as [Greek Prime Minister Andreas] 
Papandreou. 


[Kliridhis] Mr. Papandreou and | have identical views 
on the exact same points that [former Greek Prime 
Minister Konstandinos] Mitsotakis and | disagreed on 
regarding the need to include Cyprus in Greece's unified 
defense area. Mitsota).is did not object to that, but he 
wanted these plans ’4 be pul on paper and not imple- 
mented until there was a threat. [passage omitted on 
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Mitsotakis’ philosophy} Today, the Greek Government's 
position is that Cyprus should be included in the Greek 
defense area from now on. and | agree with that. [passage 
omitted] 

[Kettiros] The British policy on Cyprus issue seems to 
remain the same. Just the other day, British Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd said during the debate on the 
Queen's Speech to the House of Commons that the [UN 
Secretary General Butrus] Butrus-Ghali set of ideas 
remains the basis for the final and complete resolution of 
the Cyprus issue. 


[Kliridais] One can say that the Butrus-Ghali set of ideas 
were not Butrus-Ghali’s ideas. Butrus-Ghali himself says 
that the ideas were not his, but were ideas that...afier 
deliberations between [former U.S. State Department 
Special Coordinator on Cyprus Nelson] Ledski and the 
British foreign office representative and the Greek Cyp- 
riot and Turkish Cypriot sides, they prepared a docu- 
ment that, of course, was a lot longer than the Butrus- 
Ghali set of ideas, and it seems that they decided it 
would be better to present these ideas in stages. As a 
result, they only presented the basic aspects of the 
Butrus-Ghali set of ideas. 


[Kettiros] Mr. President, what is the life span of chis set 
of ideas” 


[Kliridhis] Something that is on the negotiating table 
remains there until it 1s discussed and until it 1s accepted 
or rejected. 

[Kettiros] Have these ideas gathered enough dust on the 
negotiating table”? 


{Kliridhis] l believe that when you examine the positions 
of the Security Council permaneni members you will 
find that the permanent members still consider the 
Butrus-Ghali set of ideas to offer a basis for the discus- 
sion of th? Cyprus issue. They accept that the set of ideas 
has things that might not work unless they are amended. 
but they still believe that this set of ideas should be 
discussed and can be the basis for a solution to the 
Cyprus issue. [passage omitted on the principles of 
policy-making] 

[Kettiros} Mr. President, all foreign diplomats believe 
that there will be some sort of developments on the 
Cyprus issue after the elections in the occupied areas. 
Mr. Hurd said in the House of Commons that Turkey 
had accepied the confidence-building measures but that 
the Turkish Cypriot leadership, that 1s, [Turkish Cypriot 
Leader Rauf] Denktas, does not accept them. Denktas 
appears more conciliatory. There is also Dervis Eroglu, 
who does not accept the confidence-building measures at 
all. Finally, what is the truth? Is there a difference in 
policy between Turkey and Denktas? Is it possible that 
something like this 1s happening? 


[Kliridhis] I believe that one of the mistakes made by the 
British—and I do not think they are so inexperienced 
that this is an innocent mistake—was to believe that 
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had accepted the discussion of these measures. It appears 
that at a certz’ point, Turkey intervened and told him 
to withdraw from this process and that insicad of dis- 
cussing the opening of Nicosia airport in cxchange for 
Famagusta, he should discuss the recognition of the 
Tymbou [Ercan] airport, and Famagusta and Kyrenia 
ports. But because Denktas had committed himself and 
it was difficult to disengage from these positions, they 
came up with the idea that his government—that 1s, 
Eroglu—has not authorized him to negotiate the Butrus- 
Ghali documents. I was ready to negotiate. We went 
there to reach an agreement, and when we got there the 
whole scene was suddenly overturned when he said he 
could not negotiate and that he had to go back and get 
instructions. Where did he go to get these instructions? 
He went to Turkey. [passage omitted] Believe me. there 
are ways to handle the Cyprus issue that would help 
change Turkey's intransigent policy. [passage omitted] 
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“Arafat Arrives on Official Visit to Athens 


NC2411142593 Athens Elliniki 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 24 Now 93 


[Text] PLO leader Yasir ‘Arafat came to Athens this 
morning on a one-day official visit. The PLO leader was 
received in Athens with the honors reserved for heads of 
State. His airplane landed at oo cn ores 
Ellinikon Airport, which was under extremely strict 
security measures. Immediately after he arrived, ‘Arafat, 
accompanied by Deputy Foreign Minister Yeoryios 
Papandreou, met Archbishop Serafim. The PLO leader 
later met with President Konstandinos Karamanlis and 
held talks with Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou at 
Maximos Palace. 

It should be noted that after the prime minister met with 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shim’on Peres, who has been in 
Athens since yesterday, he said that Greece's presidency 
of the European Union will contribute to the Middle 
East peace process. 

During his stay in Athens, ‘Arafat will meci Greek 
businessmen because he intends to assign $2 billion in 
infrastructure projects [in the new Palestinian state] to 
Greek companies. The package of investments for the 
soon-to-be-established Palestinian state includes two 
ports in Gaza Strip, an airport in the Jericho area, the 
installation of a telecommunications network, and the 
construction of a transportation network and public 
buildings. 

In other news, the Israeli foreign minister met carly this 
afternoon with Miltiadhis Evert, official opposition 
leader and the leader of New Democracy. They discussed 
recent developments in the Middie East issue and the 
achievement of the historic peace accord. While leaving 
New Democracy's central offices, the Isracli foreign 
minister was asked by correspondents whether he had 
contacted or plans to contact PLO leader ‘Arafat. Peres 
said no. It is known that the Greek Government would 
like the leading players in the Middle East peace process 
to meet while they are in Athens. The Isracli foreign 
minister also met this morning with Political Spring 
leader Andonios Samaras. 


Comments on Papandreow Meeting 


NC2411171093 Athens ET-i Television Network in 
Greek 1600 GMT 24 Nov 93 


[Text] Yasir ‘Arafat and Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou discussed progress in the peace process and the 
difficulties of implementing the agreement. Prime Min- 
ister Papandreow stressed: When we met before, the 
possibilities for peace were zero. Now, the peace process 
offers hope and vision and the difficulties of its imple- 
mentation should be overcome. 


Yasir “Arafat said: | have listened to the recommenda- 
tions and advice of both the Greek presideni and prime 
minister. He also recalled the historic ties linking Greece 
with Palestine and expressed his gratitude for the Greek 
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Government's support and principled positions. The 
Palestinian leader relies heavily on the European Union 
[EU] for promoting the peace process 


[Begin recording} [Arafat in Arabic with passage by 
passage translation into Greek] We may be very pleased 
with fnendly Greece, toward which we cherish every 
feeling of friendship and appreciation, and with Greece 
as the EU president in a few weeks. Undoubtedly. we 
rely heavily on this role to lay solid bases and founda- 
tions for peace. 


[Papandreou]} | simply confirm the answer given by 
Yasir ‘Arafat. [end recording} 


‘Arafat reiterated that the withdrawal of Isracli troops 
from the Gaza and Jericho areas is not proceeding as 
provided by the agreement and thai he could have a 
telephone conversation with Shim'on Peres during the 
visit to Athens. As he put 11, he is in constant touch with 
the Israeli Government to promote the agreement. 


“Arafat carlier visited the Presidential Palace for over 30 
minutes. President Konsiandinos Karamaniis told ‘Ara- 
fat: | admire your persistence and courage. He also said 
he wished that the Palestinian-Israch agreement would 
form 2 positive precedent in addressing other similar 
conflicts. 


Departs for Norway 
NC2511081893 Paris AFP in English 0314 GMT 
25 Now 93 


{Text} Athens, Nov 25 (AFP)}—Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader Yasir ‘Arafat left Athens 
shortly before midnight Wednesday [24 November] at 
the end of a one-day official visit to Greece, the airoor 
authorities here said. 


“Arafat met Greek premier Andreas Papandreou and 
President Konstandinos Karamaniis. as well as Greek 
foreign minister Karolos Papoulias. 


He did not meet Isracli Foreign Minister Shim'on Peres. 
who was also in town Tuesday and Wednesday. although 
he did speak to hum on the tciephonce. 


“Arafat was expected in Oslo on Thursday for a 48-hour 
visit to Norway 


Peres Interviewed on Palestinian, Iranian Affairs 


NC 2411182193 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greck 1600 GMT 24 Now 93 


[“Excerpts” of “exclusive” interview with Israch Foreign 
Minister Shim’on Peres by an umdentified correspon- 
dent in Athens; date not given—recorded, in English 
with Greek subtitles] 


{Text} [Peres] Athens is returning to a new position in 
the Middie East. no longer are there mrsunderstandings 
with Israci or the Palestinians. Athens 1s clearly for peace 
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relations in the cultural sense, in the scientific , 
ic one. I do believe 
that we are now beginning this sort of a new chapter in 


[Correspondent] Can you describe the area where, in 
your opinion, the Palestinians can live or even in the 


governed by them. But then I believe the real solution for 
the future must be in a framework that will comprise the 
Jordanians and the Palestinians since most of the Jorda- 
nians are of a Palestinian origin and since practically the 
Palestinians on the West Bank have Jordanian passports. 
So, there is no sense to have two states and fight among 
the two of them but to have one federation or confeder- 
ation where the two can live, as they should, together. As 
] envisage it we have to have an economic roof that will 
include three parties—the Jordanians, the Palestinians. 
and the Israclis—and a political floor which will be 
divided into two, the Israch part and the Jordanian and 


[Correspondent] So, it means to.... [as heard] Do you 
sincerely believe that Israclis and Palestinians can live 
peacefully the one next to the other’ 


[Peres] What is the alternative, to fight cach other for the 
rest of our lives? 


[Correspondent] Which country in the Middle East do 
you consider as a potential threat to the state of Israc!” 
What is your opinion about Iran, which has already been 


but there were times when all of us had good relations 
with the Iranians. So, our enemy is not the Iranian 


people but the Iranian policy. 
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[Correspondent] What 1s your dream for the Middic 
East? Can it ever find the road to peace’? We know that 
you are a man of peace. of dreams of peace. or the drama 
will go on forever anc the bloodshed” 


[Peres] The drama will not go on forever. If 11 1s to go on 
forever it will no longer be a drama but a Greek tragedy. 
It will end itself. Nobody 1s going to finance the mistakes 
and the follies of the different countnes. 


Greek Minister Slams ‘Bestial’ Germany, Turkey 


NC2611075293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greck 0530 GMT 
26 Now 93 


[Text] Greece will seck strong intervention by the European 
Union for a Cyprus solution. Alternate Greek Forcign 
Minister Theodhoros Pangalos said Greece 1s secking the 
appointment of a European Umon observer to the negotia- 
tions under the auspices of the Uanted Nations. He also said 
the Greek Presidency of the European Union will enthusi- 
astically promote the Union's expansion toward the south 
with the accession of Cyprus and Malta. Referring to 
relations between the European Union and Turkey, Pan- 
galos stressed that the Union 1s exposed and ridiculed as 
long as Turkey docs not respect documents bearing its 
signature and maintains a military occupation of Cypriot 
territory, buil‘ing wails to exclude the free communication 
the island's two peoples. Pangalos will arrive today in 
Cyprus to participate in the fourth meeting of the European 
Union-Cyprus Joint Parliamentary Commitice, which 


began yesterday. 


[A related item later in the same newscast adds the 
following: “Greece has strongly reacted to action by its 
counterparts in the European Union. who are moving 
toward establishing diplomatic relatrons with Skopje 
before Greece assumes the Union Presidency. Greek 
Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias will today mect the 
11 ambassadors of EC countries and ask them to explain 
their countries’ positions on the issue. Germany 1s spear- 
heading the whole effort to establish diplomatic relations 
with Skopye. Greek Alternate Foreign Minister Pangalos 
has launched a strong attack against Germany for its role 
in the European political affairs. Last night. discussing 
Greek goals for its Presidency of the European Union. 
Pangalos criticized Germany for the influence i 1s trying 
to exert on Europe's policy. He called it unacceptable 
and said 1! would never be allowed. He also said that 
some people in Bonn are influenced by the past and 
don't see the future. The Greek minister described 
Germany as a giant with the brain of a small child.” 


[Paris AFP in English. in a related, Athens-datclined 
news summary at 0306 GMT on 26 November. adds the 
following: “Germany is ‘a giant with bestial force and a 
child's brain. said Greek European Affairs Minister 
Theodhoros Pangalos, only weeks before Greece became 
due to take on the European Community's rotating 

. The remarks came in a violently anti- 
German, anti-Turkish and anti-European outburst by 
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Pangalos. The minister attacked what he called a 
German temptation to influence European policy, some- 
thing which Greece would never accept. He also deliv- 
ered a scathing attack on the community's relations with 
Turkey, which he said was ‘dragging its bloodied boots 
across the carpets of Europe.” 


* Reinforcement of Antiterrorist Capability 
94ES0126A Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
3 Nov 93 p ll 


[Article by Yioryos Marnellos: “Chain Reactions, Deci- 
sions in Police”) 


[Excerpt] As expected and as is customary, the director 
of the police, Lieutenant General Ant. Lampadiaris was 
“beheaded” yesterday, and today his position is being 
assumed by Major General Emm. Hourdakis, who was 
recalled to duty from the reserves and automatically 
promoted to Lieutenant General. 


By the same Ministerial Council decision that was made 
“for reversal” of the related documents, Brigadier Gen- 
erals Nik. Relakis and Nik. Hatzakis are recalled to 
active duty. Following Nistikaki’s resignation, the 
remaining first deputy, Lieutenant General D. Sfikas, 
was also retired. In the next few days exceptional deci- 
sions to fill the two vacant positions for deputies are 


expected. 


There will be a chain of decisions as far as the grade of 
chief of police. 


“Partisan Politics” 


The new director of police, Emm. Hourdakis, served as 
director of Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou's personal 
guard and Director of Security of Attiki. Although he was a 
good officer, he was retired in 1989, falling victim to the 
policy of the partisan politics practiced by the then-political 
leaders in the sensitive area of the police. For that matter. 
that is why they appointed obedient, absolutely trustworthy 
men in charge of the police, in order to promote their own 
people as they saw fit. 


Reinforcement of the Antiterrorist Service 


The Minister of Public Order, St. Papathemelis, yes- 
terday reiterated that the government has decided to 
abolish the so-called “terrorist law.’ However, he 
pointed out that the anti-terrorist service will not only 
not be abolished but will be reinforced in resources and 
personnel. 


“We believe that the effectiveness of this service is not 
related to the antiterrorist law,” he added. 


In reply to a question on this subject, St. Papathemelis 
Stated that it is true he gave the Minister of Justice, 


Yeoryio Kouvelaki, the police file on the preliminary 
investigation of Skitouli so he may study it. 


Explaining the decision for the changes in the police 
leadership, the Minister of Public Order, St. Papatheme- 
lis, stated, “We made use of a right provided us by law. 
We sought the best solution for the police, and we found 
it in the person of Mr. Hourdaki. We called up only three 
officers from the reserve list. 


“Perhaps we should have called back more, but we did 
not deem it advisable to turn the force upside-down. 
During all the previous years when the New Democracy 
party was in power, capable young men were weeded 
out.” [passage omitted] 


* Border Smuggling Activities Reported 
94ES0124B Athens ELEVTHEROS TIPOS in Greek 
30 Oct 93 p 6 


{Article by Vanghelis Pantelidis: “Joint Enterprises with 
Skopjans!""] 


[Text] Thessaloniki, 30 Oct—Skopje may have formal 
international procedural difficulties in its dealings, but. 
actually, in Skopje you can find even the most expensive 
items...Armani or Dior at its finest, or other goods from 
Italy, France, and Germany, from fashionable clothing 
and perfumes to industrial products. Greece may have 
isolated Skopje, but it is everybody else's ...pet. from 
Nike and Adidas to exporters of precious stones. 


Greek-Skopjan businesses are prospering in the clothing 
and food lines, while Thessaloniki businessmen say that 
clothing—large quantities—arrive in Skopje for Greek 
businesses and clear customs there more cheaply and 
under secretive, favorable terms... 


At this point, let us state that Greek-Bulgarian trade 
primarily in clothing, ice cream, fast food, other sian- 
dardized foods, and chocolate products is now in full 
bloom. The turnover is already enormous. The Bulgar- 
ians prefer Greek products, and many northern Greek 
businessmen have already set up business in Sofia. 


Half of the smuggling operations in Europe are carried 
on from Promahi and Evzoni according to underworld 
characters and smugglers who previously dealt with 
Casinos and illegal foreign exchange traffic. Through 
Promahi and Evzoni, they now specialize in exporting 
illegal foreign currency, importing gold, and importing 
“consignments” for clothing that end up in Skopje. 


The “nervousness” and “enmity” prevailing at the 
border have ...incredibly simplified illegal activities. 


Let us not forget that, in 1992, 98 percent of the 
transport of merchandise of all kinds to Skopje was 
accomplished from the port of Thessaloniki. Otherwise. 
we have an embargo, and all those in the illegal rackets 
are worried that conditions may return to normal, in 
which case the illegal transactions will disappear. 
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Ciller Decries ‘Club for Christians’ in Europe 
NC2511135993 Paris AFP in English 0831 GMT 
25 Nov 93 


[Text] Paris, Nov 25 (AFP)}—Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller has taken issue with unnamed European 
countries for trying to keep Europe what she called a 
“club for Christians.” 


Interviewed in the French weekly LEVENEMENT DU 
JEUDI on Thursday [25 November], Ciller said: “If 
there is a danger that fundamentalism will grow stronger 
in Turkey, it is because of the determination of some 
European countries to sideline us.” 


She did not say which countries she was referring to. 


Turkey, which is a member of the 16-nation North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), has long been 
pressing for membership of the 12-nation European 
Community (E.C.), but has been kept at arm's length 
because of its poor human rights record. 


Its neighbour Greece, an E.C. member with whom 
Turkey has a territorial dispute over the divided island 
of Cyprus and over oil exploration rights in the Aegean 
Sea, is staunchly opposed to Turkey’s membership bid. 


Armenia Condemned for Attacks on Russian 
Diplomat 

TA2411160293 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1500 
GMT 24 Nov 93 


[Text] Ankara, Nov 24 (AA)—Turkey condemned 
Armenia on Wednesday [24 November] for an armed 
attack on a senior Russian diplomat at the Azeri border. 
“We condemn the attack. This is the latest evidence of 
Armenia's lawless behavior,” Foreign Ministry deputy 
spokesman Ferhat Ataman said. 


Moscow has demanded an immediate apology from 
Armenia for the weekend incident in which Armenian 
forces shot at the car of Ambassador Vladimir 
Kazimirov, Russian negotiator in the Azeri-Armenian 
conflict. 


Several thousand people have died in the conflict since 
1988 and one million Azeris have been displaced by 
Armenian land gains since April. 


Ataman said the fact that Moscow had demanded the 
apology from Yerevan discredited claims that Armenia 
proper was not involved in the attacks against the Azeris 
which was the work of Karabakh Armenians. 


Turkey and Russia are active partners in the nine-nation 
Minsk Group that is working to arrange an Armenian 
withdrawal before an international conference can con- 
vene on the future of the enclave. 
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Army To Pursue PKK Militants Into Armenia 


NC2411162693 Istanbul TERCUMAN in Turkish 
17 Nov 93 p 7 


[Text] A high-ranking General Staff official has said 
regarding terrorists that, “We will strike them even if 
they [militants belonging to the PKK, Kurdish Workers 
Party] flee to Armenia.” 


In recounting the latest developments on terrorism to 
TERCUMAN, this high-ranking General Staff official 
said that operations have been conducted in northern 
Iraq in keeping with the hot pursuit right recognized by 
international law. 


Indicating that the right of hot pursuit would also be 
used in the case of a terrorist attack from Armenia, this 
official said that there is cooperation between the terror 
organization [PKK] and Armenia, and added: “That is. 
many of them [PKK militants] are Armenians. In their 
wireless communications they are heard saying: ‘We had 
churches here when our forefathers used to live here.” 
There are also irreligious people among them. We will 
pursue any attackers no matter where they come from. 
We will crush their heads.” 


Indicating that it would be very dangerous if reaction 
against terrorism turned into a Turkish-Kurdish conflict, 
the official said that the plans to pit the Kurds and Turks 
against each other will fail once success is achieved 
against terrorism. 


This same official made the following comment on 
“democratic rights,” which is occasionally raised in the 
press: “What is meant by the term democratic rights? 
What is being sought by these rights? This is not clear. 
The Turkish Republic is a united state. The Turkish 
people are a single entity. Turkish is the official language 
of the Turkish Republic. No concessions could be made 
on these principles.” 


CSCE Was Stillborn 


Stating that Turkey now has |2 neighbors instead of the 
previous seven, this official said that Russia's intentions 
are not clear, that the Armenian occupation of Azerba- 
yan continues, and that the CSCE and United Nations 
have remained ineffective in the face of these develop- 
ments. He noted that the CSCE was stillborn, that the 
United Nations failed the test in Bosnia, and that so far 
the United Nations has not made a decision despite the 
preparation of plans for NATO intervention. 


Pointing out that a debate should begin on the restructuring 
of the United Nations, this official wondered “if permanent 
membership was needed at all.” Saying that ineffectiveness 
in the face of international problems has undermined trust 
in international organizations, the General Staff official 
said: “If this problem of trust is not solved then everybody 
will start solving the problems by force.” 
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Mobilization and Desertion 


Indicating that NATO was structured to respond within 
48 hours to a Warsaw Pact attack, the General Staff 
official said that with the demise of the Warsaw Pact this 
urgency was lifted and that in view of these changes the 
Turkish Army restructured itself and reduced its man- 
power. Explaining that this development naturally raised 
the question of “restructuring the mobilization,” the 
official said the issue of mobilization should not be 
blown out of proportion because in case of a mobiliza- 
tion the Turkish Armed Forces will only attain the level 
of manpower it had previously. 


Confirming that desertions from the Army are taking 
place, the official said that 250,000 young men of draft age 
have not been enrolled in the military service. The o/ficial 
provided the following reasons for this state of ./fairs: 
“The talk about the curtailment of the military service 
duration is negatively affecting the young people, who may 
even believe that one day the military service will be 
abolished for good. We lost 100,000 people by reducing the 
military service period to 15 months. The second reason is 
the concern felt over the clashes in the region. They are 
frightening our young men. The third reason is parental 
pressure. The fourth is the loopholes in the existing laws. 
The punishment for deserters is extremely insufficient. 
The fifth cause is related to the educational regulations. 
The military service of those taking open university 
courses should not be postponed. This is wrong, but it has 
remained in place since this regulation was introduced. 
Whom will we enlist in the Army if every high school 
graduate has remained on the registers for open university 
courses? There are people who go after a master’s or 
doctorate degree just to evade military service. This is 
reducing the number of people in the Army. In addition, a 
law enacted last year gave even people at home the 
opportunity to serve a reduced term after a payment of 
foreign currency. The General Staff was not informed 
about this law. It knew about it after the enactment of the 
law. Some 4,000 doctors took advantage of this law and 
served for a limited period. Now you cannot call up a 
physician to serve as a reserve officer. | am not saying 
anything about the limited military service in return for 
foreign currency from citizens living abroad. But this, too, 
is being exploited. Some wealthy people are sending their 
children to Cyprus and thus are benefiting from short 
military service in return for foreign currency. Or they are 
sending their children to other countries to obtain such an 
advantage. This is negatively affecting public opinion. It is 
necessary to take measures to eliminate these negative 
factors. The punishments must be increased to a deter- 
rence level. Draftees to be conscripted at various times of 
the year could be drafted simultaneously. Those engaged in 
correspondence courses could also be drafted.” 


‘Death 
Fight PK 


NC2611103793 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 17 Nov 93 p 2 


uads’ Reportedly Sent to Europe To 


[Text] Ankara—A leading, investigative leftwing news- 
paper claimed on Tuesday [16 November] that death 
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squads attached to the Turkish Chief of Staff office have 
gone to Europe in the past month to assassinate Kurdish 
activists there. 


AYDINLIK, in its front page report, said that at least 
100 officers of the Special Warfare Department, which 
Turkey has renamed the Special Forces Command, have 
left for five European countries. 


A large number of the assassins, said the paper, headed 
for Germany and France, where senior leaders of the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) are located, 
while others travelled to Holland, Switzerland and 
Britain. 

AYDINLIK noted that the officers were selected from 
among those who speak several foreign languages and are 
specially trained for the job. The decision was made, it 
said, after the National Security Council (MGK) decided 
in October to eliminate all leaders of the PKK in Turkey 
and abroad. 


The newspaper claimed that aside from the Special 
Warfare officers, the teams consisted of staff of the 
gendarmerie intelligence department, to which retired 
Major Cem Ersever belonged. Ersever and three of his 
colleagues were found dead this month. 


Without naming sources, AYDINLIK also said that the 
German secret service found out about the develop- 
ments and has warned Turkey. It said the Germans had 
also determined that five of the 46 suspects detained 
there after the recent PKK attack, which claimed one 
dead, were attached to the Turkish state. AYDINLIK 
further claimed that aside from the assassinations, the 
teams would focus on activities which would alienate the 
people of Europe from the PKK. 


PKK-Syrian Ties Since 1979 Viewed 


NC2511102893 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 11 Nov 93 pp B2, B8 


[Report by Ismet G. Imset] 


[Text] Ankara—The presence of the PKK [Kurdish 
Workers Party] in Syria can be traced back to 1979, 
although relations with senior Syrian officials were only 
established in the early 1980s. 


Realizing that developments in Turkey were gradually 
thrusting the country towards a new military coup, the 
PKK leadership held a secret mecting during which it 
decided to act before such a crisis occurred and move to 
safer grounds. 


The organization’s leader, Abdullah Ocalan, held a 
meeting with his close aide, Cemil Bayik, current com- 
mander of the ARGK [People’s Liberation Army of 
Kurdistan] military council, and agreed that it was vital 
that he leave Turkey. He already knew about Palestinian 
organizations and that the Turkish extreme left was 
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being channeled to Lebanon by Palestinian representa- 
tives in Ankara. But Ocalan lacked this direct contact 
and had to find his own way out. 


As he prepared to leave the country, Ocalan sent to 
Ankara a special envoy who contacted other Turkish 
left-wing movements and requested their attention to the 
upcoming crisis. The proposal put forth by the PKK was 
for the leaders of all illegal movements to leave Turkey 
and organize abroad. Had the suggestion been accepted, 
it would have eased the way for the PKK, which was only 
about a year into activities and lacked the contacts which 
Turkish Marxist movements enjoyed. 


Learning that he had no allies in the Turkish left, Ocalan 
sought the only way to leave Turkey—finding a contact 
in Syria. Soon, he was told that a Turkish Kurd by the 
name of Mehmet Sait had relatives on the other side of 
the border who could help. Contrary to Turkish suspi- 
cions, Ocalan’s first trip to Syria was not of a profes- 
sional nature. He first crossed the border with Sait and 
arrived at his relatives’ house. After staying there for a 
few days, he went to Damascus. These were the devel- 
opments as of May, 1979. 


Once in the Syrian capital and aware mainly of the 
activities of the Hawatimah group and Abu-Jihad’s rela- 
tions with the Turkish Marxist movements, the PKK 
leader first sought contact with the Palestinians there. He 
contacted the Palestinian Democratic Front in Syria and 
told them about his organization, that he wanted to 
struggle in Turkey, and that he needed help. But the 
Palestinians were rightly suspicious. Before Ocalan, the 
only Kurdish example they had seen was Molla Mus- 
tapha Barzani’s movement in Iraq, which had alleged 
relations both with the Iranian shah’s intelligence 
SAVAMA and the Israeli MOSAD—which at one time 
even trained the Kurdish guerrillas. When Ocalan asked 
for support, the Palestinians withdrew. But gradually the 
PKK leader pestered them until they gave in, though 
reluctantly. He wanted training and they agreed. He 
wanted to bring in his men. They again agreed. But when 
he asked for travel documents and for the Palestinians to 
facilitate PKK militants, he was told off. That was too 
much responsibility, and the Palestinians did not wish to 
take the burden. Having arranged for training, though, 
Ocalan—still alone in Syria—issued his first orders to 
Turkey, telling his militants to organize the departure of 
at least 50 people for Syria. But this was impossible 
because without its leader the PKK had become even 
smaller, and sending 50 away would mean sending 
everyone off. 


As a result of Ocalan’s insistence, two of the organiza- 
tion’s high-level militants—both prison escapees—were 
instructed to go. With them alongside their leader, there 
were three senior PKK leaders in Syria in the summer of 
1979. These were Ocalan, Kemal Pir and Halil Atc (alias 
Ebu Bekir). However, even they were more than Ocalan 
could then handle. He was new in that country and had 
no direct support or financing. Thus, he had problems 
looking after his own people. 


FBIS-WEU-93-226 
26 November 1993 


At one point, still angry at his people for failing to send 
50 people for training, Ocalan turned to Bayik, calling 
him to Damascus as well. He gave Bayik precise instruc- 
tions: There will be a coup in Turkey; what we need to do 
is survive this coup; if need be, the group should do 
nothing in Turkey and the “temporary center” should 
become “passive.” 


Immediately after Bayik returned to Turkey, he started 
making contacts. The first person he sent out of the 
country was Kesire (Yildirim) Ocalan who, until arriving 
at the border one night, was still not aware of her 
husband's whereabouts. 


Later, the first group of S0—mostly new recruits—was 
sent out of Turkey. They crossed into Syria and from 
there to Lebanon where they were distributed into a 
number of Palestinian training camps. 


Using the code name of Ali, Ocalan was then living in 
both Syria and Beirut. Within a matter of months, he 
established contact with almost all regional movements 
as well as East Bloc embassy personnel. In Damascus, 
Ocalan was heavily pressured by the Soviets to create a 
Kurdish Communist party with all of the necessary 
structures—politburo and all. But he refused. 


Bayik met with many Bulgarian, Soviet and Cuban 
officials, seeking understanding and support—almost 
always getting promises of support but in exchange for 
what he branded as “concessions.” But this was a contact 
and one which gradually turned into a systematic rela- 
tionship, using mainly a KGB contact at the Soviet 
Culture Center in Damascus. 


At about the same time, somewhat surprised that Ocalan 
managed in the first months to gather his units to be 
trained, the PKK started to build some influence over 
the Palestinians. Meanwhile, Ocalan also established 
first contact with Jalal Talabani, the leader of the Patri- 
otic Union of Kurdistan who, according to Ocalan, was 
not aware that he was dealing with Ocalan. He knew the 
PKK leader as Ali and understood that this was a new 
Kurdish organization that needed support. PKK sources 
say that in this period Talabani was particularly influen- 
tial in gathering initial finances for the organization by 
traveling to other countries having large populations of 
Turkish Kurdish laborers. 


Having received his first financial aid in the form of 
donations from Turkish Kurds in the Middle East, 
Ocalan was shown an area in the south of the Syrian- 
controlled al-Biqa’ Valley in Lebanon. First he system- 
ized assistance from Kurds living in Libya, Germany 
and Sweden. Later, he made contacts with Syrian and 
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Lebanese Kurds. In the al-Biga’ Valley, where the Arme- 
nians from Turkey are influential, contacts were estab- 
lished with this populace as well. 


Training opportunities provided to the PKK by the 
Hawatimah group were crucial at this stage, during 
which the organization turned rural gangs into profes- 
sional fighters. 


In 1980 there were two major developments for the 
PKK, and both were related to Syria. First, the PKK 
infiltrated its first group into Turkey over the Syrian 
border under the leadership of Mehmet Karasungur. 
Although some of the fighters managed to survive and 
actually reach Siverek and even Batman, most were 
killed by troops. The second development was the 
sudden escalation in relations with Damascus. 


Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad’s brother Jamil, also a 
strongman in the minority "Alawi dictatorship with his 
own forces, was—and still is—in charge of all relations 
with the Kurdish world. Syria for years supported the 
Iraqi Kurdish movement this way and was seeking to 
expand its area of influence. Thus Jamil al-Asad estab- 
lished contact with the PKK leadership. 


Meanwhile, another brother, Rif'at al-Asad, was still in 
Syria. Either a result of pure coincidence or of a well- 
planned “engagement,” he too established contact with 
the PKK leadership. Rif'at also had close relations with 
Mihrac Ural, the leader of the outlawed Turkish People’s 
Liberation Party Acilciler organization who currently 
enjoys Syrian citizenship. Ural married Rifat’s secretary 
and is frequently shuttling between Damascus and Paris. 


Having set up this relationship, Ocalan’s fate changed. 
Living in Syria with only a single pair of trousers, the 
PKK leader suddenly owned a house in the city—given 
to him by the Syrians. He ended up under Syrian 
protection and got his first Mercedes. 


This relationship with Syria also reflected on the results 
of the PKK’s first conference, held from July 15 to 26, 
1981, in Syrian territory. 


According to Ocalan, who still denies having any contact 
with the Asads, this was an era during which “Syria 
wanted to win the Kurds. They approached us through 
the Iraqi Kurds. Then they said, ‘let's be friends.”” 


The key name in this contact, as in the case of the Kurds 
in Libya, was again Jalal Talabani, who himself had 
contact with the Asads. 


In Bayik’s own words, despite what Ocalan says, Rifat 
had great sympathy for the organization from the very 
beginning. They told us then that he had such sympathy 
and that he placed “great value on us.” This sympathy 
and their subsequent relations would last for years, 
becoming in the 1990s a great burden for the PKK. 


Crucial years which in one way or another influenced 
this relationship were 1982, 1987 and finally 1992. 
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In 1982, with the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, 12 PKK 
militants were killed in fighting with occupying forces, 
and a dozen more were placed under Israeli arrest. Many 
other PKK fighters took their places next to Palestinian 
guerrillas on the streets and in trenches, resisting Israeli 
troops. According to the Palestinians, this was a reflec- 
tion of a “determined resistance” and a step which led to 
growing PKK influence, especially in the al-Biga’ Valley 
where the Palestinians had already abandoned their 
camps. 


Having held its second congress again under Syrian 
influence between August 20 and 25 that year, the PKK 
was shown a place in al- Biga’ and, in the words of 
Ocalan, “ended up in control of the camp which it was 
once a guest in.” This also meant a complete withdrawal 
from Beirut. 


From the summer of 1982 to 1992, the PKK expanded 
its presence in the area, gained immense control in the 
Kurdish-populated areas of Syria and won sympathy 
among the Syrian Kurds. In addition to creating recruit- 
ment offices, safe houses and several training grounds in 
Syrian territory, it ran the Mahzum Korkmaz (Training) 
Academy in al-Biga’ where it trained “commanders” for 
movements in Turkey. It could train at least 600 mili- 
tants at one time. 


Not even the 1987 security protocol between Ankara and 
Damascus changed the situation. There were incidents in 
which the Syrians, under pressure from the Turks, 
curbed PKK infiltration into Turkey by stopping trucks 
carrying militants to the border, but even in such cases, 
say repentant members, the Soviets would intervene. 


If Turkish complaints grew, Ocalan would be asked to 
leave Damascus and would more than willingly move 
into al-Biqa’ where he had a safehouse in a well-guarded 
town——again in Syrian-controlled territory. 


By the end of the 1980s, the PKK network in this region 
grew so much that trucks were being used to move 
militants in and out of Lebanon. Having completed 
training in al-Biga’, groups of newly graduated “com- 
manders” were simply walking to the highway on the 
Syrian side of the border, boarding trucks and being 
transported from there to northern Iraq to cross into 
Turkey. 


Everything became far too systematic. After late Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal’s visit to Damascus and the signing of 
a protocol, activities were curbed for several months but 
the organization later continued its routine. 


Only in 1992, following the visit of the then Turkish 
Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin to Syria, did officials 
there agree 10 close down the al-Biqa’ camp. The govern- 
ment of that time turned this into an electoral victory for 
the Turks, who were not aware that Ocalan, even in 
1991, knew that the camp was to be closed. Currently, 
there are a number of Syrian Kurds fighting alongside 
the PKK’s Turkish-Kurdish militants. These men either 
are given salaries or have joined the struggle for the sake 





al-Ladhiqiyah—the very hometown of Hafiz al-Asad and 
the place where Jamil al-Asad is currently living. Now, 
the PKK is living with the burden of cooperating with 
Syria... 


Concern Expressed on Azerbaijan Leader's Health 
NC2411220593 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 16 Nov 93 pp 1, 7 


[Report by Semih D. Idiz) 


[Excerpts] Ankara—Azerbaijan's President Geydar 
Aliyev may be suffering from a serious heart ailment that 
could impair his political career, diplomatic sources 
have told the TURKISH DAILY NEWS. 


These sources also indicated thal there is mounting 
evidence that Moscow is rearing Prime Minister Suret 
Guseynov to take over from Aliyev should the Presi- 
dent's health fail him. Russia has been getting more 
entrenched in the Caucasus 3ince Azerbaijan and 
Georgia returned to its fold by joining the Common- 
wealth of Independent States (CIS) which is presided 
over by Moscow. 


Guseynov, a millionaire merchant and former army 
commander whose background has been questioned, and 
referred to as “dubious,” by the western media, headed a 
rebellion in his home city of Ganja last June. 


That rebellion, which was reportedly carried out with 
arms left behind by the Red Army base din Gence, 
started the chain of events that eventually toppled the 
country’s first democratically elected president, Abulfaz 
Elchibey. [passage omitted] 
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While Ankara had severely criticized Guseynov’s rebel- 
lion, and had announced initially that 1 continued to 
support Elchibey as the country’s legitimate president, it 
ened Cie tomes Alper Tees Oe OE e 


Guseynov, this would represent a blow to Turkey's 
policy vis a vis Azerbaijan. 


After Elchibey’s ouster, the chill in relations between 
Turkey and Azerbaijan lasted until Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller met with President Aliyev during her offi- 
cial visit to Moscow in September. At that meeting the 
sides agreed on the need to continue cooperation 
between the two countries, particularly on the diplo- 
matic field against Armenians whose forces were 
advancing into Azerbaijan. 

Turkey used Aliyev’s becoming President, in elections 
which were subsequently endorsed by Western observers 
despite some outstanding questions, as the occasion for 
normalizing its ties with Baku. Ankara has also dropped 
all mention of former president Elchibey since then. 


—_— Comments on Clinton-Rushdie 
M 


TA2511112493 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 25 Nov 93 


[Announcer-read report over video] 


[Text] U.S. President Bill Clinton has received 
SATANIC VERSES author Salman Rushdie—sentenced 
to death by Iran and therefore forced to live in hiding for 
the last four years—at the White House. 


According to a statement issued by the Foreign Ministry, 
the Clinton-Rushdie meeting ts an indication of the faith 
United States has in the Freedom of Speech which is the 
most basic element of human rights. 


Following the Clinton-Rushdie meeting, American citi- 
zens living abroad were warned about being probable 
targets for terrorist attacks. 
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